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Liturgy times this week 
Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s  
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s  
 10.30am St Anne’s  
 5.30pm St Anne’s 
Mon: 9.15am  St Anne’s-Liturgy of the Word 
Wed: 9.15am St Anne’s 
Thurs: 9.15am St Anne’s 
Frid: 9.15am St Anne’s    

Reconciliation 
OLMC Saturday 10am– 10.30am 

 
 

Parish Priest:    Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting  Priest:    Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Coordinator: Mrs Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
St Anne’s Principal : Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal :      Paul Hogan 
 

Baptisms:  Celebrated on Sundays.     
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 
 

DESERT EXPERIENCE 
Matthew tells us that Jesus was lead by the Spirit into the wilderness 

(desert). This was the Holy Spirit’s idea of a preparatory course for Jesus for his public 
mission. It is hardly the sort of course we would devise before embarking on a ministry 
among people. But our way is not God’s way. God’s Spirit put Jesus into a situation 
where he would be totally stripped of external props in order to be in touch with his inner 
being. One who is in touch with his inner being is acutely equipped to be in touch with 
the inner heart of others. 

In 1981, when the call to the priesthood became insistent, I enrolled in a 
course in Sydney to prepare myself for pastoral ministry. Part of the course was a thirty-
day silent retreat. We were not allowed to read the newspaper, listen to the radio, watch 
television, read books – not even spiritual books – no listening to music, and, of course, 
no talking. Our only help was the Bible and a daily half hour talk with the spiritual direc-
tor. Meals were eaten in silence. We, (thirteen of us), all sat facing the one way, so we 
could not be looking at each other. Most of our waking time was spent in prayer, reflec-
tion and meditation. 

Our experience was not as strenuous as Jesus’ forty-day desert experience. 
We did not fast, and, although we could not talk, we felt the support of the group. We 
felt we were not alone, and we celebrated the Eucharist together. 

Now, let’s look at our normal life. It is filled with props. We have work to occu-
py our time. We can distract ourselves with conversation on the phone. (Some people 
walk around with their mobile phone stuck to their ear). We can listen to music, read the 
newspaper, watch television, read books, drive cars and listen to the radio and a whole 
lot of other things that prevent us from having to face our inner self. Some people can’t 
watch a film without taking a bucket of popcorn with them. Some people can’t watch 
television without TV snacks. We seem to be afraid of being emptied, and stripped to 
our inner core. 

A desert experience takes away all our props and leaves us vulnerable, emp-
ty and stripped to our inner self. We are left alone to face our demons. In the desert we 
are tempted to fill the void in our life, but all our props are removed from us and we can’t 
distract ourselves or run away from ourselves. We are naked before God and stripped 
of all pretence. 

Jesus enrolled in the school called ‘Wilderness’. The teachers there were 
solitude, emptiness, vastness and space, vulnerability and fragility. The subject of the 
course was knowledge of the self and knowledge of the human heart. The emptiness of 
the desert quickly sorts out the authentic from the fake. There is no audience to be im-
pressed, no grandstand to show off in front of. We are who we are and not what others 
think of us.  

Many a religious person, me included, have gone into a retreat and taken with 
him or her props and things to assuage the desert experience and rob it of its potency. 
May the Lord forgive us our fear to face the truth of who we are. Only when we are 
emptied can God fill us with his grace. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb 
Christian Martyrs today-”The Greatest Story Never Told”. 
Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights sets out the freedom to choose 
to practice, to share, to change religion and to have no religion. 
Today, Muslim Shia minorities, Burmese Rohinja Muslims, Tibetan Buddists and other s 
face much abuse. Yet Christians bear the brunt of religious persecution in the world to-
day from Eritrea to North Korea, from Pakistan to Nigeria, from Cuba to China and be-
yond. 
The story of the persecution of today’s martyrs while receiving more attention than be-
fore, is still largely ignored. In a new book, the leading US and Rome journalist John 
Allen writes “The problem in the global war on Christians is not that no one is reporting 
what’s happening. It’s rather that far too few people are paying attention.” Do we in the 
comfortable West find persecution disturbing and uncomfortable and therefore to be left 
alone? Christians have a special obligation “to come to aid of their suffering brothers 
and sisters.”  
As Allen writes, the persecution of Christians today is perhaps “The greatest story never 
told.” 
 

9 March 2014– 1st Sunday of Lent 
Psalm Response 

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God. 

Alleluia!  
 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Mikyle CARUSO Evelyn CHY Philip HARVEY 
Vicki HEATH Kate HONNER Craig JURY Lesley 
KROONE Gerard MAHONEY Tristan MAMO Rita 
RAYMOND Anne SAUNDERS 
Recently Deceased:  Peter CANNON Ismael 
CRISOSTOMO Elva MCLEOD 
Anniversaries:   Alberto CARASIG Dominick DE 
SILVA Kathleen DOOLAN Philomena FRANCIS  
Adela KAIRUZ  Rose MCVEIGH Victoria MANA-
LAYSAY  Trinidad VISTAN 
 

Lent 2014: Heal us 
so we may grow in 

faith and love 



OVERSEAS HUMANITARIAN PROJECT:  We will be con-
ducting a fund-raising appeal on the last week end of this month 
to support the work of a small group of care workers from the 
Catholic University in Jakarta who provide nutrition and medica-
tion to approximately 100 children from desperately poor areas 
of Jakarta who are living with HIV-AIDS. One of our parishion-
ers, Frank O’Connor, who, with his wife, Joy, has seen first-hand 
the critical work undertaken by the group will talk briefly at all 
Masses next week to give us a further insight into the issues 
faced by the children and how they are supported. We thank you 
for your support – Mick Hetherington, Julie Reddan and Tony 
Kiley on behalf of the Parish Coordinating Team. 
15/16 March we will have speakers at each Mass to discuss the 
Project. 
 

PROJECT COMPASSION REFLECTION:  At the start of his 
public life, Jesus went into the desert and took time to reflect. He 
was tempted to take self-serving, comfortable options. He chose 
not to abandon his vision for justice and life for all. He chose to 
be faithful to his call to lead all people to a fullness of life to know 
God and to love one another. 
Lent is a time for spiritual reflection. We open our eyes to a wid-
er horizon. Am I open to being transformed by God’s love? Am I 
reflecting God’s love to others, especially to those in need? 
Confronted by the extent of poverty in the world, we may be 
tempted to think that we are powerless. But we are far from pow-
erless when we are part of the Catholic Church’s world-wide 
response to poverty, led principally by Caritas. Our contributions 
to Project Compassion fan out around the world to give people 
access to hope, to ‘have life and have it to the full.’ 
Project Compassion boxes can be collected from the gathering 
space of St Anne’s church.  
 
SOCIAL SERVICES SUNDAY- 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING: On Wednesday 19 March from 
6.30pm –8pm at Cardinal Knox Centre, 383 Albert St, East Mel-
bourne a Lent information session will be held about the realities 
of human trafficking in today’s world. In this day and age it is still 
a reality which is unimaginable here in Sunbury, but don’t be 
fooled that it doesn’t exist in our world today. Find out more by 
contacting 9853 7559. 
Also, the plight of refugees is never far from the media and politi-
cal debates.  Visit  http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ym61tp8AAmc&fb_source=message for the speech by Claire 
O'Neil Labor MP for Hotham, (Former Student of Loretto Mande-
ville Hall)  on asylum seekers.  
NATIONAL LAMENT: “We are a society which has forgotten 
how to weep.”…. Pope Francis 
Pope Francis spoke these words when he visited the island of 
Lampedusa on 8.7.2013. Lampedusa is in Europe and receives 
many refugees fleeing the continent of Africa. Many perish in the 
dangerous journey. Our own country is not making conditions 
any better for those who seek refuge in our land. Catholic Reli-
gious Australia are calling for a campaign of prayer, penance 
and action for people seeking asylum in Australia. For more 
information refer to the website 
www.catholicreligiousaustralia.org. One very powerful way we 
can help our brothers and sisters is by sending a letter to Scott 
Morrison MP in the House of Representatives. A letter is on the 
website for you to sign and send off. Imagine if we all sent it! 
There would have to be action taken, surely! Some copies are 
on the welcome desk.  
 

KINDER KINDA PROGRAM:  our Parish and both of our Primary Schools are 
very happy to announce the Kinder Kinda Program starting on Tuesday 29 April in 
the Parish Centre each Tuesday morning during school term. We met with Natalie 
from Victoria University on Wednesday morning to discuss how this program can help 
the families and children of our parish. Natalie introduced the program by explaining 
that children- from babies to preschoolers- and their parent/ grandparent can attend 
the weekly sessions free of charge. The young teachers in training from Victoria Uni-
versity will organize the fun sessions and lead the families with educational play. The 
parish and schools see this as a great beginning for families:  
 Youngsters access early childhood learning play for development of literacy 

and numeracy and motor skills 
 Parents/ Grandparents get to meet other parents/ grandparents and feel part 

of the community 
 Parents/ Grandparents will learn skills to help their children with early social 

and educational development 
 Young teachers from Victoria University will learn how to teach youngsters 

and develop fun and engaging activities with age appropriate games. 
We hope that you will support the program by letting relatives know as it is a really 
great community project which will strengthen the community support to all families. 
34 other communities are already running the program with great success. 
 

PREP 2015: Information sessions will be held for families looking to enroll children 
for Prep 2015 (Foundation Year). Sessions will be on Tuesday 11 March at 2pm or 
7.30pm in the Parish Centre, 101 Riddell Rd, Sunbury 
 

MARY MACKILLOP HERITAGE CENTRE: at 362 Albert St, East Melbourne, is 
open to the public on Saturday 15 March from 10am to 4pm to enable visitors to tour 
the museum, pray in the Chapel, visit the gift shop and enjoy light refreshments. A 
guided Mary MacKillop walking tour will also take place at 11am. For information on 
the National Pilgrimage “In the footsteps of Mary MacKillop” contact Sr Therese Ley-
don on 02 8912 4845. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY:  MINI VINNIES IN SUNBURY: This year, 
the Society of St Vincent de Paul will celebrate 50th Anniversary of its establishment 
in our parish. The Society is showing new growth, especially in our three Catholic 
schools. A conference of Mini-Vinnie's has been set up at OLMC school with 38 
members. Last Monday the Social Justice Group of St Anne’s school prepared 60 
bags of sweets for the 126 guests at the Monday dinner run by Rotary. There is a 
Vinnie's Conference at Salesian College. 
 

SISTERS OF ELISABETH CONVENT:  We are delighted to invite you to see and 
purchase handmade religious articles made by the Sisters of St. Elisabeth Convent 
(Belarus). The exposition will take place on Wednesday 12 of March. Sisterhood of 
St. Elisabeth was founded in 1996. Our missionary began in a National mental hospi-
tal located not far from the Convent. Sisters take care of mentally challenged children 
and adults. All these goods made with love and prayer bring blessings to their own-
ers. We are happy and thanking God for the opportunity to introduce and offer them 
to you.  With Love in Christ, Sisters of St. Elisabeth Convent 
 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK: 
Tuesday 11 March 7.30pm Interchurch Council             Lutheran Church 
Wednesday 12 March  10.00am RSJ Associates   St Anne’s Church  
Thursday 13 March 6.00pm Salesian College Council 
 

MAKING CONNECTIONS:  Make a commitment to your own special regime of 
prayer, fasting and alms giving during this Lenten period. Find out about and give 
support to Project Compassion. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE:  St Anne’s Church—Lyn Dillon Julie Wright  CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Natasha & Angelo Snell  St Anne’s Church - 
Margaret Crooks Bernie Owens COUNTERS: Frank Busuttil Jenny & Peter Ryan  GIFT SHOP:  Pat & Peter Readman Frances Arians  
LECTORS:  Michael Hetherington Michael McConville Monisha D’Lima Jo Spiteri  MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm  Dawn West-
wood Lucy Foran Paul Hogan Maree Walsh Carmel Pritchard Sue Wight 8.30am  Glenda Shanahan Colin & Coreen Wilson Lily Lupa Kath-
erine Thompson Jo & Carmel Wiegerink Tom Allen 10.30am Julie Reddan Mary Thomas Aileen & Terry Sweeney Kathy Porter Bernadette 
Anderson John Bottams 5.30pm  Maree O’Brien Will Honner Paul Fanning  


