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Liturgy times this week 
Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s  
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s  
 10.30am St Anne’s  
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon: 9.15am  St Anne’s-Liturgy of the Word 
Tues: 7.00pm OLMC 
Wed: 9.15am St Anne’s 
 11.00am Funeral Mass 
  OLMC- Patricia Skinner 
Frid: 9.15am St Anne’s 

  
 

Reconciliation 
OLMC Church Saturday 10am– 10.30am 

 
 

Parish Priest:    Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting  Priest:    Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Coordinator: Mrs Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
St Anne’s Principal : Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal :      Paul Hogan 
 

Baptisms:  Celebrated on Sundays.     
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, the famous 19th century poet and artist, was one day 

approached by an elderly man. The old fellow had some sketches and drawings that he 
wanted Rossetti to look at and tell him if they were any good or if they at least showed 
potential. Rossetti looked them over carefully. After viewing the first few he knew they 
were worthless, showing not the slightest artistic talent. But Rossetti was a kind man; 
and he told the old man – as gently as possible – that the pictures had little value and 
showed little talent. He was sorry, but he could not lie to the man. The old man was dis-
appointed but he seemed to expect Rossetti’s judgement. He apologised for taking Ros-
setti’s time; but would he be kind enough to look at a few more drawings, these done by 
a young art student. Rossetti looked over the second batch of sketches and immediate-
ly became enthusiastic over the talent they revealed. 

‘These,’ he said, ‘oh, these are good. This young student has great talent. He 
should be given every help and encouragement in his career as an artist. He has a 
great future if he works hard and perseveres.’ Rossetti could see that the old fellow was 
deeply moved. ‘Who is this fine young artist?’ he asked. ‘Is it your son?’ ‘No,’ replied the 
old man sadly. ‘It is me forty years ago. If only I had heard your praise then and had 
someone to encourage me, I might have reached my potential. For you see, I got dis-
couraged and gave up too soon.’ 

An artist reminiscing on his schooldays records the following: In the first 
grade, Miss Grant said that my purple tent was not realistic enough; that purple was no 
colour at all for a tent; that purple was the colour of people when they died; that my 
drawing was not good enough to hang with the others. I walked back to my seat head 
bowed. With a black crayon, in the middle of the afternoon I brought nightfall to my pur-
ple tent. 

In second grade, Mrs. Bright said, ‘Draw anything you like.’ She didn’t care 
what. Still carrying the scars from my first grade, I left my paper blank. When Mrs. Bright 
came around to my desk my heart beat like a tom-tom. She touched my head with her 
small hand and in a soft voice said, ‘A snowfall! How clean white and beautiful!’ There 
you had two teachers; one critical, judgemental and discouraging; the other affirming 
and encouraging. I wonder which of the two teachers had more positive influence over 
that little boy who later became an artist.  

We need courage to get the best out of ourselves. We need someone to en-
courage us. The best parents and the best teachers are those who encourage their chil-
dren or their students. We should be quick to praise and slow to criticize. If we have to 
criticize we should do so as gently as possible. We should never crush the spirit of an-
other person. Instead, whenever we can, we should give praise and encouragement. 
Children in the home and in the classroom need encouragement if they are to reach 
their full potential. But it is not only children who benefit from encouragement: adults, 
too, need encouragement to grow into their best selves. One of my favourite saints is St 
Barnabas. I like what I read about him in the Acts of the Apostles.  

‘There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, 
to whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas 
(which means “son of encouragement”. (Acts 
4:36) 

At the beginning of a New Year many people consciously resolve to make the 
year ahead a happier year than the previous year. You might like to consider making 
2014 a year of encouragement, where you will strive to encourage and to put fresh 
heart into others. May 2014 be a happy year for you, for those who encourage you, and 
for those who benefit from your encouragement. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb 
INDOOR & OUTDOOR GAMES FOR FAMILIES, YOUTH AND CHILDREN:  
on Sunday 19 January after 10.30am Mass, you are invited to participate in this fun ac-
tivity organized by the OLMC Youth Group in the Parish Centre. From 11.15am to 
12.15pm, finger food will be served. Helpers on the day are welcome. Please bring your 
favorite Indoor and Outdoor games to play. 

5 January 2014– Epiphany of the Lord 
Psalm Response 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

We have seen his star in the East; and have come 
to adore the Lord. 

Alleluia!  
 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Elsie CALIGARI Censina CALLEJA Teresa 
CHREMPLEWSKA Mary DAKAKIS Celine D’ CRUZ 
Vicki HEATH Alison HILTON   Violet HOLDER Kate 
HONNER Anna & Doug HUTCHISON Bill & Dawn 
JANNER Flor MADLANGAWA Tristan MAMO    
Suzanne RENNISON Fabian ROZARIO  Vanessa 
VARONA   
Recently Deceased: Giovanna ALBAIN Jack 
CHEATER George DAVIS Patricia SKINNER 
Anniversaries:  Guico CERDENA Censina MI-
CALLEF Ken MCMANUS Jack QUIRK  



MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER CELEBRATES 40 YEARS IN 
AUSTRALIA IN 2014: Marriage Encounter  (ME)  in Feb 
2014  will be celebrating  40 years  of running weekends  in 
Australia.  We want to hear from couples and priests who may 
have been involved with ME in the past  and who would like to 
gather and share memories, celebrate what has been and hear 
about ME today and our vision for the future.  We are having a 
special celebration on Saturday February 22nd. So we ask you 
all to start spreading the word.  Please ask people to contact 
Helen & Leo Wursthorn or call  (03) 9874 6979 or helenandle-
ow@gmail.com  for  more information. 
 
MODIFIED PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  during early Janu-
ary our parish office hours will be modified. The office will be 
closed on Tuesday 7 Jan and Thursday 9 Jan 2014. Normal 
hours (Mon to Frid 9am to 5pm) will commence from 13 January 
2014. 
 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS: on behalf of the priests of Mel-
bourne, I thank you for your financial support towards our living 
allowance, car lease and other expenses.……..Kevin McIntosh 
 

“PHILOMENA”– THE MOVIE:  Film critics have hailed this 
emotional movie for its fine acting. The producers state it is not a 
documentary but is based on a true story. The Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart claim the movie is misleading as it does not tell the 
whole truth. The Sisters state they never received any payment 
of any nature for any adoption. Their records have not been 
destroyed but are stored now at the Health Service Executive (a 
government Department). The records are confidential to the 
mother who is the only one who can agree to sharing the infor-
mation. Reunions have followed when the mother agrees. The 
final scene of confrontation between the journalist and Sr Hilde-
gard never occurred as she died in 1995 before he began re-
searching his book in 2004.     (cf Independent ie. 9/11/13) 
 

PARISH COMMUNICATION: At the Festival of Carols and 
Readings some women were discussing how to get more people 
aware of the event for next time, as it was so good, and when it 
was suggested that it was published on Parish social media, the 
response was that they never read the Parish website or Face-
book. Parishioners also voice this same opinion at Parish gath-
erings. Nevertheless the parish website during Christmas week 
had 150 visitors who read 399 pages of parish information, vide-
os, and photos. The Facebook page had 49 visitors in the same 
timeframe. 33 people have Facebook set to send them a mes-
sage on their phone when anything new is posted. 21% of Face-
book visitors are women aged 18-34 and astonishingly another 
21% are women aged over 55. The next step in promoting Par-
ish communication could be to get more parishioners to com-
ment on events and direction in the Parish by leaving remarks, 
comments, or opinions on the website and make it a two way 
pipeline for information. You can use a non-de-plume which will 
be visible to all, and an email address which will not be visible. 
The website was initially setup so any parishioners who were not 
at our Parish Mass could still get a copy of the newsletter and 
see what's going on in the Parish. We also hoped to get feed-
back on the Parish but that still needs parishioners to take up 
the opportunities available. 
 

PARISH EXPENSES: a major cost of running our Parish is the 
payment of Insurance on your buildings. Last week, we paid 
$19179 from our Thanksgiving Offering. This cost is in addition 
to the insurance on our two schools which is paid separately.  

BELIEVE YOUTH CONFERENCE FOR LIFE:  January 17-19 at St Mark’s Par-
ish, 9 Lee St, Fawkner. Early bird rate $35 sign up by January 6 or $50 after 6 Janu-
ary. For further info, contact Believeit2014@gmail.com or Abraham 0411 515 828. 
 

ANGLICARE VICTORIA:  become a foster carer and provide a secure and loving 
temporary home for a child in need. Foster carers can be single people, couples with 
or without children, or families with grown up children. Anglicare’s Foster Care Pro-
gram provides training, equipment and 24 hour professional support to caregivers. 
We also pay a foster care allowance . ($140-$224 per week per child) to help cover 
costs. Phone Anglicare on 9301 5200 and be part of the real spirit of Christmas. 
 

THANK YOU:  to the generous parishioners who supported the Melbourne Over-
seas Mission by contributing $1111.85 to aid the work of the missionaries who are 
helping the disadvantaged. 
 

A Baby’s Hug 
We were the only family with children in the restaurant. I sat Erik in a high chair and 
noticed everyone was quietly seated and talking. Suddenly, Erik squealed with glee 
and said, “Hi there”. He pounded his fat baby hands on the high chair tray. His eyes 
were crinkled in laughter and his mouth was bared in a toothless grin as he wriggled 
and giggled with merriment. I looked around and saw the source of his merriment. It 
was a man whose pants were baggy and whose toes poked out of would-be shoes. 
His shirt was dirty and his hair was uncombed and unwashed. His whiskers were too 
short to be called a beard, and his nose was so varicose that it looked like a road 
map. We were too far from him to smell, but I was sure he smelled. His hands waved 
and flapped on loose wrists. “Hi there baby; Hi there big boy. I see ya, buster.” the 
man said to Erik. My husband and I exchanged looks. “What do we do?” Erik contin-
ued to laugh and answer, “Hi, hi there”. Everyone in the restaurant noticed and looked 
at us as and then at the man. The old geezer was creating a nuisance with my beauti-
ful baby. 
Our meal came and the man began shouting from across the room, “Do ya know 
patty cake? Do ya know peek-a-boo? Hey, look, he knows peek-a-boo.” Nobody 
thought the old man was cute. He was obviously drunk. My husband and I were em-
barrassed. We ate in silence but not Erik, who was running through the repertoire e 
for the admiring skidrow bum, who in turn, reciprocated with his cute comments. 
We finally got through the meal and headed for the door. My husband went to pay the 
bill and told me to meet him in the parking lot. The old man sat poised between me 
and the door. “Lord, just let me out of here before he speaks to me or Erik.” I prayed. 
As I drew closer to the man, I turned my back, trying to sidestep him and avoid any air 
he might be breathing. As I did, Erik leaned over my arm, reaching both arms in a 
baby’s pick-me-up position. Before I could stop him, Erik had propelled himself from 
my arms into the man’s. Suddenly, a very smelly old man and a baby expressed their 
love and kinship. Erik, in an act of total trust, love and submission, laid his tiny head 
upon the man’s ragged shoulder. The man’s eyes closed, and I saw tears hover be-
neath his lashes. His aged hands full of grime, pain, and hard labour, cradled my 
baby. No two beings have ever loved so deeply for so short a time. I stood awestruck. 
The old man rocked and cradled Erik in his arms and his eyes opened and set 
squarely on mine. He said in a firm commanding voice, “You take care of this baby.”  
Somehow I managed, “I will”, from a throat that contained a stone. He pried Erik's 
from his chest lovingly, as though he were in pain. I received my baby, and the man 
said, “God bless you ma’am; you’ve given me my Christmas gift.” I said nothing more 
than a muttered thanks. With Erik in my arms, I ran for the car. My husband was won-
dering why I was crying and holding Erik so tightly and why I was saying, “My God, 
My God forgive me.” I had just witnessed Christ’s love shown through the innocence 
of a tiny child who saw no sin, who made no judgement. The child saw a soul, and his 
mother saw a suit of clothes. I was a Christian who was blind, holding a child who 
was not. I felt is was God asking, “Are you willing to share your son for a moment?” 
when He shared His for all eternity. The ragged old man, unwittingly, had reminded 
me, “Unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the king-
dom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3)    …….From Newsletter of St Augustines, Melbourne
  
LEGION OF MARY:  They will pray the Rosary on Saturday 11 January at 9.00am 
in St Anne’s Church. All are welcome. 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND  
ALTAR CARE:  St Anne’s Church—Lyn Dillon Julie Wright CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Peter Readman St Anne’s Church - Miriam 
Culhane Cedric D’Souza  COUNTERS: Kelly Stark Vern & Maureen Walters  GIFT SHOP:  Dolly Causer Pam Fairnbairn  LECTORS:  
Phyllis Jacob Lynne Simpson Michael Mc Conville Michael Hetherington MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm  Barry Roberts Yvonne 
Rozario Pauline Sharma Jean Skillecorn Dawn Westwood 8.30am Tom Allen Angelo Snell Elizabeth Falzon Andrew Swan Lloyd D’Crus 
Glenda Shanahan Katherine Thompson  10.30am Nesta Pardo Julie Reddan Mary Thomas Aileen & Terry Sweeney Kathy Porter Sue 
Wight 5.30pm  Maria Mallia Alan Slocombe assistance required  


