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Liturgy times this week 
Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s  
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s  
 10.30am St Anne’s  
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon: 9.15am  St Anne’s-Liturgy of the Word 
Tues: 7.00PM Rupertswood Stadium 
 10.00pm St Anne’s Church 
Wed: 8.30am St Anne’s 
 10.30am St Anne’s 
Frid: 9.15am St Anne’s 
 11.00am St Anne’s–  
  Funeral- Derick Delos Santos 
Sat: 11.00am St Anne’s- 
  Funeral– Margaret “Peg”   
  Gardiner 

 

Reconciliation 
OLMC Church Saturday 10am– 10.30am 

 

Parish Priest:    Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting  Priest:    Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Coordinator: Mrs Lyn Plummer 
Deacon:     Rev Linh Pham  
St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
St Anne’s Principal : Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal : Paul Hogan 
 

Baptisms:  Celebrated on Sundays.     
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

Christmas—2013 
 
The Background—Joseph, a man of honour (Matthew 1:19) 
Today, in parts of India, Middle East, Africa even the U.K., there are ‘honour killings” - 
where if a wife deserts her abusive husband, she is killed for bringing shame on her 
husband’s family. 
Mary of Nazareth was in a shameful situation so far as Nazareth was concerned. Mary 
was found to be expecting a child before she came to live with Joseph. Under Jewish 
law, she could be stoned to death. 
Joseph being a man of honour decided to break the engagement (betrothal) discreetly 
and not be vengeful. In the deep sleep of a just and good man, Joseph was enlightened 
by God of the role of the Holy Spirit in Mary and her divine pregnancy. 
 
A New Order—the breaking of old traditions 
Matthew’s gospel presents Jesus as the new Moses bringing in the new Law. The birth 
of Christ shows God breaking through the patriarchal structures of the old Mosaic Law 
and acting creatively as on the First day of Creation. The old cycle of human history, 
literally generation after generation was being broken. Something utterly new has hap-
pened. 
The role of Joseph is often overlooked. He is truly a man of honour and great faith. By 
rights he could have divorced Mary and walked away. But Joseph trusts God and goes 
on to protect Mary and Jesus and even fleeing Nazareth soon afterwards as asylum 
seekers to Egypt to escape the murdering Herod (Matthew 2:1 14) 
The Gospels continually show Jesus respecting women and the little ones. 
 
A New Opportunity to Reform our Church and our Society 
About 500 years ago, St Teresa of Avila saw the great struggles and persecutions of 
the Church during the Reformation as an opportunity to reform and renew the Church. 
Teresa lived in the very patriarchal society of Spain. 
I believe the present National Royal Commission into sexual abuse of children in institu-
tions is an opportunity to renew our church and society by bringing healing and by de-
veloping a new attitude towards women, children and vulnerable adults. Essentially, 
sexual abuse is an abuse of power as it is always between a stronger and a weaker 
person. 
There are many forms of the abuse of power: especially domestic violence in homes. 
Last year, Victoria Police were called to 51,000 reports of domestic violence. We are 
seeing new efforts to change men’s attitudes  by campaigns like “White Ribbon Day” 
etc. We are moving in the right direction. We need to break the cycle of violence. Our 
schools are following restorative justice protocols to develop in children as appreciation 
of how the other feels when hurt.  These protocols replace punitive methods of disci-
pline. 
 
2013—Models of Hope—Francis, Malala and Mandela 
Pope Francis chosen on 13 March has taken most people to their hearts. His simple life 
style, his embracing prisoners, children with special needs, setting up a Council of Eight 
Cardinals to advise on the reform of our Church has made him the Person of Influence 
for 2013 by ‘Time’ magazine. 
On his 77th birthday last Tuesday, Pope Francis invited three homeless men from East-
ern Europe who were found sleeping on the street nearby, for breakfast at his small ta-
ble in the hostel where he lives. Later, one of the men told the Pope, “Its’ worthwhile 
being a vagrant because you get to meet the pope”. 
Last Wednesday , Pope Francis said Christmas is an occasion of joy, but also a lesson 
in humility: “God abases himself, descends to earth as someone small and poor, which 
means that to be like him we should not put ourselves above others, but on the contra-
ry, abase ourselves, give ourselves in service , make ourselves small with the small and 
poor with the poor” (Catholic News Services). 
Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani fifteen year old shot in the head by the Taliban for urg-
ing the education of girls was this year the youngest person ever to be nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize. Malala still on the Taliban hit list addressed the United Nations 
Assembly in New York urging education for all children, boys and girls in our world. 
        PTO 

25 December– Christmas Day 
Psalm Response 

For a child is born this day 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Daughter of Zion awake the glory of God is born. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

For a child is born this day 
Rejoice! Allelulia! 

Daughter of Zion awake 
The glory of God is born 

Alleluia!  
 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Censina CALLEJA Teresa CHREMPLEWSKA 
Mary DAKAKIS Celine D’ CRUZ Vicki HEATH Alison 
HILTON   Violet HOLDER Kate HONNER Anna & 
Doug HUTCHISON Bill & Dawn JANNER Flor 
MADLANGAWA   Tristan MAMO    Suzanne     
RENNISON Fabian ROZARIO  Adrian 
SKILLECORN Vanessa VARONA   
Recently Deceased:    Fr John O’Hara SSC      
Margaret “Peg” GARDINER 
 

 



Reflection: Give nourishment to 
others this week– not just food 
but a sense of their value to you. 
 
 

THANK YOU:  St Vincent de Paul Conference would like to 
thank each of you, our parish community at Mass, on behalf of 
the friends we visit, for your generous donation of $3990.00. 
Various parishioners and school staff donated toys and other 
gifts. Your continued prayers and support are much appreciated. 
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER CELEBRATES 40 YEARS IN 
AUSTRALIA IN 2014: Marriage Encounter  (ME)  in Feb 
2014  will be celebrating  40 years  of running weekends  in 
Australia.  We want to hear from couples and priests who may 
have been involved with ME in the past  and who would like to 
gather and share memories, celebrate what has been and hear 
about ME today and our vision for the future.  We are having a 
special celebration on Saturday February 22nd. So we ask you 
all to start spreading the word.  Please ask people to contact 
Helen & Leo Wursthorn or call  (03) 9874 6979 or helenandle-
ow@gmail.com  for  more information. 
 
LEGION OF MARY:  will continue with Adoration of Blessed 
Sacrament on Friday 3 January from 7-8pm. They will pray the 
Rosary on Saturday 11 January at 9.00am in St Anne’s Church. 
All are welcome. 
 

MODIFIED PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  during early Janu-
ary our parish office hours will be modified. The office will be 
closed on Tuesday 31 Dec and Wednesday 1 Jan, Tuesday 7 
Jan and Thursday 9 Jan 2014. Normal hours (Mon to Frid 9am 
to 5pm) will commence from 13 January 2014. 
 
 

 
Merry Christmas 
and  many     
blessings for 2014 
 
 
 

PARISH BINGO:  Thursday evenings at Sunbury football Club, Riddell Road, 
where all are friends. Santa came last Thursday and gave a lucky bingo player 
$2000. Ray Lethlean, a parish volunteer for 21 years retired last Thursday. Thanks for 
your great generosity , Ray. Parish Bingo resumes on Thursday 16 January at 8pm.  
 
BELIEVE YOUTH CONFERENCE FOR LIFE:  January 17-19 at St Mark’s Par-
ish, 9 Lee St, Fawkner. Early bird rate $35 sign up by January 6 or $50 after 6 Janu-
ary. For further info, contact Believeit2014@gmail.com or Abraham 0411 515 828. 
 
KIMBERLY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE:   The Diocese of Broome, WA, 
requires volunteers to assist with the work of the local Church on Aboriginal Missions. 
There are various important voluntary tasks: administration, building maintenance, 
gardening, shop staffing, cooking, cleaning etc. 
In particular we are seeking a couple to oversee the needs of several church proper-
ties. The role is based in Broome but will include travel to remote missions. Accom-
modation, transport and food provided. For further details, and an application form, 
please contact: Volunteer Coordinator: Anneliese Rohr Phone: 08 9192 1060 
Email: volunteers@broomediocese.org 
 
CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS: are given to support the 230 active and 92 retired 
priests of the Melbourne Archdiocese. 
 
ANGLICARE VICTORIA:  become a foster carer and provide a secure and loving 
temporary home for a child in need. Foster carers can be single people, couples with 
or without children, or families with grown up children. Anglicare’s Foster Care Pro-
gram provides training, equipment and 24 hour professional support to caregivers. 
We also pay a foster care allowance . ($140-$224 per week per child) to help cover 
costs. Phone Anglicare on 9301 5200 and be part of the real spirit of Christmas. 
 
YOUNG CATHOLIC MUMS ONLINE:  began as a website in October and al-
ready hundreds have visited the site for help and guidance on areas of children, cook-
ing, spirituality, etc. For more information visit youngcatholicmums.com  
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to Concordia Delos Santos as her only 
child, Derick, aged 28 years, died suddenly. Derick was a student at OLMC School 
and became a plumber. Members of the Plumbers Union are assisting his mother. His 
funeral Mass will be celebrated on Friday at 11am concluding with committal at Sun-
bury Cemetery. 
We offer to the family of Peg Gardiner who entered eternal life last Sunday. Peg was 
a regular worshipper with us since 1998. Her Funeral Mass is on Saturday at 
11.00am. 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND (sorry, incorrect week roster posted last week) 
ALTAR CARE:  St Anne’s Church—Sue Sexton Ann Twomey CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Natasha & Angelo Snell St Anne’s Church - 
Joe & Mary Kloss Jo Spiteri  COUNTERS: Frank Busuttil Jenny & Peter Ryan Jack Sullivan Kerry Sanford Janet Elliott  GIFT SHOP:  Dolly 
Causer Mary Wicks  LECTORS:  Brendan Morganti Barry McAloney Teresa Quin Mary Macdermid MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  
6.00pm  Pauline Sharma Jean Skillecorn Dawn Westwood Raeleen Cataldo Paul Hogan Maree Walsh  8.30am Angelo Snell Andrew Swan 
Graeme & Lynne Simpson John & Sheila Stafford Lily Lupa Katherine Thompson 10.30am Sean Quigley Julie Reddan Mary Thomas Aileen 
& Terry Sweeney Kathy Porter Bernadette Anderson Sue Wight  5.30pm  Maree O’Brien Maria Mallia assistance required 

Sunbury Catholic Parish Christmas Timetable 2013 
Tues 24 December 7.00pm  Christmas  Mass  Rupertswood Stadium 
   10.00pm  “   St Anne’s Church 
Wed 25 December 8.30am  Christmas  Mass  St Anne’s Church 
   10.30am  “   “ 

The recent death of Nelson Mandela has given us an opportunity to re-visit his life on earth and the inspiring example of forgiveness. During his 27 
years in prison, he respected and be-friended his jailers. At his presidential inauguration, he invited his jailers as his guests. 
Our Year in Review 
Some of you have had the joy of welcoming a new child, a new grandchild, others of you have had the great sorrow of losing a loved one. May this 
Christmas deepen your sense that God is Emmanuel– God-with-us– in our joys and sorrows. 
As a Parish community, hundreds of parishioners have served one another in our schools, in our homes, in our aged care homes, in our worship, in 
our recreation, etc. 
The major events for 2014 are on your parish calendar– hopefully now on your fridge door. Already, families have booked in 11 baptisms of their 
young babies. So our parish life goes on. 
Let us be grateful for all we have received this year of 2013. May God continue to bless us in 2014. 
            ……….Kevin Mc Intosh 


