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Liturgy times this week 
Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s  
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s  
 10.30am St Anne’s  
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon: 9.15am  St Anne’s-Liturgy of the Word 
 7.30pm St Anne’s School Graduation 
  Mass 
Tues: 2.30pm Goonawarra Aged Care– Mass 
  & Anointing of sick 
 7.30pm St Anne’s Church- OLMC  
  School Graduation Mass 
Wed: 6.30pm OLMC 
Thurs: 10.00am St Anne’s– Mass & Anointing 
  of sick 
 6.30pm OLMC 
Frid: 10.30am Riddell Gardens Aged Care- 
  Mass & Anointing of sick 
 6.30pm OLMC 
 

Reconciliation 
OLMC Church Saturday 10am– 10.30am 

 
Parish Priest:    Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting  Priest:    Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Coordinator: Mrs Lyn Plummer 
Deacon:     Rev Linh Pham  
 

St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
St Anne’s Principal : Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal : Paul Hogan 
 

Baptisms:  Celebrated on Sundays.     
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
This Sunday, in the middle of Advent, is referred to as 'Rejoicing Sunday'.   The joyful 
rose or pink coloured candle of the Advent wreath is lit.  The reading from the Prophet 
Isaiah is abounding with joy:  'Let the wilderness and the dry lands exult;  let the waste-
land rejoice and bloom'.  This reading is particularly appropriate as it comes at the end 
of the writings of the first of the three prophets whose writings make up this book which 
bears their name.  The northern kingdom of Israel has disappeared forever under the 
Assyrian invasion;  Only the lands of Judah and Benjamin in the south have been 
spared, but have suffered extensive loss and damage.  But there is a sense of great 
relief, and of rejoicing, a sense of hope that what has so nearly been totally lost, will 
bloom again. 
 The reading today from Matthew's Gospel appears as well in Chapter 7 of 
Luke's Gospel.  We remember that, in Chapter 4 of Luke's Gospel we see Jesus, after 
the preaching his cousin John, the 'baptiser' or the 'fore-runner' as he is called in the 
Orthodox Churches, and after his own baptism, at the beginning of his public ministry in 
the synagogue at Nazareth.  There he announces and explains his mission by reading a 
passage from Isaiah very similar to the one we have heard today: 
'The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me for he has anointed me.  He has sent me to 
bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, to the blind new sight, to 
set the downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord's year of favour.'  - in short to establish 
the kingdom of God in this world, as we pray in the Lord's Prayer. 
 In today's Gospel reading the disciples of John come to Jesus and seek con-
firmation that he is indeed the one that John and they are expecting.   Jesus' answer is 
instructive.  He does not simply say 'Yes', but rather points to what they can see with 
their own eyes, to the actual fulfilment of the words spoken in the synagogue at Naza-
reth.  The kingdom of God is beginning to emerge, to become visible, to become a tan-
gible reality in people's lives and in the world. 
 In our own time we too have received the same Spirit which Jesus received, 
we too have each been commissioned to bring about the same transformation in the 
part of the world for which we bear responsibility, and we too are able to rejoice when 
we see what we do, as individuals and also as a community, bearing fruit in healing, 
encouragement, peace.  We see children coming to the end of a school year having 
grown in skills, wisdom, insight.  We see health professionals bringing healing, care and 
support to the ill, injured, aged and infirm.  We see dedicated parents and grandparents, 
aunts and uncles, pouring out their lives for those in their care. 
 We recognise also that the bringing of God's kingdom, of having the world 
operate in a spirit of love rather than of power, is 'unfinished business', as James says 
so wisely in his letter today.  As we rejoice and give thanks for the grace we have re-
ceived this past year, we renew our commitment to renew our efforts to see God's king-
dom come. 
       ….Richard Hallett 

15 December– Third Sunday of Advent 
Psalm Response 

Lord, come and save us. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 

Alleluia!  
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:  Mary DAKAKIS Celine D’ CRUZ Lesbia   
HARMAN Vicki HEATH Alison HILTON  Violet 
HOLDER Kate HONNER Anna & Doug 
HUTCHISON Bill & Dawn JANNER Flor 
MADLANGAWA Tristan MAMO Jack REDDAN  
Suzanne RENNISON Adrian SKILLECORN 
Vanessa VARONA  Brian WALSH  
Recently Deceased:      Barbara BELL    Maria 
RICCIARDO  
Anniversaries: Mike ANDERSON Perc HAMILTON    
Eileen PORTLEY 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 
Our Parish will be supporting St Vincent de Paul  Society 
with Special collections rather than having the Christmas 

Tree present donation.  
Vouchers for gifts deliver the dignity to those families in 

need to be able to buy the gifts they truly need.  
This is only one of two collections our Parish has for St 

Vincent de Paul.  
The work undertaken by the volunteers is central to the 
message of Jesus– look after the poor and give them the 

dignity they deserve. 



The following Children from our Parish will  
be Baptised this weekend: 
Amelia MC CONVILLE 
Ashton ROGAN 
We joyfully welcome them into our Parish Community. 
 

Reflection: this week, find 
ways to be ‘good news’ to  
others, especially those who are 
sick or alienated or  
marginalised. 
 

TRUTH JUSTICE AND HEALING COUNCIL (TJHC):  the 
Catholic Church will be the focus of the public hearing in 
December when “Towards Healing” (the Church document used 
for handling allegations of abuse) will be examined. Church 
entities are also likely to be the subject of public hearings in 
2014. 
The TJHC have prepared some flyers for parishioners to take. 
They will be in the St Anne’s foyer on the Welcome Desk. We 
encourage all parishioners to access the website at 
www.tjhcouncil.org.au for regular updates. Also, please continue 
to pray for those who are suffering from the abuse and betrayal 
of our Church. 
 

HELP WANTED TO PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS MASS:  
Next Friday,  20 December, we shall set up Rupertswood Stadi-
um for Christmas  Mass. If you can assist with setting up chairs 
in the Stadium from 6pm on 20 December, it would be great. 
Many hands make light work and it is usually over in about half 
an hour. 
On 24 December, we need attendants to help park cars. Tradi-
tionally, we have many people at Rupertswood Stadium and 
parking is made much easier with the assistance of volunteers. 
Please advise the Parish Office or Lyn Plummer if you are able 
to assist with this very important service. 
 
ADVENT MASS WITH ANOINTING OF THE SICK:   
Tuesday 17 December 2.30pm Goonawarra Nursing 
    Home 
Thursday 19 December 10.00am St Anne’s Church 
Friday 20 December 10.30am Riddell Gardens Aged 
    Care 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING & BEST WISHES: to Louise & Peter Cannon  
as they celebrate 50 years of marriage which began in St Francis  
Xavier’s Church, Box Hill. May the Lord continue to bless you both  
and your family. 
 
“TIME”- PERSON OF THE YEAR IS POPE FRANCIS:  the editor 
said our Pope has become a new voice of conscience “For pulling the 
papacy out of the palace and into the streets, for committing the world's 
largest church to confronting its deepest needs and for balancing judg-
ment with mercy. Pope Frances is TIME’s 2013 Person of the Year, “ 
wrote managing editor Nancy Gibbs. 
“Rarely has a new player on the world stage captured so much attention so quickly– 
young and old, faithful and cynical– as Pope Francis.” 
“In his nine months in office, he has placed himself at the very centre of the central 
conversations of our time: about wealth and poverty, fairness and justice, transparen-
cy, modernity, globalization, the role of women, the nature of marriage, the tempta-
tions of power.” 
 
CHRISTMAS NOVENA:  The week before  Christmas Day, the Liturgy of the 
Church changes. At this point, the Advent focus shifts to the Christmas story and the 
Virgin Mary. These days serve to prepare more directly for the Lord’s birth. It is the 
best time to hold carols services  and to begin to use Christmas carols in the liturgy. 
During this Christmas Novena weekday Mass will be celebrated in the evening to 
allow those employed to attend. 
 
FESTIVAL OF READINGS AND CAROLS:  will be held next Sunday 22 Decem-
ber at 7.30pm at OLMC Church. Readings will be from the Old and New Testament 
beginning with the Fall of Adam and Eve and concluding with God’s coming at Bethle-
hem. Well-known hymns and carols will follow each of the Readings which have been 
used for 400 years in England. 
A sausage sizzle, champagne and orange juice will be served after 5.30pm Mass for 
those who would like to stay. All we ask is for some assistance moving the pews in 
the church around and lots of singing. 
 
A CHANGING ATTITUDE OF THE CHURCH IN CHINA:  Chinese com-
munists have had an uneasy relationship with Christians. Faced with caring for a 
growing aged population, the government is welcoming the Churches’ social care. In 
October at a conference in Shanghai on the role of the Christianity in China, Wang 
Xinhua, a government official said the Government welcomes the support of the 
church. Wang spoke of the “beliefs” and “love” expressed by the Church as an ad-
vantage to society. Tellingly, he said China’s charitable sector was facing a crisis of 
confidence due to corruption scandals and that the Church was more trustworthy. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to Frank Ricciardo and his two sons  
Nunzio and Anthony as Maria Ricciardo entered eternal life last Thursday. Vigil Pray-
ers and Rosary will be prayed on Wednesday at 7.30pm at St Anne’s Church and 
followed by Funeral Service next day at 11.30am and committal at Sunbury Ceme-
tery. Both of Maria’s parents died in Sicily during the war when Maria was nine years 
old and she the eldest child was then the carer for her siblings. 
 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND 
ALTAR CARE:  St Anne’s Church—Sue Sexton Ann Twomey CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Natasha & Angelo Snell St Anne’s Church - 
Joe & Mary Kloss Jo Spiteri  COUNTERS: Frank Busuttil Jenny & Peter Ryan Jack Sullivan Kerry Sanford Janet Elliott  GIFT SHOP:  Dolly 
Causer Mary Wicks  LECTORS:  Brendan Morganti Barry mcAloney Teresa Quin Mary Macdermid MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  
6.00pm  Pauline Sharma Jean Skillecorn Dawn Westwood Raeleen cataldo Lucy Foran Paul Hogan Maree Walsh  8.30am Angelo Snell 
Andrew Swan Graeme & Lynne Simpson John & Sheila Stafford Lily Lupa Katherine Thompson 10.30am Sean Quigley Julie Reddan Mary 
Thomas Aileen & Terry Sweeney Kathy Porter Bernadette Anderson Sue Wight  5.30pm  Maree O’Brien Maria Mallia assistance required 

Sunbury Catholic Parish Advent Calendar 2013 
Sun  22 December 7.30pm  Festival of Readings & Carols OLMC (Champagne, Orange Juice and Sausage 
          Sizzle will be served) 
Tues 24 December 7.00pm  Christmas  Mass  Rupertswood Stadium 
   10.00pm  “   St Anne’s Church 
Wed 25 December 8.30am  Christmas  Mass  St Anne’s Church 
   10.30am  “   “ 


