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Liturgy times this week 
Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s  
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s  
 10.30am St Anne’s  
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon: 9.15am  St Anne’s– Liturgy of the Word 
Tues: 7.00pm OLMC 
Wed: 9.15am St Anne’s 
 7.00pm St Anne’s– Prayer of Sorrow 
Thurs: 9.15am St Anne’s 
Frid: 9.15am St Anne’s 
 

Reconciliation 
St Anne’s Church Saturday 10am– 10.30am 

 
Parish Priest: Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting  Priest: Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Coordinator: Mrs Lyn Plummer 
 
St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
St Anne’s Principal : Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal : Paul Hogan 
 

Baptisms:  Celebrated on Sundays.     
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

PURGATORY 
We are one third of the way into the month of November, the last month of 

the liturgical year. The Sunday readings lead us to think of the end times. The Re-
demptorists who conducted numerous parish missions and retreats, and did so with 
tremendous impact, devoted their most memorable talk to making us consider our 
individual end-time. Well do I remember the words of the preacher: ‘One thing is 
certain: death; and after death the judgement.’ Then, after judgement come 
‘heaven’ & ‘hell’.  Since ‘nothing defiled can enter heaven’, ‘purgatory’ comes into 
consideration. 

What is the Church’s teaching on purgatory? The Catholic Catechism 
says this: ‘All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, 
are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purifica-
tion, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.’ 

November has traditionally been the month when we remember to pray 
for our departed loved ones. The Second Book of Maccabees (12:38-46) is the 
classic biblical text underpinning our practice of praying for the deceased. Although 
it is worth quoting in full, I will begin the quotation from verse 42.  

42…and they turned to supplication, praying that the sin that had 
been committed might be wholly blotted out. The noble Judas ex-
horted the people to keep themselves free from sin, for they had 
seen with their own eyes what had happened as a result of the sin of 
those who had fallen. 43He also took up a collection, man by man, to 
the amount of two thousand drachmas of silver, and sent it to Jeru-
salem to provide for a sin offering. In so doing he acted very well 
and honourably, taking account of the resurrection. 44For if he were 
not expecting that those who had fallen would rise again, it would 
have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. 45But if he  
was looking to the splendid reward that is laid up for those who  fall  
asleep in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. 46Therefore he 
made atonement for the dead, so that they might be delivered from 
their sin. 

Back to the Catechism:  ‘The Church gives the name ‘Purgatory’ to this 
final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of the 
damned. The Church formulated her doctrine on Purgatory especially at the Coun-
cils of Florence and Trent.’ 

Let me clear up some myths or misconceptions around the doctrine of 
Purgatory. Nowhere does the Church teach that Purgatory is a place. Nowhere 
does the Church teach about how long GOD takes to purify a soul. Nowhere does 
the Church teach how GOD goes about the purification process. Purgatory is not a 
place, but a state or a process of purification. God is not limited by time in the way 
we understand time. As the Holy Book says, ‘with God a thousand years are like a 
single day.’ Fire is used to purify metals such as gold. The word ‘fire’ with relation 
to Purgatory is used metaphorically, not literally. Instead of speculating about Pur-
gatory, let us leave everything in God’s merciful hands, and let us pray for our de-
ceased loved ones; especially during this month of November. 

Purgatory is best understood as a process by which we are purged of our 
residual selfishness so that we can really become one with the self-giving God, who 
is totally oriented to others. Purgatory is a process of our becoming perfectly hu-
man, perfectly holy, and ready to enjoy the beatific vision where we will see God 
face to face. I am firmly of the belief that much purification happens in this life, as 
we progress towards wholeness and holiness, or as we become more fully human 
and more like God who created us in his own image and likeness. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb 

10 November 2013– Thirty-Second      Sun-
day in  Ordinary Time  

 

Psalm Response:  
Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be full. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; glory and 
kingship be his for ever and ever. 

Alleluia!  
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:  Shelley BEECHAM Angelo DAMIANOS Apolonio 
GAMBA Vicki HEATH Alison HILTON  Anna & Doug 
HUTCHISON Bill & Dawn JANNER Irene LIM Anne 
LYNCH Flor MADLANGAWA Jim O’BRIEN Suzanne 
RENNISON   Irma TAKAKIS Mary TAKAKIS  Ela 
TRAFICANTE 
Recently Deceased: Lazci SZALAY 

Anniversaries:  Ernesto CARASIG Alfred PAGE    
Margaret RODRIGUES 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2013 SUNBURY:  Monday 
11 November, the Sunbury Sub-branch RSL will be 
conducting a short service commencing at 10.45am at 
the Memorial in front of Memorial Hall, Barkley St Sun-
bury. Part of the ceremony will be dedicated to laying of 
Wreaths on the memorial.  
 

KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS:  Local 
members recently helped the Victorian Knights of the 
Southern Cross raise $60,000 for the Priests’ Support 
and Education Fund at a recent fundraising night. A 
cheque for $60,000 was given to Archbishop Hart by 
the State chairman of the Knights, Mr Maurice Skehan. 



REMEMBERING LOVED ONES IN NOVEMBER:  The month of 
November is dedicated to the prayerful memory of the Faithful 
Departed. 
Our parish will celebrate the memory of loved ones in a number 
of ways: 
 At each of our two churches there will be blank leaflets 

to write the names of those who have died, to be placed 
in a Memorial Book of the Dead. This book will be open 
for display and be presented at each Mass during the 
Procession of the Gifts. The leaflets may be taken home 
and returned completed during October. 

 We will celebrate a Mass of Remembrance at OLMC 
Church at 7.30pm on Tuesday November 19. 

 
YOUTH DESSERT COOK BOOK ON SALE NOW: 
please order your Dessert Cook Book at the Parish Office on 
9744 1060. Thank you to all those who contributed recipes. 30 
pages of yummy dessert recipes that will make your mouth wa-
ter. Cost of book is $5.00. 
 
PRAYER OF SORROW: IN RESPONSE TO THE ABUSE OF 
CHILDREN IN INSTITUTIONS: This Wednesday 13th Novem-
ber in St Anne’s Church at 7pm, a service called “Prayer of 
Sorrow: in response to the abuse of children in institutions” 
will be held. We wish to acknowledge the abuse that has 
happened in our Church in the past. We wish to welcome 
everyone to the service. We invite those who were physical-
ly affected by abuse, families of those abused and all pa-
rishioners who have felt betrayed by the treatment of those 
abused by the Church. We would wish that all parishioners 
could come and by their presence say that we are sorry for 
the hurt done by our Church. Experts tell us that healing 
only begins when trust is established. Trust is based on 
truth. Truth comes packaged in honesty and humility.  
The Truth Justice and Healing Council is engaging with 
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse on behalf of the Catholic Church in 
Australia. CEO, Francis Sullivan, can be contacted on 02 
6234 8900 or visit the website: www.tjhcouncil.org.au. 
 
 

LOURDES DAY MASS 2013:  the Order of Malta invite you 
to Lourdes Day Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral on Saturday 7 
December at 10.30am. Additional information is on the flyer at 
the Welcome Desk in St Anne’s church. 
 

2013 RERUM NOVARUM ORATION: In July 2013, the 
Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference implored us to put the 
human dignity of asylum seekers ahead of the national interest. 
Have we instead, replaced love of neighbour with fear of “the 
other”? Mr Kon Karapanagiotidis OAM, founder and CEO of the 
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre will deliver the 2013 Rerum 
Novarum Oration on: Thursday 28th November 2013 Cardinal 
Knox Centre,  383 Albert Street East Melbourne.   Light refresh-
ments from 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. ALL WELCOME.  RSVP / 
Inquires (03) 99265727 or justice @cam.org.au  
 
HOLY LAND OLIVE WOOD ON SALE:  next weekend 
after all masses in St Anne’s Church, religious artifacts made 
from olive wood by families in Bethlehem will be for sale. All 
funds raised will support families in areas of conflict in Bethle-
hem. Items range in price from $10 upwards. Unique idea for a 
Christmas present. 
 

CHRISTMAS ON THE GREEN: The message of Christ brought to the Com-
munity by the combined churches of Sunbury. Saturday 14 December 2013. 
Activities starting 5pm. Nativity Stable with real animals, puppet show, clowns 
and crafts, food and drink stalls followed by Carols at 7pm. Workers are needed 
for setting up tents and food stalls and for actors in the stables. Everyone is 
welcome. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS:  to Jim & Denise O’Brien on celebrating 50 Years of Mar-
riage this weekend. Jim’s tip for a happy and long marriage:” Happy wife– Happy life.” 
 

REPORT OF VICTORIAN PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY: The Victorian Parlia-
mentary Inquiry into the Handling of Child Abuse by Religious and other Non-
Government Organisations is due to report this coming week, 11 – 15 November.  For 
access to the report, the responses by the Church, recent updates, or to sign up for 
email alerts, visit the Church's website: www.facingthetruth.org.au 
 

WELCOME BACK SALESIAN COLLEGE RUPERTSWOOD PAST PUPILS. 
You are invited to a Past Pupils’ Open Day on Saturday 30th November 2013, 10am – 
12noon.Wander the grounds, take a farm tour and enjoy a  
complimentary morning tea together. Please RVSP to Lisa Cole,  
Alumni Relations Manager by 15 November 2013 –  
LCole@scr.vic.edu.au or 9744-0000 
 

MASS FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS:  on Sunday 1 December 2013 at 11am in 
St Patrick’s Cathedral, all expectant mothers are invited to be part of this special 
Mass. Please register your details by calling 9287 5587 by Friday 22 November. All 
women who register will receive a small token of recognition. 
 

NSW BUSHFIRES:  The Diocese of Parramatta has expressed its sincere thanks 
for the concern and offers of support from the public. There has been considerable 
damage to lives and property in the Blue Mountains of NSW, as covered in the Media 
recently. Please continue to pray for the communities affected by the devastation of 
these fires. If you are able to support financially, donations can be made via Catholic-
Care social Services Parramatta via www.ccss.org.au.AM 
 

HOME TO RENT:  3 bedroom house in Diggers Rest. Phone John on 0411 151 
663 for further information. 
 

GIANT CAR BOOT SALE and CRAFT MARKET: Saturday 16th November from 
8.30am - Village Green and Sunbury Uniting Church.  70 cars and many inside craft 
stalls!  This is a chance to do some Christmas shopping!  A few sites are still availa-
ble but be quick! Ring Helen on 9744 3031 or 0407 506 507. Devonshire tea/coffee, 
sausage sizzle, sno-cones, coffee van. Huge second-hand book stall inside - cheap!  
For the kids - jumping castle, Thomas for the littlies inside, lucky dips!  

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND 
ALTAR CARE:  St Anne’s Church– Jo Spiteri CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Raquel Handley & Candice Bowen St Anne’s Church - Lisa 
Crotty Mark & Chris Perry COUNTERS: Frank Busuttil Jenny & Peter Ryan GIFT SHOP: Pat & Peter Readman John Porta LECTORS:  Jo 
Spiteri Jenny Carland Terry Sweeney Christine Wallace MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm  Yvonne Rozario Carmen Ryan Pauline 
Sharma Jean Skillecorn Dawn Westwood Raeleen Cataldo Lucy Foran Paul Hogan 8.30am Christine Cassar Elizabeth Falzon Andrew 
Swan Lloyd D’Crus John & Sheila Stafford Lily Lupa Will Honner 10.30am Julie Reddan Mary Thomas Aileen & Terry Sweeney Bernadette 
Anderson John Bottams Johanna Fahey 5.30pm  Maree O’Brien Alan Slocombe Joanne Spiteri  

PARISH SOCIAL CALENDAR 
SOCIAL JUSTICE FUNDRAISER:  our Parish is supporting St Anne’s Grade 
6 teacher, Kerry Champness raise funds for “Hands Across the Water 
Charity 500km Bike Ride”. She is attempting to raise $5000 by December to 
donate to a new orphanage in Thailand set up for children with HIV. The 
first event is a live band- “The Projectors” who will play their own original 
music. A DJ will also be part of the night. BYO drinks and food to the Par-
ish Centre on Friday 15 November  from 6pm onwards, to support this wor-
thy cause. Tickets are $15 or $40 per family from the Parish Office. Tickets 
will be available at the door. 
 

HIGH TEA:  Also, on Tuesday 26 November from 11am to 1pm, a High Tea 
in the Parish Centre will raise funds for “Hands Across the water”. Tickets 
are $28 from the Parish Office.  
 

EVERGREENS:  Our Lady of Mount Carmel Preps have invited us to lunch-
eon in the Multi-Purpose Room on Thursday 28 November at 12 noon. 
Bookings Frances 9744 19999 
 

EVERGREENS:  Christmas Lunch & Nativity Play on Friday 13 December. 
More details to follow. At Our Lady of Mount Carmel Primary School. 


