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Liturgy times this week 
 

Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s  
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s  
 10.30am St Anne’s  
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon: 9.15am  St Anne’s– Liturgy of the Word 
Tues: 7.00pm OLMC 
Wed: 11.00am Funeral Mass– Elvie Williams 
Thurs: 9.15am St Anne’s 
Frid: 9.15am St Anne’s 
 

Reconciliation 
OLMC Church 10.00am– 10.30am 
     

Parish Priest: Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting  Priest: Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Coordinator: Mrs Lyn Plummer 
 

St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
Acting Principal : Stephen Arthurson 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal : Paul Hogan 
  

Baptisms:  Celebrated on Sundays.     
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 
 

 
   

8 September 2013– Twenty– Third Sunday 
in  Ordinary Time  

 
Psalm Response:  
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

 
Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let your face shine on your servant and teach me 

your laws. 
Alleluia!  

 
LET US PRAY FOR 

Sick:  Denise AZZOPARDI  Antoinette BORG 
Caleb  FARIA   Vicki HEATH Alison HILTON 
Doug    &   Anna   HUTCHISON         Valerie 
KETTLEWELL    Jerry KEOHANE Anne TURN-
BULL Tim WILKES   
 
Recently Deceased:     Mary DUGGAN   Elvie 
WILLIAMS   Noel WILSON  
 
Anniversaries:   Emanuel ATTARD   Stella 
CASSAR Edwin D’CRUZ Anne & Harry DENNER 
Rodolfo DIUCO Jack DORNEY David ELSTON 
Sophie FERNANDES  Florie MATHEW  Charles 
MUSCAT Fred NORRIS Bill STAWICKI Milos 
VEIN Lorenzo & Jose VIST 
  

NEXT WEEKEND 
CATHOLICCARE ANNUAL CHURCH APPEAL

  

‘Hate’ is an emotive and extremely harsh word in our society. In its gospel context, 
the word is not used as an opposite of ‘love’ but as an indication of deserving of 
less significance than another thing. So the teaching about hating father, mother, 
etc can be read as saying that being a disciple of Jesus must take precedence over 
everything else, even family. In 1st Century culture, family was foremost above eve-
rything else; it was the very fibre that held society together. Jesus is saying that 
discipleship must be put above even that which is most important and most intrinsic 
to life in this world. That is why he goes on to tell the two stories about the need to 
count the cost before undertaking an important venture. He makes clear to his lis-
teners that discipleship is more important than anything else and that there are 
huge costs associated with taking it on. A believer has to literally ‘count the cost’ of 
what it will mean to place discipleship above family, friendships, career, politics and 
even life itself. Jesus makes no apologies for the fact that what he is asking is in-
credibly demanding. 

Our ‘possessions’ are all those things – material, emotional, and psycho-
logical – that we cling to and that we think give us our identity and status. 
Jesus called for a radical reinterpretation of status and position. He tells his 
listeners that they cannot truly be disciples if they continue to cling to those 
things that are considered important in this world. They have to surrender 
the things that bind them to this world’s ideas of status and position before 
they can fully embrace the kingdom view of the world. As Jesus said, you 
have to really count the cost! 

Historical Context – Radical poverty 
The earliest Christian communities were characterised by a redistribution of 
all wealth and possessions to ensure that the needs of every single mem-
ber were met. This was the first interpretation of Jesus’ teaching to give up 
possessions to embrace discipleship. Modern religious life, grounded in the 
monastic traditions of the Middle Ages, embraces a radical poverty in order 
to free religious from societal notions of status and power so that they 
might more freely and openly serve others. Lack of possessions and wealth 
brings a humility and openness that is almost impossible when playing the 
game of ‘keeping up with the Joneses’. 

Scriptural context – Honour and Shame 
The first example of counting the cost that Jesus relates is about a man 
building a house without the means to complete it suffering the fate of his 
neighbours making fun of him. Whilst the thought of neighbours laughing at 
our mistake may not be too serious to us, it was a devastating thought in 
the 1st Century. A social code of honour and shame dominated the world 
view at the time. To be shamed by your actions or by the actions of others 
was humiliating and lowered social status. Jesus frequently used the hon-
our-shame code to make his point and challenge social expectations. 

Living the Gospel – Give up my possessions? 
We live in an era of extraordinary wealth in some countries contrasted 
against extraordinary poverty and need in other countries. Accumulation of 
possessions has become a driving force in our society. Flat screen televi-
sions, iPods, multiple computers, games consoles, portable DVD players, 
multifunction mobile phones are all ‘must-have’ items. The thought of sur-
rendering such items may be almost impossible to consider. However, Je-
sus’ message about being a disciple calls to us. How can some people in 
the world surround themselves with such luxuries while others don’t have 
enough to eat? Does the love of ‘possessions’ blind us to the needs of oth-
ers?  …….Greg Sunter (liturgyhelp.com.au/tabs/pring.aspx) 



CONFIRMATION PREPARATION:  we welcome the chil-
dren preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation and their fami-
lies who will be attending all Masses this weekend. As part of 
their preparation the children will be receiving a copy of the 
Creed. The Creed is a “Confirmation”  of our faith and we pray it 
every time we come to Mass. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  to Gerard and Carmel Dug-
gan as their mother, Mary Duggan, entered eternal life last Mon-
day. Mary was born into the Reddan family in 1924 and with her 
brothers Jack and Garry lived on a farm in Holden Road. Mary 
married the late Douglas Duggan. She and Douglas were in-
volved in community organisations and were active visitors with 
St Vincent de paul Society. Mary donated the Mass Vestments 
used at her Funeral mass last Friday. 
Our prayerful sympathy goes also to the family of Elvie Williams, 
especially to Johnny her husband and her daughters, Annette 
Byrne-Phillips, Pauline Drago, Maree Walsh, Margaret, Peter 
and John (dec) and their families. In recent weeks, Elvie called 
her family in and said goodbye. A week or so later, she was 
giving her grandchildren a tutorial on the necessity of prayer in 
our lives. Her Funeral Mass is on Wednesday at 11am. 
 
MAJOR BINGO:  is turning 21 and are  
celebrating at the Sunbury Football Social  
Club on Thursday 26 September. Eyes  
down at 7.30pm and lots of prizes to be won. Books can be paid 
for in advance. See Gary on Thursday. 
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF CANON LAWYERS IN 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND: was held in Adelaide 
over four days last weeks. 106 Catholics, men and women, mar-
ried, religious, priests and bishops received wonderful presenta-
tions from Australian and overseas lecturers. Most of those pre-
sent minister in marriage tribunals. Last year about 480 marriag-
es were declared null. We heard the new Vatican Secretary of 
State is a very bright diplomat, fluent in five languages and will 
be a breath of fresh air for our Church and world. 
    …...Kevin McIntosh 
 
CATHOLICCARE SPECIAL COLLECTION NEXT WEEK-
END:  the annual appeal for the CatholicCare will take place in 
this parish next weekend. CatholicCare has been supporting and 
caring for the families of the Melbourne Archdiocese and relies 
on the support of our Catholic community. Please give gener-
ously so CatholicCare can continue to support families to deal 
with the complex issues they face today. 
 
MAN OF ASSISI: Don’t miss out on a new exciting musical 
titled ‘The Man of Assisi’. This musical is staged by the makers 
of Call of Guadalupe. It follows the life of St Francis & is to be 
performed at 5 star performing arts theatre in 20 -22nd Septem-
ber. It is a very entertaining performance with stunning cos-
tumes, fantastic music & inspirational musical premier.  300 
tickets have already been sold so get in quick to avoid missing 
out. Contact 0413398528 or geraldine343@gmail.com  or to buy 
tickets 03)90175065 or visit www.lifemusicals.com Our parish 
has been offered the option to have a group of six people will get 
one person admitted for free. 

 

YOUTH GROUP FUND RAISING:  calling all keen bakers!!! Our youth group 
need your best cake and bake recipes to develop the Parish Cook Book. We are 
just looking for cakes and sweets at this time (if it goes well, a soup, casserole 
and curry one will follow). Please drop your recipes into the parish office or 
email sunbury@cam.org.au. All donations for recipes will be acknowledged in 
the cookbook. Closing date will be 6 October, so book orders can start being 
taken immediately. Any family legend recipes to share? Gran’s best apple pie? 
Aunt Jenny’s chocolate cake?  
 
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH FESTIVAL: 5-7 DECEMBER IN MEL-
BOURNE:  for those who missed out on going to World Youth Day in Rio last week, 
please consider    attending the Australian Catholic Youth Festival in December. We 
would like to represent Sunbury in the best possible way! So please let the Parish 
Office know of your intention to attend the festival by calling 9744 1060. An experi-
ence not to be missed for those aged from Year 9 to 25 year olds. The organisers are 
also looking for volunteers to help at the event. Parents and Grandparents can get 
behind this event to involve their children/ grandchildren to this special event. 
 

RETREAT IN DAILY LIFE:   a four week program of guided prayer is being offered 
at Corpus Christi Community, Greenvale starting Monday 18 November. These 
weeks based on Ignatian Spirituality, are a way of finding God in everyday life. This is 
a group prayer program where participants pray at home for at least half an hour 
each day and meet once a week to share experiences of prayer. Further info on the 
Noticeboard in St Anne’s Church. Call Jacinta Bright on 0425 710 797 for more info. 
 

YEAR OF FAITH REFLECTION: Year of Faith started on October 11 2012. On 
behalf of the Legion of Mary, this month we pray for the following:   We pray we will 
be open to understand God’s Word. 
 
YEAR OF FAITH:  The Life , Marriage & Family Centre recently produced a mar-
riage and family resource for the Year of Faith. Titled “Eat together...Pray together.. 
Go to Mass together” the resource outlines the importance of families sharing the 
simple traditions of Catholic family life together. Families come in all different shapes 
and sizes. There is some reflection on the role of the family. Also, there is a beautiful 
card available on the Welcome Desk in St Anne’s foyer about praying the Rosary. 
Please take one and pray it as family if you wish or on your own as a meditation. 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND 
ALTAR CARE:  St Anne’s Church– Jo Spiteri CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Mary Alkemade St Anne’s Church - Narelle Anderson Maree 
Cocks COUNTERS: Kelly Stark Vern & Maureen Walters GIFT SHOP: Dolly Causer Mary Wicks LECTORS:  Colin & Coreen Wilson Te-
resa Quin Paul Hogan Kevin Crowley  MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm Dawn Westwood  Raeleen Cataldo  Lucy Foran  Paul  
Hogan Maree Walsh Carmen Ryan Carmel Pritchard 8.30am Glenda Shanahan Colin & Coreen Wilson Lily Lupa Katherine Thompson Jo 
& Carmel Wiegerink Tom Allen 10.30am Julie Reddan Mary Thomas Aileen & Terry Sweeney Kathy Porter Bernadette Anderson John 
Bottams Sue Wight 5.30pm  Maree O’Brien Help required  

PARISH SOCIAL CALENDAR 
YOUTH DISCO:  will be held in the Parish Centre on Saturday 21 September 
from 7pm to 10pm. (Please note change of date).  Cost is $15 for secondary 
students. Pizza and can of drink is included in this price. Contact Garnet 
Jacob on 0411 286 428 for further information. 
 

INTERNATIONAL GATHERING:  will be held after 10.30am Mass on Sunday 
6 October in the Parish Centre. If you would like to read one of the Prayers 
of the Faithful in your native language, please contact the office, so that we 
can get the prayer to you asap. All families are encouraged to be part of 
this annual event. In the parish Centre, people are invited to display their 
culture. Tables will be set up to reflect important historical people repre-
senting various countries. If you would like to contribute to your native 
nations’ table set up, please contact Garnet for more information. It may be 
by performing a song or dance. You are welcome to bring a plate of inter-
national food to share. Drinks will be sold at the Parish Centre. Please reg-
ister you details with Garnet Jacob on 0411 286 428 for further information. 
 

PARISH HIGH TEA:  will be held on Tuesday October 15 from 1pm to 4pm. 
(Please note change of date) Our last event went very well, so please come 
along and share high tea and a few laughs. We will have the fashion show 
and a raffle where everyone wins– but there will be a twist this time! Please 
RSVP to Jo on 9744 1060 by September 23 for catering purposes. Tickets 
are $30.00. Fashion show will be by Postie Fashions and 10% of sales go to 
charity. 


