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Liturgy this week 
 

Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s  
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s  
 10.30am St Anne’s  
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon: 9.15am  Liturgy of the Word– St Anne’s  
Tues: 7.00pm OLMC   
Wed: 9.15am St Anne’s  & Adoration 
Thurs: 9.15am St Anne’s 
Frid: 9.15am  St Anne’s 
   

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 10.00am-10.30am OLMC 

 
Parish Priest: Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting  Priest: Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Coordinator: Mrs Lyn Plummer 
 

St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
Principal : Ms Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal : Mr Paul Hogan 
  

Parish Information  
Baptisms:  Celebrated on Sundays.     
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

12 MAY 2013 – THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
Psalm Response: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of  
   trumpets for the Lord.     
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! 
   Go and teach all people my gospel. I am with you always, 
   until the end of the world. 
   Alleluia! 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Irene AGIUS Tristan EDDY Caleb FARIA Trevor FEEHAN Bill FULTON     
Winnie GREEN Kathleen JOHNSON   Barry MITCHELL   Ken SIMON 
Recently Deceased:  Carmel BUGEJA Dot MCGREGOR  Sr Monica MITNER  
Anniversaries:  John FALZON Francis KENNA Greta KENNA Gerard KENNA   
Maryanne SCHEMBRI  

THE ASCENSION 
In ‘The Angelus’ we turn to Mary, our Mother, with this petition: ‘Pray for us, O 

holy Mother of God that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.’ We can 
sometimes wonder, ‘What are these promises of Christ?’ One of the most consoling 
promises of Christ is found in the very last sentence of Matthew’s Gospel. ‘And behold, I 
will be with you always until the end of time.’ The theme of ‘God with us’ is a significant 
feature of Matthew’s gospel. The infant Jesus is called ‘emmanuel’, a name which, 
Matthew explains, means ‘God with us’. It is Matthew’s Gospel which reports Jesus 
saying: ‘Where two or three of you are gathered in my name, “I am there in your 
midst.” However, Matthew does not tell us how Jesus is ‘with us’. It is left to the Gos-
pels of Luke and John to tell us ‘how’. 

At the Last Supper - according to John - Jesus delivers a long farewell 
speech. In that speech Jesus makes these promises: (i) ‘I will not leave you or-
phans.’ (ii) ‘I will not leave you desolate.’ (iii) ‘I will pray for you, and the Father will give 
you another counsellor to be with you forever.’ Today, we celebrate the feast of the 
‘Ascension’. We celebrate that day when Jesus withdrew his physical presence from his 
disciples. Next Sunday we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spir-
it into the newly-found church. 

To the disciples, the disappearing of Jesus must have been a sad event. But 
when Jesus leaves, the Spirit takes over, to ‘be with’ the disciples as a dynamic power. 
He will be ‘with them’ and ‘in them’: (i) strengthening their faith in Jesus, (ii) helping 
them to understand all that Jesus had taught them, (iii) empowering them to live the 
Gospel, and (iv) giving them courage for the trials ahead. The Spirit of Jesus, who is 
‘with them’ and ‘in them’, is also ‘with us’ and ‘in us’ doing the very same things: 
strengthening, enlightening, consoling, encouraging and empowering us.  

Jesus once said to Phillip: ‘Why do you ask to see the Father? To see me is 
to see the Father. I and the Father are One.’ The Holy Spirit can say the same thing to 
us. ‘Why do you want to experience Jesus? To experience me is to experience Jesus. I 
and Jesus are One.’ So while we, along with the disciples, look wistfully up to the heav-
ens for Jesus, let us remember that he is here with us in his Spirit. The going of Jesus is 
absolutely necessary for the coming of the Holy Spirit. In the words of Jesus: ‘It is to 
your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Spirit will not come to you. 
But, if I go, I will send him to you.’ 

The Ascension, of course, is the ultimate triumph and glorification of Jesus, as 
he takes his rightful place at the right side of the Father. The Ascension also celebrates 
that day – in the future - when the faithful Christian soul takes her rightful and glorious 
place in the Kingdom. ‘I go to prepare you a place so that where I am you may be too.’ 
On this festival day of the Lord’s ascension into heaven there is much to celebrate. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb 

 
 

 
 
 

The following children from our parish will 
be baptised today: 
Sofie BRASZELL 
Autumn FALL 
Zoe FALL 
Abbey FALL 
Xavier ROBERTS 
We joyfully welcome them into our parish community. 
 
 

MAY MASS COUNT:  the Christian denominations 
each May collect data on the numbers of Australians 
who take part in Sunday worship. Our collectors will be 
counting us at each of the May Masses. 
 

TIP PASSES:  our parish would appreciate parishioners 
who do not use their tip passes from their Hume Council 
rates to consider donating them to the Parish. Each tip 
trip costs over $50 and there have been quite a few trips 
made to the tip to keep the parish looking beautiful. 
Please drop original notices to the Parish Office if you 
can help. Thanks.  ....Maintenance Team 
 
FOUNDATION YEAR 2014 AT OUR SCHOOLS:  inter-
views of parents and children have  commenced and 
continue until Friday 7 June at the Parish Office. It is 
essential the prospective student attends with the par-
ents or guardians. 

 
SPECIAL COLLECTION  

NEXT WEEK 
CHAPLAINCY SUNDAY 

 

 
 



 

      ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND 
ALTAR CARE:  St Anne’s Church– Lyn Dillon Julie Wright CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Lucy Gatt St Anne’s Church -  Megan Feain Joy 
O’Connor COUNTERS: Bernie Owens Hilda Kocianic Mary Reay Mary Alkemade  
GIFT SHOP:  Roselle Duckworth Jack Reddan LECTORS:  Mary Macdermid Lyn Mandouit Beth Warburton Mary Wicks  MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION:  6.00pm Yvonne Rozario Carmen Ryan Pauline Sharma Jean Skillecorn Dawn Westwood Raeleen Cataldo Lucy Foran Paul 
Hogan  8.30am Will Honner Christine Cassar Elizabeth Falzon Lloyd D’Crus John & Sheila Stafford Lily Lupa 10.30am Julie Reddan Mary 
Thomas Aileen & Terry Sweeney Kathy Porter Bernadette Anderson John Bottams Johanna Fahey 5.30pm  Alan Slocombe Paula Seric   
 

SUNBURY CHRISTIAN CHURCHES:  prayer service for Christian 
Unity will take place at St Andrew’s Unity Church, Village Green  on 
Wednesday 15 May at 7.30pm. Parishioners are encouraged to attend 
this ecumenical prayer service to show their support for Christian Unity 
as Jesus prayed at the Last Supper.  
 

OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to the family of Dot 
McGregor who entered eternal life suddenly last Saturday aged 93 
years. Dot, a widow for 37 years, came to our Parish in 1983. She and 
her late sister, Irene Hamilton, used to walk to Mass daily. Dot was a 
contributor to Thanksgiving Offering. Dot has a loving family around 
her. When she fell at her home, the paramedic found her holidng the 
hand of her great granddaughter whose Baptism Dot attended last 
month. Her Vigil and Mass were celebrated last week. 
 

FEAST OF THE VISITATION:  The Maltese Gharb Club of 
Melbourne invites you to celebrate the Feast of the Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to St Elizabeth on Sunday 2 June at St 
Bernadette’s Catholic Community Centre, Cooke Ave, North 
Sunshine. Mass at 2.30pm celebrated by Mons Benedict Camilleri 
followed by a function in the foyer.  
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND: Forget life’s tensions 
and interruptions and rekindle the closeness, intimacy, love and ro-
mance that brought you together in the first place. Your marriage de-
serves that kind of attention. Couples and a priest present the week-
end. It is based around Catholic values but couples of all faiths are 
welcome. 2013 weekend dates : 14-16 June, 9-11 Aug and 18-20 Oct 
in Melbourne. Starts 7pm on Frid. Ends 5pm Sunday. Accomm and all 
meals provided. For further info and bookings: Contact Marianne& 
Marcel (03) 9733 0997 or Email vicbookings@wwme.org.au 
 

YEAR OF FAITH REFLECTION:  Year of faith started on October 
11 2012. On behalf of the Legion of Mary, this month we pray for the 
following: We pray for those who are easily discouraged in prayer. 
 

OLMC YOUTH CHOIR:  welcome all new members. Those inter-
ested can get further information from olmcyouthchoir@yahoo.com. 
Professional singing coaches lead the children, who sing at 10.30am 
Mass most months of the year. 
 

BAPTISM OF SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN: A number of school 
age children will be baptised at the 10.30 Mass at St. Anne's Church 
on Sunday 16 June.  If you have school age children who are interest-
ed in being baptised at that time, please contact the Parish Office on 
9744 1060 so that preparation can be arranged.  If you know someone 
who might be interested, ask them to contact the Parish Office as 
soon as possible. 
 

CALLING ALL SHOPPERS:  for those parishioners who shop at 
Woolworths, the Earn and Learn stickers are available with each pur-
chase. If you collect these for both of our schools, it would help them 
access more learning resources for the children. Please drop into the 
Parish office. Thanks. 
 

MORNING PRAYER WITH MARY:  will take place on Wednesday 
15 May after 9.15am mass. All welcome. Pray Rosary, Reflection, 
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament. 
 
YOUTH FUNDRAISING:  we are hoping 
to raise funds for the upcoming Australian 
Youth Festival in December. We are having 
an information session for those interested in 
participating  and volunteers. The meeting will be in St Anne’s 
Church Friday 17 May from 6-6.30pm. All welcome. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL WINTER APPEAL:  will be held on  
Sunday 9 June. There will be a St Vincent de Paul meeting 
Monday 13 May at 7pm in St Anne’s Church. 
  
HOSPITALITY OVER THE NEXT FEW SUNDAYS:  when the hospitalier 
Order of the Brothers of St John of God were formed three centuries ago, they 
took a fourth vow of hospitality in addition the normal evangelical vows of pov-
erty, charity and obedience. They did this as being hospitable is not always 
easy. Over the next three Sundays, we will not be able to sit in our normal pew, 
there will be more cars in the carpark and our Mass will take 5 minutes longer. 
As Jesus welcomed the  little children he said, “in welcoming them, you wel-
come me.” Let us be hospitable and friendly to our visitors and respect our 
children by staying until after Blessing and Dismissal “Go in Peace to love one 
another.”      …...Liturgy Team 
 
APPLICATION TO INCREASE POKER MACHINES IN SUNBURY:  
Sunbury United Sporting Club in Mitchells Lane has applied to the Victorian 
Commission for Gambling to increase by 85% the number of poker machines at 
their club. Sunbury residents may comment on this application in writing. 
Please visit www.vcglr.vic.gov.au or 1300 182 457 for contact details. Com-
ments close on 29 May. 
Your submission may be helped by material from the Australian Churches 
Gambling Taskforce whose members include Archbishop Philip Wilson Chair of 
Australian Catholic Bishops and the CEO of St Vincent de Paul and Catholic 
Social Services. 
 

OUR EASTER SYMBOL:  will be a replica stone which at the Resurrection of 
Jesus was rolled away from the tomb. “On the first day of the week, the women 
went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up they saw the 
stone, which was very large had already been rolled back” (Mark 16:2-4). 
Hence the stone by itself reminds us of the empty tomb, the sign Jesus has 
risen.  
 

ROTARY CLUB OF SUNBURY:  will be holding a Country & Western night 
on Saturday 18 May from 6.30pm in Sunbury Memorial Hall. BYO supper & 
Drinks. $15 entry includes entertainment, Tea & Coffee. Fantastic Live Band. 
Tickets available from N & M Catering on 9744 7283 or Mannie on 0421 490 
134 or Kerry 0411 287 781. More info on St Anne’s foyer Noticeboard. 
 

CATHOLICCARE’S GALA BALL:  will be held at the Plaza Ballroom on 
Thursday 30 May and is the major fund raiser for Alcohol & Other Drug Family 
Services. The funds raised go toward funding alcohol & other drug family coun-
sellors in the Western Region of Melbourne. The program is focused on restor-
ing the wellbeing and relationships of those affected by problematic alcohol and 
other drug use. Contact 9287 555 for further information. 
 

ONE PENTECOST:  a new dawn is breaking! Sund19 May at 7.15pm St 
John’s Hall, 494 Whitehorse Rd, Mitcham. Contemporary Christian music that 
will stir your heart. Preaching that will inspire. Melbourne Youth are uniting for a 
Pentecost celebration like no other. $10 entry. Further info contact 0406 803 
565. 
 

READER’S OF GOD’S WORD:  the Word of God is like water to the thirsty 
soul. Therefore, the quality of the reader’s proclamation determines whether 
our service will help or hinder the assembly in its listening and faith response to 
God’s word. Tuesday 28 may and Tuesday 4 June 7.30pm-9.30pm at Cathe-
dral Room, Cardinal Knox Centre, 383 Albert Rd, East Melbourne. Contact 
9926 5761 for more info. 
 

CHAPLAINCY SUNDAY:  there will be the special collection for Chaplaincy 
next Sunday. The funds collected will assist funding of our chaplains in public 
hospitals, prison and youth justice ministries. Your donations will help spread 
the word of the Lord to those in need. 


