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Liturgy this week 
 

Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s 
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s 
 10.30am St Anne’s 
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon: 9.15am St Anne’s– Liturgy of the Word 
Tues: 7.00pm OLMC 
Wed: 9.15am St Anne’s 
Thurs: 9.15am St Anne’s 
Fri: 9.15 am  St Anne’s 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 10.00 -10.30am OLMC 

 

Parish Priest: Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting  Priest: Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Coordinator: Mrs Lyn Plummer 
 

St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
Principal : Ms Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal : Mr Paul Hogan 
 Parish Information  
Baptisms:  Celebrated on Sundays.     
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

10 March 2013–  Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Psalm Response: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
   I will rise and go to my father and tell him: 
   Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 
   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Kathleen CRAMERI Caleb FARIA Trevor FEEHAN Eduardo GAJO Susana 
GAMBE Lydia GIBCZYNSKI Doug & Aileen  HUTCHISON Bill JANNER Adele & 
Norman JOHNSON Joan KOREN Bishop Joe O’CONNELL Frank O’MAHONEY 
Michael RIGBY Molly ROBERTS  Irma TAKAKIS Vicki WARD  
Recently Deceased:  Eileen CHAMPNESS Fr John DALY  Gwen LUMSDEN Alec 
MCCOLG AN Margaret PITHIE 
Anniversaries:  Leo O’BRIEN Kathleen THOMAS   

GOD in SEARCH of the LOST and BEWILDERED 
Some years ago Fr John Powell, author of many books, told the story of a 

woman who came from a poor economic background. One day she met the man of her 
dreams. He was not only a lovely man but also a man of considerable wealth. And 
when he asked her to marry him she was absolutely thrilled. After the wedding they 
moved into a beautiful house in a lovely neighbourhood. Then tragedy struck. The wom-
an began to feel extremely ill and her illness was diagnosed as terminal. The impact of 
this tragic news made the woman furious with God. One evening she got out of her hos-
pital bed, put on her dressing gown and struggled along the corridor to the chapel. She 
had a speech prepared. She was going to give God both barrels. ‘Oh God, you are a 
fraud. For 2000 years you have been passing yourself off as LOVE. But every time any-
one finds a little happiness you pull the rug from under her feet. Well, I just want you to 
know that I’ve had it with you.’ When she entered the chapel it was dark. No one else 
was there. She struggled up the aisle on her way to the front. Weak and exhausted she 
fell on the carpet and lay there for a while. When she came to she caught sight of some 
words woven into the carpet, ‘Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.’ Suddenly, all her an-
gry words, all her desire to tell God off, were gone. All that was left were the words, 
‘Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.’ She rested her head on her crossed arms and lis-
tened. Deep within herself she heard: ‘All I ask of you is to turn your life over to me. You 
have never done that: the doctors here do their best to treat you, but I alone can cure 
you.’ The story from here can go two ways: 

A miracle took place and the woman was cured. 
 No miracle took place. The woman died but she died peacefully and reconciled 

with her God. 
God cops a lot of criticism not only from his enemies but from some of his 

best friends. St Teresa once said, ‘No wonder God has so few friends for he seems to 
treat them so badly.’ Chapter 15 of Luke’s Gospel begins with a criticism of Jesus be-
cause he was too often seen in the company of sinners and eating with them. In answer 
to this criticism, Jesus comes up with three parables: (i) the lost sheep, (ii) the lost coin, 
and (iii) the lost Son. 

In each parable: the shepherd, the woman and the father appear to go over-
board in their celebration of recovering what was lost. The shepherd, the woman and 
the father all seem to act stupidly: the shepherd leaves ninety-nine sheep to fend for 
themselves, while he goes off to look for the lost one; the woman turns the house up-
side down in search for one lost coin; and the father lets his son make the biggest mis-
take of his life, and then welcomes him back as if nothing had happened. We sympa-
thise with the faithful and dutiful son in his criticism of the extravagance and silly behav-
iour of the father. It seems that God’s ways are very different from ours. We count our 
losses and get on with life, but God never gives up on the lost soul. It reminds me once 
again of that famous poem by Francis Thompson, ‘The Hound of Heaven.’ In the po-
em, Francis has been fleeing God because he feels God has been treating him badly. 

The following children from our parish will 
be baptised today: 
Allira HOLLANDS 
Eliza LIVINGSTONE 
We joyfully welcome them into our parish  
community. 
 

PROJECT COMPASSION:  Your donations to Caritas 
Australia’s Project Compassion help create the just and 
compassionate world that God desires. Like the Loving 
Father in today’s Gospel, let our love for others open our 
hearts to give generously especially to those in need. 
 
ST PATRICKS EVE BASKET SUPPER/ 
DANCE: Next Satruday at 16 March 2013  
from 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. Keep this  
date free to come and rock your socks off! The 
“Ripchords” will be playing music from the 50’s, 60’s, 
70’s, and 80’s with a good sprinkling of Irish thrown in. 
Gather a table of 10 or come on your own and make new 
friends and get into the Spirit of St Patrick’s Day.  Bring 
along food to share with those on your table. Tickets are 
$20 per head. Tickets are going fast– don’t wait too long! 
Inquiries and payments to the Parish Office.  
 

PRAYER SERVICE:  will be held on Tuesday March 19 
at 7.30pm at St Anne’s Church. It is hoped that this pray-
er service will help those dealing with abuse in the 
Church, or those feeling betrayed, may be able to start 
their healing process. Everyone is welcome. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS:  and welcome to our newest 
member of our Altar Servers team, Jacob Warburton. 

Jesus is the truth– He will set us free 



 

FOUNDATION YEAR 2014 (PREP ENROLMENTS):  Information ses-
sions for parents wishing to enrol their children in the Foundation Year (First 
year at school) at our Parish Schools will be held on Tuesday 13 March at 2pm 
and 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. 
 

YOUTH LENT SESSION:  on Friday 15 March from 7.15pm 
to 8.15pm at St Anne’s Church, our youth have invited all 
families to participate in “Stations of the Cross”. All families are 
welcome to bring crosses of many shapes and sizes. This will 
be displayed on a table at the Place of Honour. After the 
service, volunteers will share the wonders of the significance of 
the cross, its history and symbolism. The focus on the cross is 
very relevant to this time of Lent. For further info contact Garnet Jacob on 0411 
286 428, On behalf of the OLMC Youth Group 
 

THE CAGLIERO PROJECT:  is seeking people who are interested in 
volunteering overseas in a Salesian school, youth centre or orphanage. 
Cagliero volunteers are deployed for 6-12 months in the Asia/Pacific region. 
Are you ready to take up the challenge? For more inforamtion about the project 
and the application process please visit our website: www.cagliero.org.au. 
 

MARY MACKILLOP HERITAGE CENTRE: at 362 Albert St, East Mel-
bourne, will be open to the public on Saturday 16 March from 10am to 4pm. 
This will enable visitors to take a tour of the Mary MacKillop Museum, pray in 
the chapel where Mary prayed, visit the gift shop and enjoy light refreshments.  
 

THE TWILIGHT SCHOOL:  OPEN HOUSE AT RUPERTSWOOD:   
Wednesday 13 March at 6.30pm two guest speakers will be present; with re-
freshments for purchase. Contact Bruno Lettieri for further info at blettie-
ri@scr.vic.edu.au. Refer noticeboard in St Anne’s foyer. 
 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY: SUNDAY 10 MARCH– please 
remember and pray for the important women in your lives today. Happy is 
she who has compassion and courage, dignity and 
understanding, sincerity and awareness, for she is a 
woman. 
 

CATHOLIC HEALTH AUSTRALIA– CHA:  represents the largest single 
grouping of non-government health and aged care in Australia. On Friday CGA 
gave politicians a blueprint of six priotities for health reform including improving 
health outcomes for the disadvantaged, increased focus on preventative 
health, better consumer engagement and governance. Blueprint is on 
www.cha.org.au. 
 
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS REACH OUT TO WOMEN IN 
SLAVERY:  religious sisters and brothers have been campaigning against 
human trafficing in Australia. As the former Attorney-General, Nicola Roxon 
said, “Australia is not immune from this insideous form of modern day slavery.” 
The Catholic Religious have produced programs to be broadcast on ethnic 
radio stations in Thai, Vietnamese and Mandarin. More info can be found at 
ACRATH.org.au. 

      ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND 
CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Beth Girdwood St Anne’s Church -  Cedric D’Souza Lili Lupa  
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: Bernadette Dowling Sr Jose` Noy   COUNTERS: Frank Busuttil Jenny & Peter Ryan Judith Ibrahim  
GIFT SHOP:  John Porta   LECTORS:  Mary Macdermid Jenny Carland Terry Sweeney Mary Wicks 
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm Dawn Westwood Raeleen Cataldo Lucy Foran Paul Hogan Maree Walsh Carmen Ryan Eileen 
Naylor Carmel Pritchard 8.30am Glenda Shanahan Colin & Coreen Wilson Lily Lupa Katherine Thompson Jo & Carmel Wiegerink Tom Allen 
10.30am Julie Reddan Mary Thomas Aileen & Terry Sweeney Kathy Porter Bernadette Anderson John Bottams Sue Wight   5.30pm  Paula 
Seric Maree O’Brien 

OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:   we offer to Catherine McColgan as 
her husband of 54 years, Alec, entered eternal life last week after a long 
illness. Alec and Catherine married in Scotland and emigrated to 
Australia in 1961. Here, they were blessed with seven children: Stephen, 
Anne, James, Margaret, Louise, Pauline and Mark. They came to our 
parish in 1992 and were practising and contributing parishioners. We 
thank the Ministers of Communion for the ministry to Alec while he was 
in Goonawarra Aged Care. His Funeral was held here last week.  
 
We also extend our prayers and smpathy to Kerry Champness, her 
husband Denis and their children as Kerry’s mother, Eileen Champness, 
entered eternal life last Tuesday. Eileen and her husband John were our 
Sunbury parishioners with their two children Damon and Kerry from 
1973 to 1989. Eileen suffered a long illness and entered eternal life 
peacefully at home with her husband John beside her last Tuesday. Her 
funeral Mass will be celebrated here on Wednesday at 11am followed by 
burial at Keilor cemetery. 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT THROUGH THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING:  Our accountant has examined our expenses and income 
for 2012. Our offerings have meant we were able to continue repaying 
our loans $2789 per week, pay our insurance $541 per week, our 
Archdiocesan levy $439 per week, candles, bread and wine for Mass 
$103 per week. Our debt on 1 January 2013 was $333,269. A fuller 
statement of accounts will be printed on your next statement for 
Thanksgiving Offering. 
 

LENTEN REFLECTIONS:  we are running Lenten reflections after 
8.30am Mass in the Parish Centre for approximately 40 minutes. The 
sessions will be repeated the following Tuesday after 7.00pm Mass at 
OLMC Church.  
 

EASTER MASSES:  will be celebrated at 8pm on Saturday 30 March. 
On Sunday 31 March at 8.30am and 10.30am. The Liturgy Planning 
Team decided last Thursday that due to the low numbers last year, the 
5.30pm Mass will not be celebrated this Easter Sunday. 
 
 

PALMS FOR PALM SUNDAY:  just a reminder for those who can 
supply palms for Palm Sunday Mass and if possible, could they be 
brought to St Anne’s Church by noon on Saturday 23 March please. 
 
AN IRISH GIFT TO OUR CHURCH OF MELBOURNE:  has been 
Fr John Daly who entered eternal life last Saturday after 60 years of 
priestly service to the People of God in various parishes, including Yea, 
Dandenong North, Balwyn, East Coburg, East Brighton and St Albans 
(1987-2007). In 1952, several Irish priests came to Melbourne. His 
brother Dan followed and supported John who suffered much illness. 
 
YEAR OF FAITH REFLECTION:  Year of faith started on October 11 
2012. On behalf of the Legion of Mary, this month we pray for  the 
following: We pray that parents may remain close to Christ and be 
strong and faithful to their vocation to be teachers of their children. 

God chases Francis down the lanes and alleys until he catches up with him. When God catches him – as a hound catches its prey – 
God says to him,  

All which I took from thee, I did take not for thy harms 
But just that thou might seek it , in my arms. 
Rise, clasp my hand, and come. 

I dedicate this piece of writing to a woman who might have had some harsh words of criticism to level at God as she struggled to make 
sense of and accept the cancer that racked her body. This woman finally fell asleep in the arms of her God. May she - and all who suffered like her 
- rest peacefully in the Father’s arms. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb 


