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Liturgy this week 
 

Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s 
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s 
 10.30am St Anne’s 
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon: 9.15 St Anne’s– Liturgy of the Word 
Tues: 7.00pm OLMC 
Wed: 9.15am St Anne’s 
Thurs: 9.15am St Anne’s 
Fri: 9.15 am  St Anne’s 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 10.00 -10.30am OLMC 

 

Parish Priest: Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting  Priest: Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Coordinator: Mrs Lyn Plummer 
 

St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
Principal : Ms Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal : Mr Paul Hogan 
 Parish Information  
Baptisms:  Celebrated on Sundays.     
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

17 February 2013–  First Sunday of Lent 
Psalm Response: Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble. 
Gospel Acclamation: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
   No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that  
   comes from the mouth of God. 
   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Caleb FARIA Eduardo GAJO Susana GAMBE Bill JANNER Adele & Norman 
JOHNSON Frank O’MAHONEY Margaret PITHIE Dawn STEVENS Irma TAKAKIS 
Vicki WARD Tim WILKES 
Recently Deceased: Ted MEANEY Fr Charles O”MAHONY Jack RENNIE 
Anniversaries: Ricky ATKINS  Richard LUPA  Maria STAWICKI  Paola TANASI 

THE TEMPTATIONS OF CHRIST 
I’ve been told on good authority that in many parts of the world Jesuit novices 

undertake a pilgrimage. For over a week the novice has to walk to a place of Catholic 
pilgrimage begging for his food and accommodation. He cannot reveal his Jesuit identity 
or what he is doing. One Jesuit writes: ‘It’s the only time in my life I’ve experienced real 
hunger and been reduced to a beggar. There were many knock-backs, but there were a 
few occasions when people were extremely generous. We were told not to mention our 
Jesuit status at the outset, but, once we were invited into the house, we could then re-
veal our identity to reassure the household that we were not Jack the Ripper or a con 
man. If we were offered the garage and a sandwich we could not flash our Jesuit badge 
to get an upgrade. One woman who welcomed me into her home questioned me at 
length as to where I came from, where I was going and how I got here. She then de-
clared, “I think I can trust you.” She ushered me into her home, put me in her guest 
room, gave me a meal that night, and breakfast next morning. I thanked her, compli-
mented her on her wonderful generosity and told her who I was. This was her response, 
“Listen, sunshine, I knew you were OK. Let’s face it: you’re the best presented and most 
articulate beggar I’ve ever met.”’ 

In today’s gospel we are told that Jesus fasted for forty days. I’d find it hard to 
fast for forty hours. But a word of warning! Numbers in the Bible are never meant to be 
taken at face value. One, three, seven, twelve & forty: all have specific meanings. For-
ty indicates a time of formation. We recall the story of Noah and the great flood when it 
rained for forty days and forty nights. God wanted to wash away the sinful world and start 
afresh with a new creation. We recall the forty years of wandering in the desert of the 
Hebrew people in preparation for entry into the Promised Land. It was a time of trial, 
cleansing and formation. The Church sets aside forty days of renewal and re-formation 
and calls it Lent. In today’s story of the temptation of Jesus, Luke tells us that Jesus con-
fronts evil head on and is tempted in every way that we are. 

Let’s be clear about one thing: temptation is not sin. Let’s be clear about anoth-
er thing. Everything created by God is good. Bread is good. Power is good. Miracles are 
good. It’s the abuse of bread, power and miracles that is not good. To bribe people with 
bread is not good. To use power to oppress others is not good. To use miracles as 
stunts is not good. When we look at our temptations they often appear as good things, 
but they have a sting in the tail which is always destructive. My mind goes back fifty 
years to a classroom scene. One of my fellow trainee teachers was giving a lesson on 
temptation to a group of fourth graders. He drew a donkey standing in front of a feeding 
trough. The donkey was wearing green glasses. The trough was full of straw. But the 
green glasses made the straw look like grass. The devil can confuse us by dressing up 
evil and giving it a good face. But I believe that we are quite capable of confusing our-
selves without any help from the devil. We need to be alert to our own tendency to hood-
wink ourselves. The more we succumb to temptation the more sin takes hold of our lives 
blinding us to the truth. We lose the sense of sin and we think we’re OK when in fact 
we’re not. Lent is a time of healing and cleansing. It’s a time of renewal, a time of grace, 
and a time of reconciliation.      PTO 

The following children from our parish will 
be baptised today: 
Logan CARUSO CHESTNUT 
Anderson MC DONALD 
We joyfully welcome them into our parish community. 
 

PROJECT COMPASSION:  Your support for Project 
Compassion gives expression to the Gospel imperative 
to help those suffering from poverty and disadvantage. 
The Matuba Children’s Centre in Mozambique, run by 
Caritas Chokwe, offers orphaned and vulnerable children 
food, clean water, educational support, livelihood training 
and a place where children can be safe, happy and 
healthy. Please donate to Project Compassion today.  
 

NEW CATHOLICS: Today, the first Sunday of Lent, 
our Candidates, their sponsors and families together with 
the RCIA Team, will join hundreds of others at the Rite of 
Election at St Patrick’s Cathedral at 2.30pm this after-
noon. The Candidates and Catechumens are presented, 
on our behalf by their sponsors to the Archbishop and 
reaffirm their commitment to becoming members of the 
Catholic Community. It is a very moving ceremony which 
marks the beginning of an intensive period of preparation 
for those who will be received  into the Church, by Bap-
tism, Confirmation and reception of the Eucharist for the 
first time at the Easter Vigil. If anyone is interested in at-
tending this inspirational ceremony, you will be most wel-
come.  
 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK:   
Mon 18 Feb St Vincent de Paul 7pm St Anne’s Church 
Wed 20 Feb PCT                       7.30pm Parish Centre 

Jesus is the truth– He will set us free 



LENTEN SESSIONS:  we will be running Lenten Sessions after 8.30am Mass 
in the Parish Centre for approximately 40 minutes. The sessions will be repeat-
ed the following Tuesday after 7.00pm Mass at OLMC Church. There are six 
sessions in this series and you are welcome to attend as many as you like. 
They are reflective of the Sunday readings, so will enhance the experience 
from Mass. Total cost is $8 to cover the costs of materials purchased. 
 

PRAYER SERVICE:  will be held on Tuesday March 19 at 7.30pm at St 
Anne’s Church. It is hoped that this prayer service will help those dealing with 
abuse in the Church, or those feeling betrayed, may be able to start their heal-
ing process. Everyone is welcome. 
 

 

THANK YOU SO MUCH:  from the Faria family to those who supported the 
movie “The Untouchables” last Sunday. About 60 people came to support 
Caleb and his family and at total of $1130 was raised. Special thanks to Louise 
Oswald for organising and promoting the event. Caleb suffers from Hunters 
Syndrome and is currently ineligible to receive a government funded enzyme 
treatment. Please continue to pray for Caleb and his family and any donations 
can be made via www.calebfaria.com which are tax deductible. 
 

COMBINED CHURCHES SERVICE-WORLD DAY OF PRAYER:  will 
be held on Friday 1 March 2013 at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Anglican Church, 9 
O’Shannassy St, Sunbury. All welcome and please bring a plate to share. 
 

OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to Cathy Dyer of our parish as 
her father, Ted Meany aged 97 years, entered eternal life after a brief stay in 
hospital last week. Ted and his family left South West Scotland and came to 
Australia in 1949. As a carpenter, he worked at the SEC for thirty years. In 
1987, Ted came to our parish when Cathy and her family took him in. Ted was 
a regular at Sunday morning Mass until he could not walk two years ago. His 
Rosary beads were always under his pillow. His Funeral was celebrated last 
Friday. 
 

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH FESTIVAL MELBOURNE 2013: 
This is happening in our own town for our own youth! The festival will be held 
from Thursday 5 December to Saturday 7 December. It will be held at the ACU, 
St Patrick’s Campus in East Melbourne. The festival invites students from Year 
9 to adults aged 25. The festival aims to celebrate the communion between 
God and humanity that the Catholic Church signifies and makes present in 
Australia and will be a rich experience for our youth. Two information session 
are being held on Thursday 7 March at 3pm-4.30pm and 7.30pm-9pm at Cardi-
nal Knox Centre, 383 Albert St, East Melbourne. For any enquiries, contact 
Annaliese on 9412 3326.  
 

MARY MACKILLOP TRAIL - PILGRIMAGE - a 4 day pilgrimage to Hamil-
ton, Portland and Penola will be conducted from 17th – 20th May 2013 with pick-
up points at Southern Cross Station,  Bacchus Marsh and Ballarat. Cost will be 
$575 (based on 25 pilgrims) twin share (all included except 2 lunches) with 
$120 extra for a single room. All sites connected with St Mary MacKillop and 
her family will be visited with Mass on Sunday at Penola. Contact: Sr Mary 
Fermio rsj  PO Box 37, Bacchus Marsh 3340 or Ph 5367 2078 or email: 
mary.fermio@sosj.org.au before 15th March for app forms and further details. 
 

SACRED HEART MISSION OPEN DAY AND FUNDRAISING RACE: 
ever wondered what it takes to deliver 500 free meals per day to people in 
need? Or create a home for 150 people with histories of homelessness or dis-
advantage? Go behind the scenes at Sacred heart Mission in St Kilda and see 
for yourself! To celebrate their 30th Anniversary, Sacred Heart Mission is open-
ing their doors on the 24 February. For more info go to  

www.sacredheartmission.org/PageSingle.aspx?ID=168.  
      ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND 
CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Lucy Gatt St Anne’s Church -  Narelle Andersson Maree Cocks 
COUNTERS: Kelly Stark Vern & Maureen Walters  GIFT SHOP:  Carmel Wiegerink Frances Arians  
LECTORS:   Barry McAloney Joe Kloss Elaine Van der Weerden Paul Fanning 
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm Maree Walsh Eileen Naylor Carmel Pritchard Jennifer Poon Mary Baensch Dolores Kruszynski Di-
ana & Albert Mastramico 8.30am Pat Readman Graeme & Lynne Simpson John & Sheila Stafford Lily Lupa Christine Cassar  Tom Allen 
10.30am Paul Fanning Cathy Gay Tony Hendy Sue Wight Teresa Kiploks Patricia McCourt Olina Moore Nesta Pardo  5.30pm  Paula Seric 
Maree O’Brien 

THANK YOU: to the volunteers who worked so well to prepare the 
Thanksgiving Envelopes for our Parish. They are ready for you to collect 
at each Mass this weekend. Also, if you would like to make any changes 
to your pledge or method of contribution, please contact the Parish Of-
fice on 9744 1060. We thank you for supporting our 
beautiful parish. 
 

ST PATRICKS EVE BASKET SUPPER/DANCE: Sat 
16 March 2013 from 6pm in the Parish Centre. Keep 
this date free to come and rock your socks off! The “Ripchords” will be 
playing music from the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s with a good sprinkling 
of Irish thrown in. Gather a table of 10 or come on your own and make 
new friends and get into the Spirit of St Patrick’s Day.  Bring along food 
to share with those on your table. Tickets are $20 per head. Book early 
to avoid disappointment. Inquiries and payments to the Parish Office. 

 

EMMAUS CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP: meets at St. Anne’s 
Church at 10.15am on Thursdays.  All welcome, including children.  For 
further info/transport  contact Lambert & Elaine van der Weerden on 
9744 4029. 
 

EVERGREENS:  are meeting at St Anne’s Church on Tuesday 26 Feb-
ruary at 2pm to organise this years events. Afternoon Tea will be includ-
ed. All welcome. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION 2013:  parents who consider their child is 
ready to begin receiving the Eucharist are asked to attend one of the 
registration meetings this Tuesday 19 February at 2pm or 7.30pm in the 
Parish Centre. 
 

 

WOOD ITEMS FROM BETHLEHEM: Christian families in Bethle-
hem are supported by making and selling items of a religious nature 
made from olive wood. At Masses this weekend. There will be a sale of 
items priced from $5 to $150. 
 

LECTIO DIVINA-LENT 2013:  we have a few copies of the Lectio 
Divina for Lent available on the Welcome Desk in the foyer at St Anne’s. 
Please take them as you need. 
 

LOOKING FOR LEADERS:  are you passionate about what Jesus 
taught us? Would you like to share what Jesus taught us with the chil-
dren of our parish? If you answered yes to both of these questions and 
can spare about an hour every 4-6 weeks, we would love you to be part 
of our Children’s Liturgy Team. We are in desperate need of more lead-
ers to take the pressure off our current leaders. The more leaders we 
have, the less frequently members are rostered! Contact the Parish 
Office on 9744 1060 if you can help. 
 

MINISTERS OF COMMUNION REQUIRED FOR 5.30PM 
MASS:  If you are a regular 5.30pm Mass goer, please consider going 
on the Ministers of Communion roster. Further volunteers are needed. 
Training will be provided for those who can assist. Please contact the 
Parish office on 9744 1060 if you are willing to help. 
 

OLMC YOUTH CHOIR:  if you are interested in being part of our 
youth choir, please contact Catherine at olmcyouthchoir@yahoo.com. 
Practise is usually only twice per month and sing at Mass once per 
month. We have a great bunch of kids practising at the moment to help 
make Mass an uplifting experience and would love to hear from children 
who would like to be part of this. 

The Church invites us to reconcile ourselves with God and with each other. It offers us the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a means of 
healing and liberation from sin. Easter should find us with heart and soul renewed. The best thing we can do this Lent is this: If the parish offers us 
an opportunity for reconciliation we should jump at it. The word ‘Lent’ means ‘springtime’. Springtime is the ideal time for cleaning up our mess, a 
time for ‘spring cleaning’. Lent is therefore the ideal time for the spring cleaning of our inner self.     

                      Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb 

 


