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Liturgy this week 
 

Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s 
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s 
 10.30am St Anne’s 
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon: 7.00pm     Rupertswood Stadium 
 10.00pm   St Anne’s 
Tues: 8.30am St Anne’s 
 10.30am St Anne’s 
Fri: 9.15 am  St Anne’s 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 10.00 -10.30am OLMC 

 

Parish Priest: Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting  Priest: Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Associate: Mrs Lyn Plummer 
 

St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
Principal : Ms Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal : Mr Paul Hogan 
 Parish Information  
Baptisms:  Celebrated on Sundays.     
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

25 December 2012– Feast of the Nativity of our Lord. 
Psalm Response: Today is born our Saviour; Christ the Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! 
   Good News and great joy to all the world: 
   today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.  
   Alleluia! 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Shane CASTLES Yvette COOK Roy DENNER Caleb FARIA Vince FEDELE 
Norberto GABALES Brian GODFREY  Bill JANNER Adele & Norman JOHNSON 
Kathleen MCTIGUE Frank O’MAHONEY Margaret PITHIE Rose SEBASTIAN Irma 
TAKAKIS Jeremy TYNDALL Tim WILKES  
Recently Deceased:  Theresa CARMODY Fr Ray HORNBY O.H, Patrick WAL-
LACE. 

The Feast of the nativity of Our Lord 2012 
About 85 AD, St Luke wrote his gospel for the Christian readers in Antioch, Syria– a sea 
port where some people were well-off due to the sea trade. The Christians were 
floundering as they were under political and economic oppression from the Roman 
occupation.  They had witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 AD. 
Would God keep his promises? 
St Luke is teaching them God will be faithful and keep his promises. Luke presents Jesus 
as the long-awaited Messiah to be born in Bethlehem as the Prophet Micah (5:1-4) told us 
last Sunday. To situate the birth in Bethlehem, Luke uses the Census to get Mary and 
Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem. The Birth of Jesus told by Luke has two other major 
themes: hospitality and universal, inclusive salvation. Jesus is born in the main room of a 
house, as the guest room (“inn”) was occupied due to many visitors there for the census. 
The main room at night was used as sleeping quarters and in a corner their animals were 
kept out of the weather and also to prevent them being stolen. The feeding trough for the 
animals (manger) was in the women relatives’ view a perfect bed for the new-born child. 
Later, saints reflected how Jesus laid in a wooden bed and later would lie on a wooden 
cross. 
Luke mentioned the manger three times in Chapter 2. This is in keeping with his view of 
food and how Jesus feeds us. Later, Jesus hosted a meal (Last Supper) in an inn. That 
meal we are privileged to share in at every week, through the Eucharist. 
The good news of his birth is given to the shepherds who were regarded as dishonest 
rogues, without any civic status who lived unwashed in the countryside. They represent 
well the poor and marginalised. Mary and Joseph make them welcome and show great 
hospitality. 
During 2013, with St Luke’s gospel read on most Sundays, it is a good opportunity as a 
parish for us to improve our hospitality to each other. Resurrection Parish in Kings Park 
have developed great hospitality, having set up a coffee area, name tags, many 
welcomers, etc. 
 

Our New Christmas Crib/ Manger: Several artistic parishioners including Jim Reilly and 
Jo Wiegerink have re-painted the figures. Jo and Ben Wiegerink have built a new stable, 
while Eileen and Kelvin Cardillo have provided straw from their farm at Clarkefield. 
In the fourth century, there were wall paintings of the Nativity scene with quotes from the 
Prophet Isaiah and Habakkuk predicting the Messiah would be born in the midst of 
animals in a manger. In  1223, St Francis of Assisi built the first crib or manger. 
 

Upkeep of our Parish Centre:  During this year significant maintenance has been 
carried out: painting, floor estapoled, termite eradication and also the purchase of new 
light– weight comfortable chairs. The total cost of maintenance and new furniture has 
been $35500, funded by our Thanksgiving Offering. 
The Parish Centre is currently closed while work is being carried out on the floor. It will be 
available for use after 28 December. 
      .......Kevin McIntosh 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS: wishing God’s blessings and grace to you at Christmas and 
throughout the New Year....from the Parish Team. 

In 2012, we have welcomed 142 children  
into the Family of God through Baptism. 
 
CHRISTMAS FAMILY MASS:  will be celebrated as 
follows:  
Monday 24 December 7pm Rupertswood 
    Stadium 
   10pm St Anne’s Church 
 
Tuesday 25 December 8.30am St Anne’s Church 
   10.30am St Anne’s Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGN OF HOPE– A QUIET VOICE OF ASIA:  last 
month, the Pope appointed Cardinal Luis Tagel of Manila 
aged 55 years, one of the youngest cardinals. He is 
known for his cycling around Manila to see and 
experience the tears and smiles of the people he serves. 
He speaks several languages and has a doctorate in 
Theology from Catholic University in Washington DC. At 
the Synod of 240 Bishops in Rome in November, his 
presentation included “The Church cannot and must not 
pretend to have easy answers to the dilemmas facing 
men and women today. Instead, it must be an attentive 
and listening Church– only that way will people believe 
that God listens to them too.” He went on: “The Church 
must be a humble Church, modelling herself more on 
Jesus and being less preoccupied by her power, prestige 
and position in society.” 
 



LEADERS OF TRUTH, JUSTICE AND HEALING COUNCIL:  set 
up last week by the Australian Catholic Church are the Honorary Barry 
O’Keefe QC, (Chair) and Francis Sullivan  (CEO). Mr O’Keefe is a former 
Chief Supreme Court Judge (NSW) and Chair of Interpol’s International 
Group of Experts on Corruption. Mr Sullivan is a former Secretary General 
of Australian Medical Association (AMA). 
The Church supports the establishment of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. The Truth, Justice and 
Healing Council has three tasks: 
 Identifying systematic institutional failures that have impeded the 

protection of children 
 Promoting lasting healing for the survivors of previous abuse 
 Identifying all necessary measures to prevent abuse of children in 

the future. 
 
 
 

PARISH CENTRE CHAIRS FOR SALE:  our Parish has recently 
purchased new chairs for the Parish Centre to replace the steel framed, 
padded chairs. If you or anyone you know are interested in purchasing  
any of the chairs please contact the Parish Office on 9744 1060. Make an 
offer! 
 

PARISH BINGO:  resumes every Thursday evening from 17 January in 
the Sunbury Football Club, Clarke Oval, Riddell Rd– Eyes down at 8pm, 
Meals available beforehand. 
 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE IN OUR PARISH IN 2012:  this year we 
have welcomed into the Family 142 people through Baptism. Another 125 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation while 141 were admitted to the 
table of the Lord at First Communion. There were 33 Funerals celebrated 
in our parish. 
 

KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE WANTED:  
VOLUNTEER WORKERS: The Diocese of Broome, WA, requires vol-
unteers to assist with the work of the local Church on Aboriginal Missions. 
There are various important voluntary tasks: administration, building 
maintenance, gardening, shop staffing, cooking, cleaning etc.  Place-
ments are preferred for a period of 12 months plus but a reduced time 
would be considered.  For further details, and an application form, 
please contact: Volunteer Coordinator: 08 9192 1060 or 0415 526 142 
Email: volunteers@broomediocese.org  Web: www.broomediocese.org 
Mail:  PO Box 76, BROOME  WA  6725 
 
NEWS FROM SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP: Caritas Australia Media 
Release – Crisis spreads in the Congo. Church Leaders say the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo is on the brink of war.  Read the Bishops of Afri-
ca’s full statement at www.caritas.org.au/media.  To support Caritas 
Emergency response, donations can be made to Caritas Australia Congo 
Appeal at www.caritas.org.au/donate.  
 
COLUMBAN CALENDARS: are available from the Piety Stall at $9 
each. 
 

WHAT A GREAT PARISH WE HAVE:  was a comment heard on 
Friday. Let us give thanks to all who have given their time and finance to 
make our Parish be great, the list of givers is endless - but you know who 
you are. May the generous Lord reward your generosity. 
     …….Kevin McIntosh 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND 
ALTAR CARE:  St Anne’s Church– Wiegerink Family 
CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Sophia Johnston  St Anne’s Church -  Miriam Culhane 
COUNTERS: Jack Sullivan Kerry Sanford Janet Elliott 
GIFT SHOP:  Pat Jeffrey John Porta 
LECTORS:   Kerry Champness Christine Wallace Beth Warburton Barry McAloney 
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm Carmen Ryan Pauline Sharma Jean Skillecorn Dawn Westwood Raeleen Cataldo Lucy Foran 
Paul Hogan Maree Walsh  8.30am Pat Readman Andrew Swan Graeme & Lynne Simpson John & Sheila Stafford Lily Lupa Katherine 
Thompson 10.30am Val Quinn Sean Quigley Julie Reddan Mary Thomas Aileen & Terry Sweeney Kathy Porter Bernadette Anderson  
5.30pm  Paula Seric Maree O’Brien  

THANKYOU FOR YOUR THANKSGIVING OFFERING: 
Your contribution has enabled our Parish to continue its service this 
year, unlike some schools which have closed due to financial  prob-
lems. During the year we have paid $3134 per week making our Parish 
Loan Repayments and have given $596 per week as our Diocesan 
Levy to support various diocesan agencies eg. Evangelisation Office, 
Hospital and Prison chaplains, Catholic Social Services and Formation 
of priests etc. 
The support of our priest is given not from Thanksgiving Offering but 
from the first collection and Christmas Offerings. The support includes 
the lease and running costs of a car, board and lodging and a living 
allowance. Supply priests are paid from these offerings also. 
 
MAJOR SAVING FROM OUR VOLUNTEERS: Our thanks go to 
the 31 parishioners who have volunteered on a roster to clean our two 
churches each week. It is estimated your service has saved our parish 
$13,000 this year, commercial cleaners would have had to be engaged 
otherwise. 
 
BUILDING WORKS AT ST ANNE’S CHURCH:  will be carried 
out from 7 January to improve the storm water drainage and lay con-
crete paths from the emergency exit doors. Severe storms have 
caused flooding in our church. Estimated cost is $10,500. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS:  to Jack and Maria  
Mevissen who are celebrating their 50th Wedding  
Anniversary on Wednesday 26 December.  
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SUNBURY: wish to thank our 
 parishioners, the Rotary Club and local schools who gave 
donations this Christmas. These incredibly generous  
donations have enabled our conference to share the joy  
of Christmas with struggling local families by providing them with food 
vouchers, toys and gifts. Your donations at Mass this month raised 
$4,000  -  this is the highest amount ever for our Christmas Appeal: 
Well done! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR YEAR 6 GRADUATES: 
Last week these students completed their primary education at our two 
schools. Their Graduation Ceremonies included a Mass followed by 
supper for their families and teachers. 
 

2013 SCHOOL YEAR IN OUR SCHOOLS:  between 30 January 
and 1 February, students in Years 1 to 6 will attend school at their 
appointed time so that assessment can be carried out for their 
personalised learning programs for 2013. Foundation term will begin 
on 31 January at 8.45am. 
 

With the commencement of the National Curriculum, the first year of 
primary education is now called Foundation Year, a more appropriate 
name for this most important year of school. It replaces previous 
names: ‘Reception’ (SA), ‘Kindergarten’ (NSW), ‘1st Year’ (Qld), 
‘Prep’ (Vic), etc. 
 
20TH CENTURY -  AN AGE OF CHRISTIAN MARTYRS: 
A recent study by Rupert Shortt has shown there were more Christian 
martyrs in the 20th century than during the previous nineteen centuries 
put together. Jon Sobrino S.J. a famous theologian from Central 
America sums up “the Church is being persecuted because it defends 
the life of the poor, denounces the unjust destruction of life and 
promotes the right practice of justice”. 


