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Liturgy this week 
 

Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s 
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s 
 10.30am St Anne’s 
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon: 6.30pm OLMC– Mass 
 7.30pm Graduation Mass– St Anne’s 
Tues: 6.30pm St Anne’s– Mass 
 7.30pm Graduation Mass– OLMC  
Wed: 6.30pm OLMC-  Mass 
Thurs: 6.30pm OLMC– Mass 
Fri: 11.00am Annointing & Mass– Riddell  
  Gardens Aged Care 
 6.30pm OLMC– Mass 
  
Parish Priest: Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting  Priest: Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Associate: Mrs Lyn Plummer 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 10.00 -10.30am OLMC 

Pastoral Coordinator:  Mrs Lyn Plummer 
St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
Principal : Ms Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal : Mr Paul Hogan 
 Parish Information  
Baptisms:  Celebrated on Sundays.     
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the 
next Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

16 December– Third Sunday of Advent 
Psalm Response: Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the  
   great and Holy One of Israel. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! 
   The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
   He sent me to bring Good News to the poor.   
   Alleluia! 
 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick: Yvette COOK Roy DENNER Caleb FARIA Vince FEDELE Norberto 
GABALES Jnr Dawn & Bill JANNER Adele & Norman JOHNSON Kathleen 
MCTIGUE Frank O’MAHONEY Rose SEBASTIAN Irma TAKAKIS Jeremy TYN-
DALL Tim WILKES Margaret WILSON 
Recently Deceased:  Loretta MORAN  Brian SHANAHAN Tom YOUNG 
Anniversaries:  Jeanette CALSON Kit DILLON Charles ENGERER                    
Don MCCONVILLE    Oscar MORRIS    Francesca QUATTRONE    

3rd Sunday of Advent - 15-16 December 2012 
 'Shout for joy! Rejoice, exalt with all your heart!'  This is the message of the 
prophet Zephaniah;  Paul's words to his friends in Philippi are the same, 'What I want is 
your happiness'.  And in the Gospel, we see in John the Baptist, come to maturity through 
his life in the wilderness, something that was obviously very attractive to people of all 
walks of  life, particularly to those who were not so well regarded by 'high society'.  Clearly 
these men had something about them that was solid and substantial;  they had a strong 
sense that they were doing what they needed to do, and that what they needed to do was 
important.  And despite apparent difficulties of one kind or another, there was a steady 
serenity and joyousness about them that people found contagious.  They 'had their lives 
together'.  One of my favourite stories from the Acts of the Apostles illustrates this very 
well.  In Chapter 16 (v24 and following) Paul and Silas are thrown into prison after being 
flogged for rescuing a young woman, and what do they do?  They sing! and the other 
prisoners listen to them. 
 Where does this joy come from?  We see something of the answer to this 
question in John's responses to the people who, seeing that John had somehow come 
across the secret of how to live a meaningful and joyous life asked what they must do to 
come to the same state of peace and personal integrity.  He doesn't say that they have to 
go off and do extraordinary things.  He doesn't say that they have to go to live in the 
desert as he had done.  He says that they should stay where they are - even the hated 
tax collectors and soldiers - but the way that they live in the place where they are must be 
transformed, again, not by doing extraordinarily demanding things but by doing the things 
that are their normal business with the emphasis no longer on satisfying their own needs 
for money or power or an easy life, but rather with a focus outside themselves - on the 
effects on others of how they lived.  'Do your job honestly.  No intimidation or extortion'.   
 Only by making the needs of others their priority would they come to maturity, 
peace of mind, freedom from anxiety and worry, a solid inner peace that is able to cope 
with the many stresses and strains which life presents, and through all this, a joyfulness 
that is a source of curiosity and wonder to others.    
 Joy and generosity go hand in hand, just as a sense of thankfulness for all the 
good things that we have received sets us free to be generous to others.  Every time we 
celebrate the Eucharist we express this fundamental understanding of the way truly 
human life works - this is our faith.  We bring bread and wine - but in bringing them we 
first acknowledge that the gifts that we bring are already gifts that we have received 
through the goodness of a loving God - we cannot claim them in any sense as exclusively 
'ours'; we have them as stewards only and hence must be willing to use them for the 
benefit of those in need.   
 Despite all the rush and commercialism, the giving of gifts, and a sense that we 
have a serious obligation to think of others and to give them gifts - the idea of grace - has 
permeated into our society at a deep level.  The Word is becoming flesh among us, even 
if we do not recognise that this is happening.    Give generously and you will rejoice with 
all your heart!      ….Richard Hallett 

The following children from our parish 
will be baptised today: 
Coby CASTLES 
Luisa D’AMICO 
Lenny LEPUA 
Hunter VONJA 
We joyfully welcome them into our parish community. 
 
 
 

Advent prayer for Generosity:  
Lord Jesus, teach me to be generous;  
teach me to serve you as you de-
serve,  
to give and not to count the cost,  
to fight and not to heed the wounds, 
to toil and not to seek for rest,  
to labour and not to seek reward, 
except that of knowing that I do you 
will. 
Amen. 
By St Ignatius Loyola. 
 
 

  SPECIAL COLLECTION  
THIS WEEK 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL 



LEADERS OF TRUTH, JUSTICE AND HEALING COUNCIL:  set 
up last week by the Australian Catholic Church are the Honorary Barry 
O’Keefe QC, (Chair) and Francis Sullivan  (CEO). Mr O’Keefe is a former 
Chief Supreme Court Judge (NSW) and Chair of Interpol’s International 
Group of Experts on Corruption. Mr Sullivan is a former Secretary General 
of Australian Medical Association (AMA). 
The Church supports the establishment of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. The Truth, Justice and 
Healing Council has three tasks: 
 Identifying systematic institutional failures that have impeded the 

protection of children 
 Promoting lasting healing for the survivors of previous abuse 
 Identifying all necessary measures to prevent abuse of children in 

the future. 
 
CHURCH’S SUBMISSION TO PARLIAMENTARY ENQUIRY ON 
CHILD ABUSE:  copies of an executive summary of our submission to 
be heard probably in March is available today from the Welcome Desk.   
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS:  are available from the Piety Stall at $9 
each. 
 
 

PARISH CENTRE CHAIRS FOR SALE:  our Parish has recently 
purchased new chairs for the Parish Centre to replace the steel framed, 
padded chairs. If you or anyone you know are interested in purchasing  
any of the chairs please contact the Parish Office on 9744 1060. Make an 
offer! 
 

USE OF CANDLE SNUFFER:  at a Liturgy meeting, it was suggested 
that when the candles are extinguished after Mass the snuffer is used only. 
We ask people not to blow the candles out as wax spills and is very diffi-
cult to clean. We ask everyone’s cooperation in this matter please. 
 

GONE MISSING?: if anyone has seen the remote control for the lap top 
at St Anne’s Church, would you please advise where it might be found. It 
has been missing for about 3 weekends. 
 

KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE WANTED:  
VOLUNTEER WORKERS: The Diocese of Broome, WA, requires vol-
unteers to assist with the work of the local Church on Aboriginal Missions. 
There are various important voluntary tasks: administration, building 
maintenance, gardening, shop staffing, cooking, cleaning etc.  Placements 
are preferred for a period of 12 months plus but a reduced time would be 
considered.  For further details, and an application form, please con-
tact: Volunteer Coordinator: 08 9192 1060 or 0415 526 142 Email: volun-
teers@broomediocese.org  Web: www.broomediocese.org Mail:  PO Box 
76, BROOME  WA  6725 
 
MERCY CONNECT PROJECT:  Mercy Works Ltd is currently recruiting 
volunteers to support refugee students in their educational transitions in 
Secondary and Primary schools in Melbourne’s northern and western 
regions. The volunteer commitment is half a day per week for four school 
terms. Experience working in an educational setting is required. Retired 
teachers are encouraged to apply. A training program will be conducted in 
Feb 2013. Please contact Sr Mary Lewis for an app. form and further info. 
Mercy Connect Project 9326 1895 or email somml@bigpond.com. 
 
NEWS FROM SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP: Caritas Australia Media 
Release – Crisis spreads in the Congo. Church Leaders say the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo is on the brink of war.  Read the Bishops of Afri-
ca’s full statement at www.caritas.org.au/media.  To support Caritas Emer-
gency response, donations can be made to Caritas Australia Congo Ap-
peal at www.caritas.org.au/donate.  

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND 
ALTAR CARE:  St Anne’s Church– Lucinda Dineen 
CLEANING:  OLMC Church— Beth Girdwood St Anne’s Church -  Narelle Anderson Maree Cocks 
COUNTERS: Frank Busuttil Jenny & Peter Ryan Judith Ibrahim 
GIFT SHOP:  Julie Reddan Jack Reddan 
LECTORS:   Paul Hogan Joe Kloss Michael Hetherington Alan Slocombe 
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm  Mary Baensch Diana & Albert Mastramico Dolores Kruszynski Shashi Nair Barry Roberts 
Yvonne Rozario 8.30am  Christine Cassar Elizabeth Falzon Lloyd D’Crus Colin & Coreen Wilson Jo & Carmel Wiegerink Will Honner 
10.30.am  Paul Fanning Cathy Gay Tony Hendy Michael Hetherington Teresa Kiploks Patricia McCourt Olina Moore Nesta Pardo 5.30pm  
Paula Seric Maree O’Brien Maria Mallia 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SPECIAL CHRISTMAS COLLECTION: 
our parish has always had an excellent rapport with our local Vinnies. 
We are looking to have the last part of our  special  collection on 15 & 
16 December to assist the Vinnies at this time of the year. Rather 
than buying presents for families, it was considered more dignified to 
give families cash to buy gifts for each other. Our community has 
always been generous, and we ask that you can help again at this 
special time of year. Vinnies are distributing $8000 per month for food 
and bills to needy families in Sunbury and Diggers Rest. 
 

HELP REQUIRED:  on Thursday 20 December from 7pm, we will 
be asking for people to assist with the set up for the Christmas Eve 
Mass at Lakeside Stadium, Rupertswood. Last year we set up in 25 
minutes. 
 
 

THANK YOU: to the wonderful Ministers of Communion who take 
Communion to the house bound and the Aged Care Facilities, we 
thank you all and wish you a very Holy and Safe Christmas and many 
blessings in the New Year. 
 

OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:   we offer to Claire Dillon’s 
daughters: Louise, Therese, Angela and Janette as their mother en-
tered eternal life last week. In 1960, Claire came to our parish on 
marrying Mick Dillon. After a few years they left to be dairy farmers. 
On the death of Mick in 1979 Claire returned to Sunbury and was 
involved in CWA and CFA and assisted student and staff at Salesian 
College. Her funeral was celebrated last Tuesday.  
 

CHRISTMAS NOVENA:  begins on Monday 17 December. At this 
point the Advent focus shifts to the Christmas story and the Virgin 
Mary. These days serve to prepare more directly for the Lord’s birth 
(General Norms for the Liturgical Year and Calendar 2011, no. 42) 
Weekday Mass during the Novena will be celebrated at 6.30pm as 
this is a more accessible time for all including workers. In the bustle of 
pre-Christmas time, let us make time for some worship together. 
    …….Liturgy  Planning Team 
 

CHRISTMAS FAMILY MASS:  will be celebrated as follows: 
Monday 24 December   7pm  Rupertswood Stadium 
   10pm St Anne’s Church 
Tuesday 25 December 8.30am St Anne’s Church  
   10.30am St Anne’s Church 
 
THANK YOU:  to Jo Wiegerink and Jim Reilly  
for the beautiful work they have done on restoring  
the Christmas statues and building a new stable.  
The crib will be assembled next Tuesday by  
Eileen and Kelvin Cardillo, for all to enjoy.  
 
TREE OF LIFE– OUR CHRISTMAS TREE:  as 
we put up our Christmas trees, let us reflect on the 
symbolism: by a tree we were lost, by a tree we 
were saved: the Christmas tree, in a sense, prefig-
ures the Easter cross also it is evergreen symbol-
ising new life or eternity. A new book by Bernd 
Brunner places the first Christmas tree in Estonia 
in 1441.  …..Kevin McIntosh  
 
SINCERE THANKS:  Dot Segrave and family wish to thank parish-
ioners for their prayers, visits and support for Jack over his final jour-
ney on earth. It is much appreciated. 
     


