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Mass times this week 
Sat: 6.00pm St Anne’s  
Sun: 8.30am St Anne’s 
 10.30am St Anne’s 
 5.30pm OLMC 
Mon:   9.15am Liturgy of the Word  
Wed: 9.15am St Anne’s  
Thu: 9.15am St Anne’s 
Fri: 9.15am St Anne’s 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday 10.00—10.30am OLMC Church 
 
Parish Priest: Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest: Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Coordinator:  Mrs Lyn Plummer 
 
St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
Principal : Ms Noelene Hussey 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal : Mr Paul Hogan 

Parish Information 
Baptisms:  Held on Sundays.     
Contact Parish Office for details of next Bap-
tismal Preparation meeting. 
 

8 January 2012– The Epiphany of the Lord 
 
Psalm Response: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! 
   We have seen his star in the East; 
   and have come to adore the Lord. 
   Alleluia!       
     

LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:     Larry AMON   Emmanuel ATTARD   Wendy ATTREED     Arpemio AZORES     
Eileen CHAMPNESS     Roy DENNER    Caleb FARIA   Maurice KELLY   Sue KELLY   
John MC PHERSON    Ron PAGE    Frank TRAFICANTE     Takehiro VEDA     Elvie 
WILLIAMS 
Recently Deceased:  Yvonne KELLY  Gerard MUGAVIN  Fr Ned PURCELL cssp 
Anniversaries: Jean DORNEY  Mark SPITERI  Emmanuel VELLA   

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 
This feast began in the Eastern half of the Church and came to Rome in the fourth century. 
Today’s feast celebrates the coming to faith of the gentiles (non-Jews). The gospel story 
(Matthew 2:1-12) is filled with symbolic meaning. The Magi represent the nations of the 
earth finding the Saviour of the world– in contrast to the scribes of Israel, familiar with the 
scriptures but not recognising their fulfilment; the gifts of the Magi are symbolic of the 
world’s confession of faith in Christ– gold for royalty, frankincense for priesthood, myrrh for 
the one who is to die;  the notoriously ruthless Herod reminds us of earthly powers that 
obstruct the designs of God. 
The gentiles are represented by the Magi– probably astrologers from the present Iran. They 
are open to faith, willing to be led by God through a long and difficult journey. 
In contrast the leadership in Jerusalem do not read the signs and do not recognise the 
Messiah. This rejection of Jesus is the forerunner to the leadership opposing Jesus in his 
public ministry and later when Matthew was writing his gospel, the opposition of the 
Pharisees to the new Christian communities. 
The Magi’s question “Where is the infant King of the Jews?”- caused concern. Herod was 
the king. And the hierarchy of the Temple and the leading men in Jerusalem were Herod’s 
hand-picked cronies (subject, of course, to the will of Rome). Foreign dignitaries come from 
out of the blue to visit a new born King of the Jews, someone so important, his destiny was 
written in the stars. Their question had two consequences. First, someone beside Herod 
would be the new king. Second, the present administration was illegitimate. In the question 
of the Magi, we can hear Matthew’s theme of the coming Messiah, the king-priest. God’s 
chosen one was here! and the old corrupt leadership would be swept away! the Magi and 
their question represented a threat to the king, to the Temple leadership and city fathers, 
and to Roman occupation. 
In the end, the Magi followed the star. According to ancient protocol, they approached, 
bowed and honoured the young king and his mother with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 
The whole story of the Epiphany shows that God is the one who leads us to faith– it is a gift 
of God, a grace– our faith. Their acceptance of God’s grace is a major development or 
evolution. No longer are the Jews the only chosen people, now people of all nations are 
chosen by God. This was a major change in mindset– universal salvation. 
Hence for us Christians, there is no room for discrimination, tribalism, or racism– all are 
offered the gift of salvation. In later centuries, the Magi would be painted as depicting Asian, 
African and European appearance, representing the three known continents of the time. 
(Australia was yet to be discovered!) 
Today’s feast brings to a close the Advent-Christmas Season. We have looked forward to 
the coming of the Christ child and since Christmas we have rejoiced for our God is with us– 
Emmanuel– God with us.           …………..Kevin McIntosh 

 
 
 

 
We three 

kings…..bearing gifts of 
gold, frankincense and 

myrrh 
 

 



FOSTER CARE:  every night in Victoria there are 
thousands of children who need a safe place to 
stay because they are unable to live at home. The 
long-term benefits of providing a stable and loving 
home environment are crucial to development of 
the vulnerable children and young people MacKillop work with every day. If 
you are able to help a child please contact MacKillop Family Services on 
8398 6800 or www.mackillop.org.au. 
 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER:  “They prostrated them-
selves and did him homage. Then they opened their 
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh…”  Matthew 2:11 
Notice the distinct order of events in the Magi’s visit. 
First they knelt before Jesus and prayed to Him. Then 
they presented Him with their gifts. We, too, must take 
time to pray before we presume to present our gifts to 
the Lord. We never know what gifts God might be ask-
ing us to share. But when we kneel before Him in 
prayer we will find the answer. 
 
CATHOLICCARE OUTREACH PROGRAM:  in the past our commu-
nity has given generously to Catholiccare. Our community has access to the 
services provided by this wonderful organisation through the outreach pro-
gram. It is run through the Sunbury Community Health Service and the 
hours of operation are: Mon, Tues, Thurs 9-5; Wed 11.30am-7pm. Services 
provided range from individual, couple and family counselling, stress man-
agement, grief and loss, pain management and parenting. Please contact 
9744 4455 to arrange an appointment if you need to use this service.  
 
POSITION AVAILABLE:  The St Vincent de Paul Society 
Victoria is seeking someone to support our members and 
volunteers in their work assisting those in need in the East 
Melbourne suburbs. For full details go to Ad & position de-
scription www.vinnies.org.au/vic or Tel: Patricia McCourt, 
Manager membership & Development 03 9895 5882. Appli-
cations close 13 January 2012. 
Also, St Mark’s Parish, Fawkner are looking for a Parish Secretary. Anyone 
interested can get further info from www.cam.org.au/jobs. 
 
2012 COLUMBAN CALENDAR:  is the 90th Edition of 
the Columban Calendar. It is now available at the Piety Stall for 
only $8. Buy this Special edition of the calendar and you will be 
helping our missionaries at the same time. There is an Art 
Guide Presentation with an explanation of each painting on the 
website: www.columban.org.au. 
 
OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY:  we offer to Leah Kelly, one of our 
teachers, whose grandmother, Yvonne Kelly was killed in a car accident last 
Tuesday and whose grandfather, Maurice, is in a coma as a result of the 
accident. 
 
MAINTENANCE OF OUR PROPERTY: is continuing during the school 
holidays especially with painting and new carpet in both our schools and 
with painting at the Parish Centre and Office. 
 
   

   
               

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND 
ALTAR CARE: Elaine King  Kathy Rudkin  Eileen Naylor 
CLEANING:  OLMC Church—Sophia Johnston St Anne’s Church—Michelle Bakker Bernie Owens Maree Salm  
COUNTERS: Gerard Duggan  Julie Reddan  Anne McCormick  
GIFT SHOP:  Dawn Westwood  Julie Reddan  John Porta  
LECTORS:    Sharon Lane  Graeme & Lynne Simpson  Anthony Aboud  Alan Slocombe 
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm Eileen Naylor Barry Roberts Yvonne Rozario Carmen Ryan Pauline Sharma Jean Skillecorn 
Dawn Westwood Raeleen Cataldo  8.30am Tom Allen Christine Cassar Elizabeth Falzon Andrew Swan Lloyd D’Crus Christine Perry Pat 
Readman Glenda Shanahan 10.30am Olina Moore Nesta Pardo Val Quinn Sean Quigley Julie Reddan mary Thomas Aileen & Terry 
Sweeney 5.30pm  Pauline Strongman Paula Seric Maree O’Brien 

YOUTH GROUP: All ‘Youth and Children’ who 
are interested to join the ‘OLMC Youth and Chil-
dren's Choir’ please register your names, choir 
practice will be starting ASAP. Contact Garnet 
Jacob on garnetjacob@yahoo.com or 9740 8328 or 
0411 286 428. 

 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED: we would love to hear 
from people who are able to assist with Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word at Sunday Mass. Please contact 
the Parish Office on 9744 1060 to register your inter-
est.  

KEY REGISTER:  a proposal at the Parish Assembly in September 
was to establish a Key Register for the Parish Properties.  If you cur-
rently hold a key to any Parish Property, could you please contact the 
parish office on 9744 1060 as you will need to sign the Key Register.  

TWO CATHOLIC PILGIMAGES 2012 : better understand The 
Religions of Asia  (May, 2012)   This pilgrimage tour of Malaysia will be 
departing Sydney on Monday 7th May (2012), and returning on Friday 
May 18. This 12 Day pilgrimage journey will be a very Catholic tour with 
daily Mass, prayer and spiritual input. Its primary focus will be to view 
and the various non-Christian religions present in Malaysia, but also 
incorporating Catholic sites and shrines.  There will be visits to shrines 
of Islam, Buddhism, Daoism, Hinduism, Sikhism and perhaps Shaman-
ism-Animism. This pilgrimage will lead to a deeper knowledge and re-
spect for the various religions of man in his quest for God, as well as a 
deeper appreciation of Jesus Christ as the only name by which we are 
saved (Acts 4: 12). The tour will be led by Father Ted Tyler, parish 
priest of Upper Blue Mountains, as the Spiritual Chaplain, as well 
as Father Jan Bieniek CSMA, parish priest of Clovelly, as the Group 
Leader.  For further information or details please contact Father Ted 
at frejtyler@live.com  or at P.O. Box 526 Katoomba 2780, for further 
details.  

Pilgrimage to Turkey and Greece: Abraham, Peter, Paul, Andrew and 
the Early Church (September 2012).     This pilgrimage will leave Aus-
tralia on Monday 24th September 2012 and return on 12th October, and 
will visit places of great spiritual significance in the Scriptures and the 
early Church. In Turkey we shall visit Haran and Urfa (Abraham), An-
tioch (Peter, Paul and Barnabas), Tarsus and parts of Cappadocia 
(Paul), Constantinople-Byzantium (early Ecumenical Councils). We 
shall then cross over to visit Thessalonika, Athens and Corinth (St 
Paul), Patras (St Andrew), as well as places of great secular signifi-
cance such as Delphi, the tomb of Philip of Macedon, the birthplace of 
Aristotle, and the great Athenian centres of ancient culture and philoso-
phy. The pilgrimage is being led by Father Ted Tyler, parish priest of 
Upper Blue Mountains (diocese of Parramatta), and some very experi-
enced local guides. If you are interested, contact Father Ted 
at frejtyler@live.com or at P.O. Box 526, Katoomba NSW 2780, for 
further information and details.     


