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19th December 2010   THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s

             5.30pm  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Mon   9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues 7.00pm    O.L.M.C.

Weds 10.00am St Anne’s

Thurs 9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Fri  7.00pm  Rupertswood  Stadium

Fri     10.00pm     St Anne’s

Sat      8.30am St Anne’s
Sat     10.30am St Anne’s

Sun    8.30am St Anne’s
Sun   10.30am St Anne’s
Sun    5.30pm O.L.M.C.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C.

Church

READINGS  NEXT  WEEKEND

1st reading: Isaiah 62:1-5
2nd reading: Acts 13:16-17,22-25

Gospel: Matthew 1:1:25

SETTING UP FOR CHRISTMAS MASS

AT RUPERTSWOOD

Setting up will take place on

WEDNESDAY from 7.00pm to

7.30pm.  In previous years a good

team of adults and children can set

out the chairs in 30 minutes.  Many

hands make light work—please give

half an hour.

THANKS

Thanks for the sterling and arduous
work by some of our parishioners with

children at O.L.M.C. School over
several days, who have laboured at

times in the heat to remove old
vegetation and planted new shrubs in

front of the church and school.

ADVENT

My reflection today is deliberately brief.  On this fourth Sunday of Advent
and in the final week before Christmas, I feel the need for some space and

some silence and not too many words.  So I’ll do a few dot points and
questions, and between each one I invite you to take a deep breath or two,

and pause……….

*  Then Isaiah said:  ‘Listen now’,……….

*  St Paul writes:  ‘To you all, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ send grace and peace’……….

*  No pretty nativity scene today.  No angelic annunciation of Mary.  No
pregnant women’s embrace.  Matthew’s Gospel brings Joseph to centre
stage.  Joseph receives God’s revelation in a dream.  Joseph is ‘a man of
honour’.  What does that mean for us today? 

 ‘When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told
him’……….

*  Imagine the turmoil and upheaval in the lives of these two people, Mary,
merely a girl, and Joseph.

*  Both are told not to fear in the face of a seemingly impossible future;
both are told that the Holy Spirit is active in their life, their chaos; and both
are given a sign of God’s presence……….

*  Are we aware of the movement of the Spirit in the unfolding of our life?
Do we recognise the signs of God’s presence?……….

*  And they trusted……….

*  Enter into the wondrous mystery of what we are celebrating.  If we
simply attend to the awesome truth that God is with us, then we might be
more attentive to how we are with one another.  Our quality of presence.
Our being—with.  What a great gift to give and receive……….

*  ‘Emmanuel’, a name which means God—is—with—us’.  Emmanuel
frames the entire Gospel of Matthew.  It begins with a baby who is ‘God
with us’ and ends with  that  child—become—adult  promising that he will
always be with us (28:20)……….

*  My final point is a quote from Brendan Byrne S.J. in his book ‘Lifting
the Burden’:  ‘A fraught and not unfamiliar human situation  was the
receptacle for the power of the Spirit and the emergence of salvation.  No
less than his subsequent obedience, Joseph’s initial ignorance, anguish of
mind, and basic human decency are all part of the story and help to make it
a story we can enter and recognise as our own.  God does not wait till all is
right, ready and perfect before entering the human scene.  God enters it as
it is, to heal it from within’……….

The Pastoral Team



PARISH MASS WITH

ANOINTING OF THE SICK &

ELDERLY

Wed. 22 December 10.00am St Anne’s
Church, followed by morning tea in
the foyer provided by the Legion of

Mary.

THE JESSE TREE

The Jesse Tree comes right out of a
classic Advent passage from the

prophet Isaiah:  ‘A shoot will sprout
from the stump of Jesse; from his

roots a branch will bear fruit’ (Isaiah
11:1).  The Jesse Tree is hung with

ornaments representing Old Testament
people and events, and lead up to

Jesus.  The traditional symbols hung
on the tree are based on the genealogy

of Jesus as recounted by the first
chapter of the Gospel of St Matthew.

THANK YOU FROM ST

VINCENT DE PAUL

Thank you to the parish community
for donating $2,106.00 to the recent

appeal.   Your  generosity especially at
this time of the year is sincerely

appreciated.

Next meeting will be on Monday 20
December at 7.00pm St Anne’s

Church.

FR JOHN BEGLEY S.J.

Father John returned to the Father last
week aged 88 years, a Jesuit for 70

years.  A country person, he was
educated at Assumption College,

Kilmore.  After gaining his Doctorate
in Philosophy  in  Rome,  he  came  to

teach  us at Werribee in 1964.  He
revolutionized the course of studies

for priesthood, broadening the course
to relate to the modern world.  We

were so fortunate to have him as dean
of studies.  I last met him this year at a
lecture on the priesthood—he was still

learning!  Father John was a very
loved and loving uncle and great-

uncle.

…...Fr Kevin

PARISH DONKEY

The donkey is to get a shelter for
Christmas.  Any parishioner who can
donate any used sheets of iron please
contact Pat Reddan on 0418 310 866.

CHRISTMAS FAMILY MASSES 2010

Friday Vigil 7.00pm  Rupertswood Stadium—1500 seats under
cover:  Please arrive at 6.30pm to assist  the parking of hundreds of
cards and walking several hundred metres from the carparks. Carols
will be sung from 6.30pm
Friday Vigil       10.00pm St Anne’s Church
Saturday Christmas Day  8.30am St Anne’s Church 
Saturday Christmas Day 10.30am St Anne’s Church

--------------------------------------------------

Sunday Mass  8.30 & 10.30am St Anne’s Church
Sunday Mass 5.30pm  Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church

TO FR KEVIN & PARISHIONERS

My warmest thanks and appreciation to the parish community  for  a  very
memorable and treasured farewell celebration on Sunday 28 November.  I
particularly thank all those involved in the organization of the day—Fr
Kevin, Miss Rosalba Salpietro, Mr Shane Crawford, the parish choir and
the PTFA.  Your hard work, dedication and meticulous organisation made it
a very special day. I will take many memories of my eight years as a
member of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish and St Anne’s school
community with me, and will remember you all fondly.

I thank you for all your support, prayers and commitment to making our
community such a warm, special and unique one. My wish is that Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish continues to grow and strengthen both
spiritually and as a community.

I take this opportunity to wish you all a very peaceful and blessed
Christmas and a safe, healthy and happy New Year.

…..Lucy Jackanic

NEW CLASSROOMS AND FACILITIES AT OUR LADY OF

MOUNT CARMEL SCHOOL

On 24 February 2009, Mark Gleeson, Deputy Principal and I accepted the
Federal Government’s offer of $2 million as part of the Building the
Education Revolution (B.E.R.) stimulus package.  From 8 September 2009
to 15 December 2010, we have met every fortnight with the builders and
architects for the demolition of old classrooms and the construction of a
new two-storey facility with six classrooms, two specialist rooms, lift and
kitchen.  No playground has been lost.  Being on an old site of 150 years,
extra electricity and water supply added to the cost.

I thank Paul Hogan and Mark Gleeson for their oversight of the project
with me.  We thank the project managers Rohan and Ian, foremen Sean and
Jason for their cooperative spirit.  Like any renovation of extension at our
homes, there has been inconvenience to students and staff.

The new facility with interactive white boards in all classrooms will help
bring 21st education to our children.

Parents who saw the completed building on Thursday were astounded and
delighted.

…...Fr Kevin


