
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
The story of the wise and the foolish bridesmaids is a familiar one.  Do we ever count 
ourselves among the foolish ones?   
In the light of other things that Jesus said about the boundless generosity of God, we 
might wonder why the bridesmaids with the oil were not willing to share with those 
who had none.  It is a fair question.  Of course parables are not meant to address a 
whole range of issues and to make a wholly coherent moral statement – they are 
designed to highlight and to drive home a specific and important point which must be 
considered in relation to other points made in other parables.   
The point is: the Lord is coming!  Indeed, as we have heard today from the Book of 
Wisdom, the Lord is going about actively looking for those who want to welcome him.  
We proclaim this strongly every time we celebrate Eucharist, immediately after 
recalling what Jesus said and did at the Last Supper.  The early Christians had the 
very strong view that he would come again in their own lifetime – that they would not 
see death before the Lord would return and bring everything to an end, as we see in 
the letter to the Thessalonians.  As time went by and ‘the bridegroom was late in 
coming’ this particular idea had to be re-thought.  Because of the prevalence of 
apocalyptic literature in the first century – stories to do with the end of all things in a 
great cataclysmic display of fire and earthquake, as we shall see in coming weeks, - 
the tendency was, and is, to think of the Lord’s ‘second coming’ as something 
probably far off – but you can’t be sure – at the end of time.  This is undoubtedly a 
fundamental Christian view of creation – that, despite all appearances to the 
contrary, but also supported by much evidence – creation is not inexorably falling 
apart, but is being drawn together ‘in Christ’ as its fulfilment.  But does this focus on 
the ‘second coming’ at the end of time cause us to miss the significance of the early 
Christians’ perception? 
Christians of all ages have experienced ‘meeting the Lord’ in prayer; often through 
deeply personal experiences; sometimes through a lifetime of listening to the 
Scriptures, celebrating Eucharist, caring for others.  They have a strong sense of the 
wonder and unsurpassed value of this meeting.  They, and we with them, have 
glimpsed paradise.  What they also recognised is that at the end of their earthly life 
the Lord would come to meet them again, and this time in a way not bounded and 
constrained by all the cares and business of everyday life.  We say this specifically in 
the funeral rites: The company of prophets comes, the company of apostles comes, 
the company of martyrs (witnesses) comes, the Lord comes to meet the one who has 
died.   
The point of the parable of the bridesmaids is that the Lord’s coming is inevitable.  
The one who comes is the one we read about in the Gospel, full of gentleness and 
compassion.  Our encounter with the bridegroom will depend on our readiness to 
meet him.  Will we recognise him when he comes?  The criterion for recognition is 
the extent to which we have loved one another.      ……..Richard Hallett 
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Mass times this week 
Sat:  6.00pm St Anne’s 
Sun:  8.30am St Anne’s 
 10.30am St Anne’s 
  5.30pm O.L.M.C. 
Mon:    9.15am Liturgy of the Word 
Tue:  9.15am St Anne’s 
Wed:  9.15am St Anne’s 
Thur:  9.15am St Anne’s 
Fri:  9.15am St Anne’s   
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday 10.00-10.30am St Anne’s 
Parish Priest: Rev Kevin McIntosh 
Assisting Priest: Rev Bert Fulbrook SDB. 
Pastoral Associate: Mr Richard Hallett 
Pastoral Associate:   Sr Jose Noy RSJ 
Pastoral Coordinator:  Mrs Lyn Plummer 
 
St Anne’s Primary School   9744 3055 
Principal : Ms Noelene Hussey 
 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel School  9740 7344 
Principal : Mr Paul Hogan 

 
Parish Information 

Baptisms:  Held on Sundays.   
Contact Parish Office for details. 

6 November 2011— Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Psalm Response: My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! 
   Be watchful and ready: 
   you know not when the Son of Man is coming. 
   Alleluia! 
  
    LET US PRAY FOR 
Sick:  Elizabeth ACZEL Sandra AMOS Wendy ATTREED Caleb FARIA  Jill GIBBS   Ron 
PAGE Gregory QUINN  Frank TRAFICANTE 
Anniversaries:   Victor FERNANDES  George KURACH  Ernest MILLETT  David 
O’NEILL  Alfred PAGE Margaret RODRIGUES  Rudolph & Pamela SNELL   Stephen 
WOODS 

VERY IMPORTANT MESSAGE: due to un-
availability of priests, Sunday 6 November , 
5.30pm Mass at  Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church will be a Liturgy of the Word with 
Communion Service. Please join our cele-
bration. 
 
The following children from our parish will be bap-
tised this Sunday: 
Chloe ADDY 
Tom AZZOPARDI 
William BURLEY 
Bailey GRAY 
We joyfully welcome them into  
our parish community. 
 
A BIG THANK YOU: Sunbury United Junior Soc-
cer Club kindly borrowed the Youth Group their BBQ 
and donated sausages for the Sausage Sizzle last 
week.  This helped the Youth Group raise much 
needed funds for their monthly activities. 
 
MEMORIAL SHEETS:  during the month of No-
vember we remember our dearly departed loved 
ones. At all masses, we have a memorial book that 
we will add to every week. Please feel free to fill in a 
purple form to have your loved ones added to our 
memorial book.  
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 
NEXT WEEK 

CATHOLIC DEAF 



OPEN DAY, JOIN UP DAY:  Jill Gibbs neighbourhood garden 
When: 20 November, 1-3pm 
Where: Donkeys Paddock, Riddell Rd, Sunbury 
Bring your gardening boots and tons of enthusiasm. Contact Bernie on 
9744 4455 for further details. 
 
CHRISTMAS ON THE GREEN 2011: will take place on Sun 11 Dec. 
The event is being sponsored by the Combined Churches of Sunbury and 
tells the Christmas message in story, song and festivity. Organisers are 
looking for volunteers and donations to help make the event a success. If 
you would like to assist, please contact the Parish Office on 9744 1060. 
There is also information in the foyer of St Anne’s Church. 
 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND:  Married couples, we en-
courage you to prioritise your relationship. It underpins your family life. 
Please join us for a Marriage Encounter weekend. Our weekend helps 
you to remember why you married and gives you skills to maintain your 
love for each other. Couples and priests present the weekend. It is based 
around catholic values but you don’t need to be catholic to attend. The 
next weekend will be held on 11-13 Nov. For further info contact Marianne 
& Marcelle Van den Bronk on 9733 0997 or email vicbook-
ings@wwme.org.au. 
 
THE GISBORNE SINGERS: will be performing Handel’s Messiah  on 
Nov 20 at 3pm in The Chapel at Rupertswood Mansion,  Sunbury. As in 
the past, the choir will present this major work with professional soloists 
and orchestra. Prices are General $35, Con $30, Students $20, under 12 
free.  Concert bookings, contact Liz on 5426 2467. 
 
FOSTER CARE; if you are in a position to open your heart and home to 
help a child, please consider foster care. Every night in Victoria there are 
thousands of vulnerable children who need a safe place to stay because 
they are unable to live at home. If you can help, please contact MacKillop 
Family Services on 8398 6800. 
 
FOUNDATIONS IN ADVENT: Thursday 10 & 17 Nov7.45pm-9.30pm 
at Thomas Carr Centre, 278 Victoria Pde, Melb. Before you get caught up 
in the parties and presents, take some time to review the year you've had 
and reflect on what Christmas is really about. The Archdiocesan Office for 
Youth invites you to a two-part Advent retreat with each evening being a 
mixture of reflection, catechesis and small group discussions. Register 
now. Send your name and contact details to aoy@cam.org.au or call our 
office on 9412 3324. For more info, visit cam.org.au/youth. 
 
DON BOSCO BRUNSWICK YOUTH FOUNDATION FUN & 
FOOD FESTA:  will be held at Ferraro Receptions, 14 Onslow Ave, 
Campbellfield on Sat 19 Nov at 6.30pm. Tickets are $50 per person (inc 
food, drink & music) are available by contacting 9386 3948.  All proceeds 
are for a very worthy cause. 
 
CATECHETICS NEEDED:  We are looking for two people to work on a 
part-time basis with the parish Religious Education Coordinator and the 
parish primary schools to provide the teaching component of religious 
education and preparation for celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation 
for children attending other schools in our parish area.  Qualification to 
teach Religious Education in Catholic primary schools is highly desirable.  
If you are interested please contact the Parish Office for a more detailed 
explanation of what is involved in this important work.  We have a lot of 
fun together doing this! 
 
MEETING THIS WEEK: 
Mon 7 Nov 7pm  St Vincent de Paul   St Anne’s Church 

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND 
ALTAR CARE:  St Anne’s Church—Wiegerink Family CLEANING:  OLMC Church—Eliza Woodgate St Anne’s Church—Michelle Bakker  Bernie 
Owens  Maree Salm  COUNTERS:   John & Judith Bracher Judith Ibrahim  GIFT SHOP:  Dawn Westwood  Roselle Duckworth  Pam Jeffrey   
LECTORS:     Barry McAloney Elena Rodrigues Michael McConville  Mary Morrongiello  MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:  6.00pm Mary Baensch  
Annette Byrne-Phillips  Dorlores Kruszynski  Diana & Albert Mastramico Shashi Nair Eileen Naylor Barry Roberts 8.30am  Tom Allen Christine 
Cassar Ann Chircop Elizabeth Falzon Mark Perry Andrew Swan Lloyd D’Crus 10.30am  Bernadette Anderson John Bottams Johanna Fahey Paul 
Fanning  Cathy Gay Tony Hendy Michael Hetherington Teresa Kiploks 5.30pm  Maree O’Brien Luisa Hogan Paul Hogan 

Neighbourhood Families Celebration:  As an ongoing part of our 
celebration of Reconciliation and First Communion in 2011, children 
and their families who celebrated these Sacraments this year have 
been invited to a special Neighbourhood Mass at 10.30am on Sunday 
13th of November.  Refreshments will be available from 10.00am and 
we will arrange for families from each Neighbourhood to meet each 
other before Mass, to go in and sit together for the celebration of the 
Mass. 
 
Families from the following Neighbourhoods have been invited to come 
on Sunday 13th November: 
Boardman Bulla  Clarkefield       Emu Bottom 
Fullwood  Gisborne South Gumtree Hills  Killara/
Canterbury Hills Kismet Park Reservoir Road Riddell         
Sherwood Spaceline Strathearn Glen Studley 
Park      Sunbury West  
 
Other parishioners from these Neighbourhoods are warmly in-
vited and encouraged to come along, meet with these young fami-
lies before Mass and make them welcome in their Neighbourhood 
communities.   
 
IMPORTANT REMINDER TO LECTORS AND MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION: a training session has been arranged for all Lectors 
and Ministers of Communion as per the letter sent out last week. The 
dates are: Lectors Tue 8 Nov at 7.40pm and Wed 9 Nov at 10am. The 
date for the Ministers of Communion is: Wed 16 Nov at 10am and 
7.30pm.  Please come along to support each other and grow in these 
very important ministries. 
 
2012 COLUMBAN CALENDAR: is the 90th Edition of the Colum-
ban Calendar. It is now available at the Piety Stall for only $8. Buy this 
Special edition of the calendar and you will be helping our missionaries 
at the same time. This calendar makes an excellent gift for family and 
friends. There is an Art Guide Presentation with an explanation of each 
painting on the website: www.columban.org.au. 
 
GIANT CAR BOOT SALE:  with craft stalls will be held by Sunbury 
Uniting Church on the Village Green and inside the church hall, on Sat 
19 Nov from 8.30am. There will be outside car sites (over 60 cars!!) 
and inside craft stalls. Site prices: cars $20, inside craft stalls $20. For 
more info or to book, ring Helen on 9744 3031 or 0407 506 507. 
 
EVERGREENS:  Our Lady of Mt Carmel preps have invited us to 
lunch in the multi-purpose room at OLMC school at 12 Thur 17 Nov. 
For catering purposes, please ring Frances on 9744 1999 by 10 Nov. 
 
ABORIGINAL CATHOLIC MINISTRY: at all 
Masses this weekend, we will pray a special Abo-
riginal prayer in place of our Parish Prayer. It is a 
sign of respect to the Aboriginal community and as 
part of us vremembering All Souls Day which was 
celebrated on Wed 2 Nov. 
 
COMITATO MADONNA DELLE LACRIMOE SIRACUSA IN 
MELBOURNE: from Sun 13 Nov to Sun 20 Nov at St Brendan’s 
Flemington, St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir, St Matthew’s, 
North Fawkner, St Martin de Porres, Avondale Heights, concluding at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral. The Missione Mariana wil be led by Archbishop 
Salvatore Pappalardo, archbishop of Siracusa, together with Rev. 
Monsignor Alfio Inserra, in both Italian and English. Information will be 
on the Welcome Desk in the foyer of St Anne’s Church. 


