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25TH SEPTEMBER 2011 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s                 

5.30pm Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Mon   9.15am  St Anne’s Church
                                 Liturgy of the Word

Tues 7.00pm   Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Wed 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Thurs 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Fri      9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C. 

Church

READINGS NEXT WEEK

1st Is 5:1-7
2nd Phil 4:6-9

3rd Matthew 21:33-43

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

26th Sep 7pm St Vincent de Paul St 
Anne's Chapel

VACANCY- PARISH RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION COORDINATOR

We are seeking to fill this position– 2 
days per week from next year. Contact 
Parish Office 

EMMAUS CHARISMATIC PRAYER 

GROUP

The Prayer Group meets at St Anne’s 
Church at 10.15am on Thursdays. CCR 
is conducting a Ladies Day at the CCR 
Centre,  101 Holden St,  North Fitzroy 
on 29 September from 10-3pm so the 
meeting will be cancelled on that day. 
All  ladies  welcome  to  join  us.  For 
further info/ transport contact Lambert 
&  Elaine  van  der  Weerden  on  9744 
4029.

ROSARY

Prayed every Saturday St Anne’s 
Church at 9.00am.

WHICH OF THE TWO DID THE FATHER'S WILL?

The Prophet Ezekiel, and the group of disciples with whom he worked, is 
largely responsible for the bringing together of all the sources which go to make 
up what we now refer to as the Old Testament, or more correctly, the Hebrew 
Scriptures.   It is instructive to remember that this great work was not done at a 
time when everything was going well for the Jewish People - in fact it was done 
around 530 years before Jesus' time while the people were in exile in Babylon. 
And the shape of all the stories from Creation, Abraham, Moses, The Judges and 
Kings, and all the prophets from Samuel to Jeremiah, which this learned group 
brought together to make the definitive account of the life and journeying of their 
people  with  their  God,  is  the  result  of  their  collective  experience  which  led, 
precisely, to deportation to Babylon.  They had been on this great journey but had 
ended up exactly where they had started - as strangers and slaves in a foreign 
land.

Last  week we reflected on the inner or spiritual journey to maturity as one in 
search of freedom of spirit; as St. John of the Cross puts it, not encumbered by 
either material or spiritual things but free to respond in practical down-to-earth 
action to whatever it is that God is calling us to, day by day.   What is the major 
stumbling stone to coming to this state?  We mentioned the 'spiritual diseases' that 
the  early  Christian  teachers  spoke  about:  'Prelest'  -  or  following  a  false  and 
ultimately futile goal - this often manifests itself in simply 'following the crowd' 
and not taking the trouble to think things out for ourselves, taking advice where 
necessary; it is an 'easy path';  and 'Accidie' or boredom with the effort of working 
to develop the quality of our discipleship, and our capacity to respond to God's 
call.  But even these are symptoms of the more fundamental issue which Jesus 
addresses today in the Gospel reading.

The context of this incident is a meeting between Jesus and the religious leaders. 
They are confident in their own holiness; they put a lot of effort into observance 
of the Law, and into ensuring that everyone else does as well.  In this case, Jesus 
takes the initiative and puts a question to them:  "What do you think about this 
situation? . . .'  That sounds like a lot of the questions they had put to him!   He 
tells the story of the two sons, then asks, 'Which of the two did the father's will?' 
and they answer correctly.  Right from the start it is not a question of them not 
knowing what should be done.  As Jesus points out to them, the people whom 
they consider to be ignorant and 'unclean' recognise God's presence in John, and 
they themselves know what they should be doing.  So where is the problem?

During the week we read this passage at our parish team meeting and Father 
Michael put his finger on it, as he often does!  It is a matter of 'wilfulness'.  Both 
sons were wilful; they both put their own concerns and interests and priorities at 
the centre of their world, and responded accordingly.  One simply refused; the 
other only appeared to agree.   The whole of the Hebrew Scriptures, as presented 
by Ezekiel and his school, are the story of their people's wilfulness, and of its 
necessary disastrous consequences.    Father Michael then went on to ask what 
exactly happened when the first son 'thought better of it'.   He said, perhaps he 
thought about his father, and all that his father had done for him; that really his 
father  was  a  wonderful  and  generous  and  loving  man  and  deserved  a  better 
response than he had just given him.   So he went to the vineyard.

…...Richard Hallett



  KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN 

CROSS

The  Knights  of  the  Southern  Cross  are 
holding  an  information  session  for  new 
members  after  the  8.30am  Mass  at  St 
Anne’s Church on Sunday 25 September. 
Come and hear what this Catholic men’s 
organisation  is  all  about.  You  will  be 
made most  welcome by the members of 
the Order from your  own parish here in 
Sunbury.  If  you are  unable  to  attend on 
this day, phone Colin Walsh 9744 2947 or 
John Stafford 9744 9966 for information 
to be posted to you.

SEEKING ASYLUM

 Is  there  a  solution?  Rerum  Novarum 
Oration 2011 Tuesday 11 October 7pm at 
Central Hall, 20-22 Brunswick St, Fitzroy. 
Bishop  Vincent  Long  van  Nguyen 
OFMConv,  who  arrived  on  Australia’s 
shores as an asylum seeker, will examine 
this  issue  through   the  lens  of  Catholic 
Social Teaching. The Official Response to 
the  Oration  will  be  given  by  the  Hon. 
Malcolm Fraser, who was instrumental in 
formulating  an  immigration  policy  that 
enabled  the  compassionate  and  orderly 
integration  of  asylum  seekers  and 
refugees.  RSVP  7  Oct  9926  5727  or 
justice@cam.org.au.

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY

Sunday 25 September is Social Justice 
Sunday. This years Social Justice 
Statement is titled:”Building Bridges, Not 
Walls: Prisons and the justice system.” 
The Statement asks Catholics to think 
about conditions in our prisons, who is 
sentenced to prison and why. Rates of 
imprisonment in Australia have risen 
sharply although levels of crime remain 
steady. The most disadvantaged in 
Australia are the most likely to be 
imprisoned. In our parishes and our 
communities, let us consider how we can 
make a difference for those in prison and 
seeking bridges to a new life. For futher 
info visit 
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au or call 
02 8306 3499.

HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Find out more about becoming a foster 
carer or occasional respite carer for a 

child in need. Information night Wed 21 
September 6.30-7.30pm 354 Main Rd 

West, St Albans. RSVP and enquiries to 
9270 9351 or 

fostercareenquires@goodshepvic.org.a

u.

ANNUAL PARISH DINNER DANCE

The Dinner Dance will be held at the Calabria Club, Uniting Lane Bulla on 
Saturday 8th October 2011 from 6.30 to 11.30pm. Cost is $50.00 per person 

(seating tables of 12)Four course meal and drinks. Contact Eileen Cardillo on 
5428 5354 or Maree Salm on 9744 1657.

ST JOSEPH’S TECHNICAL COLLEGE ABBOTTSFORD

Reunion.  Last  chance,  this  great  school  is  to  be  demolished  shortly  for 
apartments. We have arranged permission to view all old classrooms, etc. View 
our big screen slideshow of old class photos, sporting events, cadets, etc. Pick 
yourself out of the old photos. These can be purchased on the day. Past students & 
teachers  come along and catch up with your old mates.  BBQ lunch & drinks 
available. Sunday 2 October 1-5pm. John Taglieri (1970) 0432 242 981 or Frank 
Hargrave (1955) 0417 041 777.

DREAMING IN THE CITY

This has been postponed to a date to be advised. Please join us as we come 
together to pray, in the month of the Rosary, accepting the contribution to our 
Church from our Aboriginal Catholics. Aboriginal artwork for each Mystery will 
be shown on the screen in St Anne’s Church. These are the signs and symbols of 
this land. 

WORKING BEE

St Anne’s Church 1 October 2011 from 9-12. Please bring shovels, wheelbarrows 
and whipper snipers. Refreshments provided. All welcome.

LIGHT THE NIGHT

 In support of the Leukaemia Foundation the Sunbury Festival will be holding a 
Charity Walk event for families and the community on Wednesday 28 September 
from 6.00pm starting from the Sunbury Village Green.  Around 40000 Australian 
families are affected by various forms of Leukaemia, but Light the Night is a 
memorable and uplifting event to give hope for a brighter future. Bring a chair or 
picnic blanket and enjoy the live music after the walk. Food and drinks can be 
purchased after the walk. Cost is $20 per adult, children under 12 are free. For 
further information visit www.sunfest.org.au.

SUNBURY MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER GROUP

The group will meet at the home of Barry and Judy McAloney 8 Kendall Crt on 
Sunday 2 October for a shared lunch after the 10.30 Mass. All welcome. For 

further information please contact Lambert & Elaine Van der Weerden on 9744 
4029.

ASSISTANCE REQUIRED

Working with St Vincent de Paul, we have visited an Indian family with two 
adults and two teenage girls. The parents are fully qualified “Accountants” in their 

own country but after 5 months they are unable to find employment as 
bookkeepers or accountants. They wish to be able to follow their profession in 
Australia. The mother has said she would be prepared to work 1 or 2 days per 

week unpaid while she learns our systems. If anyone is able to help, please call 
Anthony Rocco, St Vincent de Paul, Conference President on 0416 008 967.

MASS FOR MENTAL HEALTH

St Pius X, West Heidelberg will celebrate a mass for those who suffer from mental 
illness, relatives, friends and carers of those with a mental health condition on 

Wednesday 28 September at 2pm. Mass will be followed by afternoon tea. Details 
Fr Wayne Edwards 9457 5794.

PARISH PLAYGROUP

Come and join us for a cuppa, play and to meet some new people—every 
Wednesday morning 9.15am to 11.00am during school term at the Parish Centre. 

Enquiries:  Caroline Thorne—9744 5620 or olmcplaygroup@hotmail.com  


