
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH

BULLA,   CLARKEFIELD,    DIGGERS REST,    SUNBURY

Parish Office:   101 Riddell Road Sunbury 3429
Ph: 9744 1060   Fax:  9744 7786  

Email:  parishoffice@olmcsunbury.org.au 
Website www.olmcsunbury.org.au 

Parish WeblogSite olmcsunbury.wordpress.com
 

18TH SEPTEMBER 2011 TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s                 

5.30pm Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Mon   9.15am  St Anne’s Church
                                 Liturgy of the Word

Tues 7.00pm   Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Wed 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Thurs 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Fri      9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C. 

Church

READINGS NEXT WEEK

1st Ez 18:25-28
2nd Phil 2:1-11

3rd Matthew 21:28-32

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

VACANCY- PARISH RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION COORDINATOR

We are seeking to fill this position– 2 
days per week from next year. Contact 
Parish Office 

EMMAUS CHARISMATIC PRAYER 

GROUP

The Prayer Group meets at St Anne’s 
Church at 10.15am on Thursdays. CCR 
is conducting a Ladies Day at the CCR 
Centre,  101 Holden St,  North Fitzroy 
on 29 September from 10-3pm so the 
meeting will be cancelled on that day. 
All  ladies  welcome  to  join  us.  For 
further info/ transport contact Lambert 
&  Elaine  van  der  Weerden  on  9744 
4029.

MENTAL HEALTH WEEK

WED 28 Sept 2pm St Pius X Church, 
419 Waterdale Rd, Heidelberg 

followed by afternoon tea.
All welcome.

SEEK THE LORD.........

We don’t find it to hard to accept the words spoken by the Prophet Isaiah 
today: ‘Yes, the heavens are as high above earth as my ways are above your ways, 
my thoughts above your thoughts.’  In fact we find it all too easy, and our next 
step is to say, ‘It’s all too much for me!  That’s all for someone who is really 
holy.’  We obviously didn’t hear what he said at the beginning of this passage: 
‘Seek the Lord while he is still to be found.’

Many of the early Christian writers referred to two great diseases of the spirit, 
Accidie or ‘boredom with spiritual things’ and Prelest or ‘fervently following a 
false path’ – they were writing primarily for monks and nuns and we can easily 
say,  ‘That  doesn’t  have  anything to  do  with  me’,  but  the  spiritual  journey  is 
essentially the same for each of us, regardless of our state of life.  The underlying 
idea of monasticism is simply to bring this journey into sharper focus, so that the 
issues,  which  are  issues  for  everyone,  can  be  more  clearly  identified  and 
managed.  The spiritual journey consists in passing from a state where we are 
more or less centred in ourselves, to a state where we are entirely centred in ‘the 
other’, and ‘the other’ is both God and other persons.

Teillhard de Chardin, the French Jesuit theologian and scientist, said ‘We are not 
primarily human beings on a spiritual journey, but spiritual beings on a human 
journey.’  As we read right at the start of the Book of Genesis, we are made in the 
image of God, and we then proceed to read how we lose that image.  Spiritual 
beings are not able to change – they are outside time and space.  They are what 
they are.  But because we are both spiritual and bodily, our bodies enable our 
spirit to grow and mature.  Our bodies are like greenhouses which, if properly 
tended, provide an environment for our spirits, which start out practically as a 
‘blank sheet of paper’ when we are babies, to grow and to develop, as St. Paul 
says ‘in all ways into Christ’, that is, to grow into (the image of) God.  Or to put it 
another way, as Bill Cosby used to say, ‘I started out as a child!’ and we grow to 
enter into union with the Divine Life of God, revealed in Jesus.   This is exactly 
what St. Paul says in the second reading today:  ‘Life to me, of course, is Christ.’ 
His use of ‘of course’ is very significant;  it implies that we, his readers, already 
understand this clearly, and that he is just reminding us!

At the beginning of his two-part ‘guidance manual’ on the interior or spiritual life, 
in a  kind of  sub title,  St.  John of the Cross  sums up the whole process  very 
concisely, and if you get the point of these few lines in the sub-title, you don’t 
need to read the book!  He says, ‘This book explains how to prepare yourself in 
order to come in a short time to Divine union.  It gives helpful advice to beginners 
and  to  the  more  experienced,  so  that  they  may  know  how  to  disentangle 
themselves of all material things, and how not to become entangled in spiritual 
things, but to abide in that complete liberty of spirit which is necessary for union 
with God in Love.’

Jesus demonstrates this very clearly in one of his most wonderful stories, that of 
the vineyard labourers:  It  works like one of those famous Zen sayings:  If  it 
makes perfect sense to you, you are seeing things from God’s point of view.  If it 
seems like a conundrum, and unfair, you are still seeing things from your own 
point of view, in which case, pay attention to Isaiah’s words: ‘Seek the Lord while 
he is still to be found; call on him while he is still near.’

…...Richard Hallett



  KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN 

CROSS

The Knights of the Southern Cross are 
holding  an  information  session  for 
new members after the 8.30am Mass 
at  St  Anne’s  Church  on  Sunday  25 
September.  Come and hear what this 
Catholic  men’s  organisation  is  all 
about.  You  will  be  made  most 
welcome by the members of the Order 
from your own parish here in Sunbury. 
If you are unable to attend on this day, 
phone Colin Walsh 9744 2947 or John 
Stafford 9744 9966 for information to 
be posted to you.

SEEKING ASYLUM

 Is there a solution? Rerum Novarum 
Oration 2011 Tuesday 11 October 7pm 
at  Central  Hall,  20-22 Brunswick St, 
Fitzroy.  Bishop  Vincent  Long  van 
Nguyen  OFMConv,  who  arrived  on 
Australia’s shores as an asylum seeker, 
will  examine  this  issue  through   the 
lens of Catholic Social Teaching. The 
Official  Response to the Oration will 
be given by the Hon. Malcolm Fraser, 
who was  instrumental  in  formulating 
an immigration policy that enabled the 
compassionate and orderly integration 
of asylum seekers and refugees. RSVP 
7  Oct  9926  5727  or 
justice@cam.org.au.

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY

Sunday 25 September is Social Justice 
Sunday. Please note the upcoming 
launch of the 2011 Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference. “Building 
Bridges– Not Walls. Prisons and the 
justice system.” is being presented by 
Fr Joe Caddy and Sr Mary 
O’Shannessy at 12 noon Thursday 15 
September at Cathedral Room, 
Cardinal Knox Centre, 383 Albert 
Street, East Melbourne. RSVP: 
justice@cam.org.au or 9926 5710 by 
Monday 12 September.

HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Find out more about becoming a foster 
carer or occasional respite carer for a 
child in need. Information night Wed 
21 September 6.30-7.30pm 354 Main 

Rd West, St Albans. RSVP and 
enquiries to 9270 9351 or 

fostercareenquires@goodshepvic.org.a
u.

ANNUAL PARISH DINNER DANCE

The Dinner Dance will be held at the Calabria Club, Uniting Lane Bulla on 
Saturday 8th October 2011 from 6.30 to 11.30pm. Cost is $50.00 per 

person (seating tables of 12)Four course meal and drinks. Contact Eileen 
Cardillo on 5428 5354 or Maree Salm on 9744 1657.

ST MARY MACKILLOP

Her influence on Catholic Social Service Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow; 
Melbourne 13-14 October. Bookings are now open for this conference. A 
flyer which includes a registration form available at 
www.css.org.au/MaryMacKillop. Cost for full participation including 
meals $200 More details at Welcome Desk....Social Justice Group

ST JOSEPH’S TECHNICAL COLLEGE ABBOTTSFORD

Reunion.  Last  chance,  this great  school  is  to  be demolished shortly for 
apartments. We have arranged permission to view all old classrooms, etc. 
View our big screen slideshow of old class photos, sporting events, cadets, 
etc. Pick yourself out of the old photos. These can be purchased on the day. 
Past students & teachers come along and catch up with your old mates. 
BBQ lunch & drinks available.  Sunday 2 October 1-5pm. John Taglieri 
(1970) 0432 242 981 or Frank Hargrave (1955) 0417 041 777.

DREAMING IN THE CITY

In his historic speech made to Aboriginal people in Alice Springs in 1986 
Pope John Paul II said “the Church in Australia will not be fully the Church 
that Jesus wants her to be until you have made your contribution to her life 
and that contribution has been joyfully accepted.”
Dreaming in the City– Praying the Rosary the Aboriginal way is a 
reflective process of story-telling and paintings that link the gospel stories 
based on the traditional Rosary form of prayer. The historical and 
contemporary experience of urban Aboriginal people is an expression of 
what is called ‘city dreaming.’
The original Dreaming in the City was launched in 1997 with paintings of 
the Joyful Mysteries (Happy Stories painted by Maria Galea), the 
Sorrowful Mysteries (Sad Stories painted by Doug Smith), and the 
Glorious Mysteries (Wonderful Stories painted by Loraine Nelson). These 
paintings have travelled to many Parishes in the past 15 years.
The second version of Dreaming in the City, sponsored by the Aboriginal 
Catholic Ministry Melbourne, was launched last July and includes the new 
Mysteries of Light.
The new Mysteries of Light (Light Stories), given to us by Pope John Paul 
II, renew and refresh us in our prayer life, as we rush through our lives 
with increasing speed and forgetfulness. This is what Aboriginal people can 
offer to the Church and others: simple liturgies, more quiet and space to 
reflect on what we are doing. The five paintings of the Mysteries of Light 
cover the public life of Jesus and have been painted by Melissa Bricknell 
of the Yorta Yorta and Wiradjeri clans. On Saturday 15 October at 9am we 
will be praying the Rosary the Aboriginal way with the paintings shown on 
our screen in St Anne’s Church.



LIGHT THE NIGHT

 In support of the Leukaemia 
Foundation the Sunbury Festival will 
be holding a Charity Walk event for 
families and the community on 
Wednesday 28 September from 
6.00pm starting from the Sunbury 
Village Green.  Around 40000 
Australian families are affected by 
various forms of Leukaemia, but Light 
the Night is a memorable and uplifting 
event to give hope for a brighter 
future. Bring a chair or picnic blanket 
and enjoy the live music after the 
walk. Food and drinks can be 
purchased after the walk. Cost is $20 
per adult, children under 12 are free. 
For further information visit 
www.sunfest.org.au.

HEALING MASS

Fr Augustine Vallooran, Director of 
the Divine Retreat Centre in India will 
be in Melbourne in September. Come 
and join us in worshipping our God as 
Fr Augustine proclaims the Word of 
God in a healing Mass on Wed 21 

September 7pm at Mary MacKillop’s 
Church 152 Odessa Ave, Keilor 

Downs. Experience the healing touch 
of our Lord. Leave blessed.

ASSISTANCE REQUIRED

Working with St Vincent de Paul, we have visited an Indian family with 
two adults and two teenage girls. The parents are fully qualified 

“Accountants” in their own country but after 5 months they are unable to 
find employment as bookkeepers or accountants. They wish to be able to 

follow their profession in Australia. The mother has said she would be 
prepared to work 1 or 2 days per week unpaid while she learns our 

systems. If anyone is able to help, please call Anthony Rocco, St Vincent 
de Paul, Conference President on 0416 008 967.


