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3rd July 2011 FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s                 

5.30pm  Our Lady of MountCarmel

Mon   9.15am  St Anne’s Church

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Weds 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Fri      9.15am   St Anne’s Church

           11.45am O.L.M.C.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C. 

Church

READINGS NEXT WEEK

1st Isaiah 55:10-11

2nd Romans 8:18-23

3rd Matthew 13:1-23

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

Mon 4 July 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul 

at St Anne's Church

Wed 6 July 7.00pm Knights Dinner 

Meeting

MASS TIMES

At a recent Pastoral Coordinating Team 

meeting, following a discussion 

regarding the availability of priests, it 

was suggested to Fr Kevin that the 

current weekday Mass times remain 

the same throughout the winter 

months, that is Wednesday and Friday 

mornings at St Anne’s Church to be 

celebrated at 9.15am.

Thanks to some committed 

parishioners, Liturgy of the Word will 

continue on Monday mornings at 

9.15am.

Sunday Mass times will remain the 

same for the time being.

MORNING TEA

After 8.30am Mass today is hosted by 

Fullwood Neighbourhood.

THE WONDER WITHIN

What a spectacular return from the long period of celebration of the great themes 

of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, to what is rather unfortunately called 

‘ordinary time’!   Since Ash Wednesday on 9 March we have prepared the way 

for the coming of Christ into Jerusalem in our celebration of Lent.  We have re-

lived those extraordinary days and events of Holy Week.  We have watched in 

wonder as the one whom we thought dead has come among us again, on the 

Emmaus road and cooking fish by the lakeside.  In recent days we have taken new 

heart as we recognise the Spirit of God with and in us.   And now, until 26 

November we are in that steady period called Ordinary Time – not because it is 

‘ordinary’, trivial, uninteresting, boring – Zechariah’s glorious words give the lie 

to such notions:  ‘Rejoice heart and soul, . . shout with gladness . . see . . your 

king comes to you!  .. He will proclaim peace for the nations.  His empire shall 

stretch from sea to sea, from the great River (Euphrates) to the ends of the earth.’ 

This period is only ‘ordinary’ because the weeks are numbered in order.  Surely 

we could think of a better name for this period in which, in the midst of all the 

daily joys and worries, cares and triumphs, struggles and hopes of life, we see 

love and generosity, inspiration and wonder close at hand.  We see the wonderful 

in the midst of the so-called ordinary.  The task is to keep our eyes and hearts 

open to it.

This reality of the revelation of divine life in the context, not of some 

extraordinary ‘spiritual’ event  but in the framework of our daily life, and of the 

real possibility of coming to complete fulfilment and peace, in the midst of all the 

ups and downs of our own experience, is precisely what Jesus proclaims in the 

Gospel.   The only condition:  to accept what he says as children do.   

Almost certainly the greatest joy in reading and acting out the great biblical and 

Gospel stories with children, especially up to the age of about 10 or 11, is that 

they get the point intuitively and very  accurately!   They see these stories as true 

stories – as a faithful portrayal of the reality of life, uncluttered and undistorted by 

the overlay of preconceptions which, as we seek to find our place in the world, 

and fear that we might not, we place around us as a protection when in fact they 

become a prison.  The work of prayer in the Christian tradition is to keep our eyes 

open for the wonder within the ordinary, to remove the artificial barriers which 

we have erected, so that we can walk in the uncluttered freedom of the children of 

God. 

This is all explained most emphatically in the part of St Paul’s great letter to the 

Church in Rome which we read today.  The primary point to note and the key to 

making sense of what Paul says, is that it is all written in the past tense. 

Something has ‘already’ happened so that we can live in the way that he explains. 

That was certainly his experience and it needs to be ours.  ‘The law of the spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus has set you free’  (8.1) – not ‘will’ or ‘might, if you are good 

enough’!

It is a pity that verse 10 is left out of our reading today.

Homework for this week – for the over 20’s – the young folks are having a 

holiday! – is to read Chapter 8 of Paul’s letter to the Romans.   If you read it every 

day, and recognise that he is speaking truly, it will transform your life!    Enjoy 

‘ordinary time’!

Richard Hallett



PUBLIC FORUM TO HEAR THE 

CASE AGAINST EUTHANASIA

The Forum is at Australia Catholic 

University, Victoria Pde, Fitzroy on 

Tue 5 July at 6.00pm.  Prof. Margaret 

Somerville, AM, lawyer.  Response: 

Rabbi John Levi AM, vote of thanks: 

Sr James Gubbo.

ALTAR SERVERS

Training for young people wishing to 

become Altar  Servers  will be held at 

1.00pm on Saturdays 16 and 23 in St 

Anne’s Church.  Applicants must be 

10 years of age and have reached or 

about to receive Eucharist.  Any 

enquiries please ring 9744 2674.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Catholic Fundraising, who assists 

parishes with their Thanksgiving 

Stewardship Programs, are seeking a 

full time enthusiastic and committed 

Program director to join the 

organiastion.  Applications are 

welcomed and a Position Description 

can be viewed 

at www.cam.org.au/jobs

EMMAUS CHARISMATIC 

PRAYER GROUP

The Prayer Group meets at St Anne’s 

Church at 10.15am on Thursdays.  All 

welcome including children.  Further 

info/transport please contact Lambert 

& Elaine van der Weerden on 9744 

4029.

NAIDOC WEEK

Today is the beginning of NAIDOC 

week when we celebrate the history, 

culture and achievements of 

Aboriginal  and  Torres  Strait Islander 

people.  NAIDOC is celebrated not 

only in Indigenous Communities but 

by Australians in all walks of life. 

This week is a great opportunity to 

participate in a range of activities and 

support your local Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people.  Check 

out www.naidoc.org.au

PALMS AUSTRALIA

Do you want to be the change you want to see in our world?  Come along 

to our Timor-Leste Encounter Mon 19 Sep—Sat 1 Oct.  Witness 

empowering ‘grassroots’ development work, driven by the host 

community; engage in another culture and learn what others consider 

important in ‘their’ world.  Further info phone 02 9518 9551; 

encounter@palms.org.au   www.palms.org.au

ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

Are you celebrating your 25th, 40th, 50th or 60-70th wedding anniversary 

this year?  The Life, Marriage & Family Office invites you and your 

families to join us for Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral on Sun 24 July at 

11.00am by Archbishop Denis Hart.  Couples who register will receive 

commemorative certificates and packs.  To register:  Life, Marriage & 

Family Office on 9287 5579, lmf@cam.org.au or online at 

www.imf.cam.org.au   Registrations close on Friday 16 July.

JOHN PAUL II INSTITUTE FOR MARRIAGE & FAMILY

Training for parents; Forming Children in Christian Sexuality:  Thursday 

14 July, 7.30pm—9.00pm at Thomas Carr Centre (corner of Victoria Pde 

and Eades St, East Melbourne.  Cost:  Free of charge.  RSVP Tue 12 July

—Anthony Coyle acoyle@jp2institute.org ()3) 9412 3370.  Facilitator:  Dr 

Gerard O’Shea, Senior Lecturer in Religious Education and Family 

Ministry at the John Paul II Institute.

YOUTH GROUP

We gather every fourth Sunday at St Anne’s Church between 6.30pm and 

7.30pm.  Please bring along your favourite board game.  Refreshments 

provided.  Further info contact garnetjacob@yahoo.com or phone 9740 

8328.

GARDENING WORKING BEE

The next working bee will be on Saturday 6 August  - 9.00am to noon. 

Thank you to the Creed family for the new Norfolk Pine at St Anne’s, also 

to the Hogan and O’Brien families for the donated tools towards the 

Neighbourhood Garden.

CHILDRENS LITURGY WORKSHEETS

Every  week  we  have  a  new  Children’s worksheet  available at both 

Masses. The Worksheets are relevant to the weekly Gospel readings, which 

help the children to be engaged in the Mass.  Please encourage the children 

to take a worksheet before Mass.

DO SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL FOR GOD
SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND - PROPAGATION OF THE 

FAITH APPEAL

Join with Catholic Mission this weekend to reach out and support 

missionaries in Peru and 160 countries around the world.  Every day 

missionaries  like  Australian Father John Anderson, Father Raymundo 

Portelli and Gabriela Filonowicz reach out to meet the need of 

communities in the diocese of Iquitos, Peru.  By making a gift to the 

Catholic Mission Church Appeal today or by becoming a Friends in Faith 

Partner with a monthly gift, you will help communities affected by 

hardship, diocese and extreme poverty.  We can all do something beautiful 

for God.  


