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5th May 2011         THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD   

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s                 

5.30pm  Our Lady of MountCarmel

(Hosted by Goonawarra/Rolling Meadows 

Neighbourhood)

Mon   9.15am  St Anne’s Church

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues 11.00am   n/a

Weds 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Thur 9.15am   n/a

Fri      9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C. 

Church

READINGS NEXT WEEK

1st Genesis 11:1-9

2nd Romans 8:22-27

3rd John 7:37-39

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

Mon 6 Jun 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul St 

Anne’s Church

Tue 7 Jun 10.30am Ministers Fellowship

Tue 7 Jun 7.30pm ‘Journey Together’ 

combined meeting

Wed 8 Jun Hume Interfaith Network—

Sunbury Neighbourhood House

Wed 8 Jun Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity - St Anne’s Church

Thu/Fri 9-10 Jun Catholic Education 

Conference

MEETINGS NEXT WEEK

Tue 14 June  7.40pm Parish Finance 

Committee

Tue 7 Jun 7.30pm ‘Journey Together’ 

combined meeting

THANKSGIVING MASS
By next Sunday, our four new adult 

Catholics will have completed their post-

Easter catechesis in the RCIA and will 

give thanks during 8.30am Mass 

celebrated with the RCIA team including 

Fr. Bert.

IN MEMORY OF ME

As we all know the heart of the Mass is the Consecration. In days gone by 

the altar server used to ring the bell to draw people’s attention to this 

crucial part of the Mass. Using in faith the words Christ uttered at the last 

supper, the priest draws down the power of the Holy Spirit, and a miracle - 

seen only by the eyes of faith - takes place upon our altar: the bread and 

wine are transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ. 

The separate consecration of the bread and the wine – and the separation of 

the Body from the Blood of Christ – is a Sacrament of the death of the 

Lord. The words of the proclamation of faith: ‘When we eat this bread and 

drink this cup, we proclaim your death Lord Jesus until you come in glory,’ 

echo the inspired words of Paul: ‘For as often as you eat this bread and 

drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes’ (1 Cor 

11:26).

The words of the Lord at the Last Supper are recorded in the three synoptic 

gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke (Mark 14:22-25, Matthew 26:26-29 

and Luke 22:15-20). But the original written record is found in one of 

Paul’s letters (1 Cor 11:24-26). However, before anything came to be 

written there existed the oral tradition’ which kept alive the memory of the 

Lord Jesus.

After the consecration the priest – again using the words of the Lord Jesus 

– says, ‘Do this in memory of me.’ These words are also Scripture-based 

(cf Luke 22:19 and 1 Cor 11:24). Those six words are loaded with meaning 

and are highly significant. They shouldn’t escape our attention, but, 

unfortunately, they often do. What are they telling us? Are they telling us to 

continue celebrating the ritual? Yes they are! Are they telling us something 

more? Yes they are! What then is this ‘something more’? Let me share with 

you my thoughts.

The Last Supper was a prelude to and anticipation of the sacrificial death 

of the Lord Jesus on Good Friday. The Mass brings the Last Supper and 

Calvary together in remembrance of the Lord Jesus. The sacrificial death 

of Jesus on the cross was his greatest act of love. ‘A man can have no 

greater love than to lay down his life for his friends. I call you friends’ 

(John 15: 13-14). When Jesus said, ‘Do this in memory of me,’ he is 

commanding us to show the same brand of love. ‘This is my 

commandment: love one another as I have loved you’ (John 15:12). The 

breaking of the bread at the Last Supper was a Sacrament of the broken 

body of Christ on the cross. The pouring of the wines at the Last Supper 

was a Sacrament of the shedding of Christ’s blood during his passion. No 

wonder the two disciples on the road to Emmaus had their eyes opened and 

recognised Jesus at ‘the breaking of the bread’ (Luke 24: 31,35).

The Last Supper was a prelude to and anticipation of the sacrificial death 

of the Lord Jesus on Good Friday. The Mass brings the Last Supper and 

Calvary together in remembrance of the Lord Jesus. The sacrificial death 

of Jesus on the cross was his greatest act of love. ‘A man can have no 

greater love than to lay down his life for his friends. I call you friends’ 



(John 15: 13-14). When Jesus said, 

‘Do this in memory of me,’ he is 

commanding us to show the same 

brand of love. ‘This is my 

commandment: love one another as I 

have loved you.’ (John 15:12) The 

breaking of the bread at the Last 

Supper was a Sacrament of the broken 

body of Christ on the cross. The 

pouring of the wines at the Last 

Supper was a Sacrament of the 

shedding of Christ’s blood during his 

passion. No wonder the two disciples 

on the road to Emmaus had their eyes 

opened and recognised Jesus at ‘the 

breaking of the bread’ (Luke 24: 

31,35).

At the end of Mass we are sent forth to 

‘live what we proclaim’ to make good 

in our lives what we have celebrated 

in the Eucharist. To fail to love is to 

have celebrated an empty ritual. The 

sacrifice of parents towards each other 

and towards their children is an 

extension of the Eucharist. The 

unselfish obedience of the children 

towards their parents and their 

unselfish love towards their siblings 

are also an extension of the Eucharist. 

The Eucharist gives us the opportunity 

to celebrate ritual and at the same time 

it challenges us to translate ritual into 

real life. 

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb

GROW

Grow is weekly meetings of small 

groups of people who have 

experienced depression, anxiety or 

other mental or emotional distress, 

who come together to help each other 

deal with the challenges of life. 

Sunbury Grow Group meets on 

Wednesdays from 10.00 am to 12 

noon at WRHC Sunbury Corporation 

Centre Suite 5, 33-35 Macedon Street, 

Sunbury. For more information call 

1800 558 268 or just come to a 

meeting.

ADORATION OF BLESSED 

SACRAMENT

First Friday of each month at  St 

Anne’s Church 7.00pm—8.00pm.  All 

welcome.

FOUR MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Join cleaning roster for St Anne’s Church.  Cleaning is approx. each 6-7 

weeks for maximum one hour.  Please help!  Contact Parish Office 9744 

1060.

JOURNEY TOGETHER

‘Journey Together’ combined meeting Tue 7 June 7.30pm Parish Centre

BEST WISHES TO MATTHEW BALDWIN

Matt, formerly of Elizabeth Drive, is being transferred from Corpus Christi 

College, Carlton to the North American College, Rome to complete the 

second half of his formation towards the priesthood. Matt, the eldest child 

of John and Rosalie, was educated at St. Anne's School and Salesian 

College. In his VCE years, he was involved in the music ministry at 

5.30pm Mass. Next Sunday, there will be an opportunity to farewell Matt 

at morning tea after 8.30am Mass.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 5-12 JUNE

During the coming week Christians everywhere are invited to pause and 

reflect on their relation to the mother Church of Jerusalem so as to look 

afresh at our own situations.  The earthly community of Jerusalem is a pre-

figuration of the heavenly Jerusalem where all peoples will be gathered 

around the throne of the Lamb in eternal praise and adoration of God.  All 

parishioners are invited to join our sisters and  brothers from other Sunbury 

Christian Churches in celebrating the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

by attending a special ecumenical service to be held at St Anne’s Church 

on WED 8 JUNE commencing at 7.30pm.  A plate of supper to share after 

the service would be much appreciated.

VINNIES SLEEPOUT VAN

The CEO Sleepout is on again this year and the Society hopes to exceed 

last year’s results.  Business and community leaders will sleep out at 

Etihad Stadium on Thu 16 June where they will get a glimpse into what life 

is like for more than 105,000 Australians who sleep rough each night.  To 

register, sponsor a CEO or to find out more about the event visit 

www.ceosleepout.org.au

ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

Are you celebrating your 25th, 40th, 50th or 60-70th wedding anniversary 

this year?  The Life, Marriage & Family Office invites you and your 

families to join us for Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral on Sun 24 July at 

11.00am by Archbishop Denis Hart.  Couples who register will receive 

commemorative certificates and packs.  To register:  Life, Marriage & 

Family Office on 9287 5579, lmf@cam.org.au or online at 

www.imf.cam.org.au   Registrations close on Friday 16 July.

PARISH GARDENING

All parishioners interested in  sharing  their  time and gardening 
talents are invited to a meeting to be held on THURSDAY 16 JUNE 

at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre to arrange garden maintenance 
around the Presbytery and St Anne’s Church, and to discuss also 

the establishment of a Neighbourhood/Community Vegie garden in 
the donkey’s paddock.  Everyone welcome.


