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12th May 2011       PENTECOST   

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s                 

5.30pm  Our Lady of MountCarmel

Mon   9.15am  St Anne’s Church
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues 11.00am   n/a

Weds 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Thur 9.15am   n/a

Fri      9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C. 

Church

READINGS NEXT WEEK

1st Exodus 34:4-6,8-9
2nd 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

3rd John 3:16-18

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

 Tue 14 June  7.40pm Parish Finance 
Committee

MEETINGS NEXT WEEK

Wed 22 Jun 7.30pm Parish 
Coordinating Team

PENTECOST LETTER

Archbishop Denis Hart’s 2011 
Pentecost Letter entitled ‘Planted and 
Built Up in Jesus Christ—Firm in the 
Faith’ (Col 2:7) is available this 
weekend.  The letter has been prepared 
with input from young people from our 
Catholic schools and youth apostolates. 
Please take a copy home with you (at 
Welcoming Desk).

PENTECOST SUNDAY

We listen today to two accounts of the coming of the Holy Spirit at the first 
Pentecost in our first and third readings from God’s Word.  The event 
begins with the disciples huddled in fear and ends with the disciples full of 
joy and going out to spread that peace and joy.  Their transformation from 
fear to joy was brought about by the appearance of the Risen Christ who 
came among them not to blame them for their lack of faith but offering 
them peace which comes from his Death and Resurrection.  Jesus breathes 
life back into them, like a CPR, as the Spirit breathed life into the waters of 
creation in the Book of Genesis.
Today, let us rejoice in our possession of the Holy Spirit, which began 
indwelling in us at our Baptism and strengthened at our Confirmation.  The 
Church describes the indwelling of the Holy Spirit as the seven gifts of the 
Holy Spirit and the twelve fruits of the Holy Spirit (Cath. Catechism 1831, 
1832).  These gifts and fruits are to help us to be more attuned to the 
actions of God in our lives and in our world.

Discerning Propaganda with the Gifts of Wisdom and Right Judgement:  In 
our age of sound bites and short concentration spans, the tabloid press and 
some politicians replay the same message.  As the Catholic human rights 
activist from Glasgow, Helena Kennedy Q.C., said recently ‘in the House 
of Lords reminiscing:  ‘if something that was untrue was repeated enough, 
it acquired a life of its own and took on the clothes of truth’.
This is not new.  In 1924 Adolf Hitler wrote about the technique of 
propaganda:  ‘Propaganda…..must present only that aspect of truth which 
is favourable to its own side…...All effective propaganda must be confined 
to a few bare essentials and those essentials must be expressed as far as 
possible in stereotyped formulas.  These slogans should be persistently 
repeated until the very last individual has come to grasp the idea put 
forward……’ from ‘Mein Kampf’  (Bavaria, 1924).

Pontifical Academy of Sciences on Global Warming:  In April 2011, 22 
international scientists met in Rome and published their report warning of 
‘potentially irreversible’ and devastating effects to the earth’s eco system 
unless the world’s nations act ‘without delay’ to stop human made global 
warming’.  The report is as always advisory, but the official official Vatican 
spokesman, Fr. F. Lombardi, appreciated the scientific contribution in the 
light of recent church documents and speeches by Pope Benedict.  These 
steps are urged—reduce carbon dioxide emissions, reduce warming air 
pollutants, e.g. methane and hydrofluorocarbons and prepare for changes 
we can’t mitigate.  The report is now published on the Pontifical Academy 
of Science’s website.

Pokies—protecting the vulnerable:  Writing in ‘Kairos’ (May 15, 2011) 
Denis Fitzgerald, Executive Director of Catholic Social Services Victoria 
points out there are 115,000 problem gamblers in Australia whose 
addiction affects 800,000 Australians including family members with less 
money for food and employers at greater risk of fraud.  On average,(cont..) 



(cont….) problem gamblers spend 
$21,000 a year on the pokies.
Several years ago our Parish Council 
discovered problem gambling was a 
major issue in our town when 
discerning whether our parish should 
support Careworks counselling 
service.
Clubs Australia are spending greatly in 
advertising against mandatory pre-
commitment on pokies.  This is 
another area where we need the 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit and courage 
so that all parties concerned respect 
human dignity and focus on the 
common good.

…….Fr. Kevin

GROW

Grow is weekly meetings of small 
groups of people who have 

experienced depression, anxiety or 
other mental or emotional distress, 

who come together to help each other 
deal with the challenges of life. 
Sunbury Grow Group meets on 

Wednesdays from 10.00 am to 12 
noon at WRHC Sunbury Corporation 
Centre Suite 5, 33-35 Macedon Street, 

Sunbury. For more information call 
1800 558 268 or just come to a 

meeting.

ADORATION OF BLESSED 

SACRAMENT

First Friday of each month at  St 
Anne’s Church 7.00pm—8.00pm.  All 

welcome.

FOUR MORE VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED

Join cleaning roster for St Anne’s 
Church.  Cleaning is approx. each 6-7 
weeks for maximum one hour.  Please 

help!  Contact Parish Office 9744 
1060.

EMMAUS CHARISMATIC 

PRAYER GROUP

The Prayer Group meets at St Anne’s 
Church at 10.15am on Thursdays.  All 
welcome including children.  Further 
info/transport please contact Lambert 
& Elaine van der Weerden on 9744 

4029.

CAN YOU HELP?

The Salvation Army, Sunbury has asked all churches in Sunbury to place 
the following notice in our newsletters:

‘We are currently working with two people (a couple) in Sunbury who are 

homeless.  We have been given access to a caravan, however we need to 

find somewhere to put the caravan that would have access to power and an  

outside toilet.  This request would be unsuitable to a family with children’.  

Please contact Lt. Cheryl Pryor on 9744 2095.

HOSPITALITY IN ACTION

As part of their preparation for Reconciliation and First Communion, 
children and parents attend two home group meetings.   A considerable 

number of families participating in the program have offered to host and 
lead these meetings but we are still a few homes short.  If you are willing 

to have five children,  plus  1  parent each, at your home for an hour on one 
evening between Monday 20 and Thursday 23 June it would be a great 

help, and a great sign of care and hospitality towards the families who visit 
you.  If you are able to help, please call the Parish Office 9744 1060 or e-
mail richard.hallett@cam.org.au before midday next Tuesday 14 June.   

ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

Are you celebrating your 25th, 40th, 50th or 60-70th wedding anniversary 
this year?  The Life, Marriage & Family Office invites you and your 

families to join us for Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral on Sun 24 July at 
11.00am by Archbishop Denis Hart.  Couples who register will receive 
commemorative certificates and packs.  To register:  Life, Marriage & 

Family Office on 9287 5579, lmf@cam.org.au or online at 
www.imf.cam.org.au   Registrations close on Friday 16 July.

PARISH GARDENING

All parishioners interested in  sharing  their  time and gardening talents are 
invited to a meeting to be held on THURSDAY 16 JUNE at 7.30pm in the 
Parish Centre to arrange garden maintenance around the Presbytery and St 

Anne’s Church, and to discuss also the establishment of a 
Neighbourhood/Community Vegie garden in the donkey’s paddock. 

Everyone welcome.

EPISCOPAL ORDINATION OF BISHOP-ELECT VINCENT LONG 

VAN NGUYEN

This will take place at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne on Thursday 23 
June at 7.30pm.  All are most welcome to attend the Mass.  Father Vincent 
was born in Gia-Kiem, Vietnam on 3 December 1961 and in 1980 escaped 
in a boat, coming to Australia eventually.  He studied in Melbourne, served 
as parish priest of Springvale for seven years and has been Provincial and 

Assistant General of the Conventual Franciscan Order in Rome. Please 
keep Fr. Vincent in your prayers.


