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29th May 2011       THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s                 

5.30pm  Our Lady of MountCarmel

(Hosted by Goonawarra/Rolling Meadows 

Neighbourhood)

Mon   9.15am  St Anne’s Church

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues 11.00am   n/a

Weds 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Thur 9.15am   n/a

Fri      9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C. 

Church

READINGS NEXT WEEK

1st Acts 1:1-11

2nd Ephesians 1:17-23

3rd Matthew 28:16-10

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

Tue 31 May 11.00am Ministers of 

Communion to Sick at Parish Centre

Thu 2 Jun 6.00pm Salesian College 

Council

MEETINGS NEXT WEEK

Tue 7 Jun 10.30am Ministers’ 

Fellowship

Tue 7 Jun 7.30pm ‘Journey Together’ 

combined meeting

Wed 8 Jun Hume Interfaith Network

—Sunbury Neighbourhood House

Wed 8 Jun Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity - St Anne’s Church

Thu/Fri 9-10 Jun Catholic Education 

Conference

THANKSGIVING MASS

By next Sunday, our four new adult 

Catholics will have completed their 

post-Easter catechesis in the RCIA and 

will give thanks during 8.30am Mass 

celebrated with the RCIA team 

including Fr. Bert.

He is with you, He is in you…………

The first reading today is rather curious.  Philip goes to the Samaritan 

towns and preaches the gospel of Jesus.  They welcomed the message, 

were healed and are baptised ‘in the name of the Lord Jesus’.  This was an 

initial response to hearing the good news, based to a significant extent, as 

Luke relates, on their having seen the ‘signs and wonders’ worked by 

Philip.   But their experience was still incomplete.  They were at a similar 

stage in their relationship with Christ to that of the disciples after the 

Resurrection.  They knew about Jesus, but did not know in a fuller sense 

who he is.  Peter and John came to them and ‘prayed for the Samaritans to 

receive the Holy Spirit’.  ........ ‘They laid hands on them and they received 

the Holy Spirit’.   They had the same experience as that of the disciples in 

the upper room at Pentecost.

Peter, in the second reading, refers to the simple but extraordinary freedom 

and assurance which the disciples have, because they have received the 

Holy Spirit.  They are full of hope – for the coming of God’s Kingdom – 

whatever comes, and they are able to say simply and with graciousness, 

what the source of their hope and joy is. 

Today’s passage from the 14th chapter of John’s Gospel, set in the context 

of Jesus’ words to his disciples at the Last Supper (and hence, for us, in the 

context of Eucharist) along with his first letter, particularly 4:7-5:4, sets out 

what would become the basis of the whole Christian understanding of the 

Christian life, the life of prayer as St. Teresa of Avila would call it 1500 

years later, as one of intimate union with God in love.  

What does it ‘feel like’ to ‘receive the Holy Spirit’ as the disciples at 

Pentecost and the Samaritans at the hands of Peter and John did?   This 

‘experience’, how it happens, when it happens, is different for each one of 

us because each one of us has a unique relationship with the One whose 

love we come to experience as this relationship comes to full flower as a 

totally free and undeserved gift.  But it consists, as St. Paul says time and 

time again, in recognising that we live, no longer for ourselves;  that we 

live for those with whom we have this personal loving relationship – for 

God, for those dear to us, for those who persecute us.

This relationship of union with God is best exemplified in our common 

experience in marriage.  St Paul tantalisingly hints at this but sadly does 

not go on to develop it.  I strongly recommend that if you would like to see 

this theme wonderfully developed, look at the sermon given by Richard 

Chartres, Bishop of London, at the recent wedding of William and Kate.  It 

is superb.  For the text or video, google ‘Bishop of London royal wedding’. 

Tom might put a link on our parish website! (HE HAS!....Ed)  

…..Richard Hallett  



SING A LONG

Sing-a-Long at Goonawarra Nursing 

Home, Anderson Rd Sunbury on 

Friday 3 June 2.30 - 3.15pm.  Please 

come along and help entertain the 

residents.

ADORATION OF BLESSED 

SACRAMENT

First Friday of each month at  St 

Anne’s Church 7.00pm—8.00pm.  All 

welcome.

FOUR MORE VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED

Join cleaning roster for St Anne’s 

Church.  Cleaning is approx. each 6-7 

weeks for maximum one hour.  Please 

help!  Contact Parish Office 9744 

1060.

JOURNEY TOGETHER

‘Journey Together’ combined meeting 

Tue 7 June 7.30pm Parish Centre

BEST WISHES TO MATTHEW 

BALDWIN

Matt, formerly of Elizabeth Drive, is 

being transferred from Corpus Christi 

College, Carlton to the North 

American College, Rome to complete 

the second half of his formation 

towards the priesthood. Matt, the 

eldest child of John and Rosalie, was 

educated at St. Anne's School and 

Salesian College. In his VCE years, he 

was involved in the music ministry at 

5.30pm Mass. Next Sunday, there will 

be an opportunity to farewell Matt at 

morning tea after 8.30am Mass.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

WEEKEND

Married couples, make 2011 the year 

that you prioritise your relationship.  It 

underpins your family life.  Please join 

us for a Marriage Encounter weekend 

this year.  The next weekends will be 

held on 3-5 June (Anglesea)19-21 

August and 11-13 Nov (Melbourne). 

Further info & bookings contact Peter 

& Erika 9899 0824, email  

vicbookings@wwme.org.au.  website 

www.wwme.org.au 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 5-12 JUNE

During the coming week Christians everywhere are invited to pause and 

reflect on their relation to the mother Church of Jerusalem so as to look 

afresh at our own situations.  The earthly community of Jerusalem is a pre-

figuration of the heavenly Jerusalem where all peoples will be gathered 

around the throne of the Lamb in eternal praise and adoration of God.  All 

parishioners are invited to join our sisters and  brothers from other Sunbury 

Christian Churches in celebrating the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

by attending a special ecumenical service to be held at St Anne’s Church 

on WED 8 JUNE commencing at 7.30pm.  A plate of supper to share after 

the service would be much appreciated.

VINNIES SLEEPOUT VAN

The CEO Sleepout is on again this year and the Society hopes to exceed 

last year’s results.  Business and community leaders will sleep out at 

Etihad Stadium on Thu 16 June where they will get a glimpse into what life 

is like for more than 105,000 Australians who sleep rough each night.  To 

register, sponsor a CEO or to find out more about the event visit 

www.ceosleepout.org.au

CELEBRATING SUNBURY’S 175TH YEAR AND SUNBURY FIRE 

BRIGADE’S 100TH

A combined Christian celebration will be held next Sunday 29 May at 

5.00pm to 6.10pm in St Andrew’s Church on the Village Green.  Kiwanis 

are providing a sausage sizzle.  Each church is asking 10 people to bring a 

dessert.  Please indicate to our parish office your intention to bring a 

dessert.

TODAY IS RECONCILIATION SUNDAY

WHAT DOES ABORIGINAL SPIRITUALITY HAVE TO OFFER 

AUSTRALIA

Time, or rather timelessness, is another component of Aboriginal life and 

spirituality.  Time to the European mind is a commodity to be used.  For 

the Aboriginal  person, time  is  the present – the given moment is what is 

important.  Aboriginal people are comfortable waiting for a better moment, 

changing plans, going with what is happening. The greatest gift Aboriginal 

people have to offer is the gift of Dadirri, that is, the gift described as 

‘inner deep listening and quiet still awareness’.  There is  a patience  in  the 

listening, patience for the right time.  In the listening comes strength and 

renewal.  Our experience of wind is varied, from the parching winds of 

inland Australia  to  the  cool winds that signal a break in the weather.  The 

Aboriginal people are attuned to these changes, always patiently waiting 

and watching for signs of change.  We use wind as a symbol of the 

movement  of the Holy Spirit in our lives (Job 7,7; Mt 11,7).  The 

formation of stars we call the Southern Cross is significant in the Southern 

Hemisphere.  As it journeys across the night sky it is a symbol of our life 

journey through the Paschal Mystery of birth, death and resurrection (Dan 

12,3; Mt 2,2)…..Parish Social Justice Group


