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22nd May 2011      THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s                 

5.30pm  Our Lady of MountCarmel

Mon   9.15am  St Anne’s Church

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues 11.00am   St Anne’s Church

Tues  7.00pm Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

Weds 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Thur 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Fri      9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C. 

Church

READINGS NEXT WEEK

1st Acts 8:5-8, 14-17

2nd 1 Peter 3:15-18

3rd John 14:15-21

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

Mon 23 May 7.00pm St V de Paul St 

Anne’s Church

Tue 24 May 7.40pm Parish Finance & 

Development Mtg

Wed 25 May 1.30pm Parish & 

Schools Coordination Mtg

Wed 25 May 7.00pm Parish Education 

Board

Wed 25 May 7.30pm School Advisory 

Committees

Fri 27 May 10.00am Parish 

Maintenance Team

MEETINGS NEXT WEEK
Tue 31 May 11.00am Ministers of 

Communion to Sick at Parish Centre

Thu 2 June 6.00pm Salesian College 

Council

NEW MELBOURNE CATHOLICS

235 adults were received into the 

Catholic Communion throughout the 

parishes of Melbourne this Easter.  A 

special Mass of Thanksgiving will be 

celebrated here on Sunday 5 June at 

8.30am.

I AM THE WAY

With the recent beatification of John Paul II, there has been a renewed study of 

his  life  and  writings.   As  a  university  professor  in  Poland,  he  taught  the 

uniqueness of the human person..  This would become the theme of his first papal 

encyclical  ‘Redemptor  Hominis’ (Redeemer  of  Man)  in  1979.   He  wrote  the 

individual  is  always  ‘someone  unique  and  unrepeatable;  someone  eternally 

conceived and eternally chosen; someone called and given a special name’.

This  Sunday  as  we  celebrate  Christ  inviting  some  of  our  children  to  the 

Eucharistic Table for the first time, we become more deeply aware of how we 

have been chosen by God.  We listen today to St  Peter in our second reading 

teaching us:  ‘You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a 

people set apart to ring the praises of God who called you out of darkness into his 

wonderful light’ (1 Peter 2:9).  What a privilege, what a grace, what dignity we 

enjoy!

The ‘Newman Prayer’ is based on the uniqueness of each person and our mission 

in trust:

God has created me to do him some definite service;

He has committed some work to me which He has not committed to another,

I have my mission—I may never know it in this life, 

but I shall be told of it in the next.

I am a link in a chain,

a  bond of connection between persons.

He has not created me for naught,

I shall do good,

I shall do his work.

Therefore, I will trust Him.

Whatever, wherever I am,

I can never be thrown away.

If I am in sickness,

my sickness may serve Him,

in perplexity,

my perplexity may serve Him;

if I am in sorrow,

my sorrow may serve Him.

He does nothing in vain

He knows what He is about.

He may take away my friends.

He may throw me among strangers.

He may make me feel desolate,

make my spirits sink,

hide my future from me -

still He knows what He is about

…..John Henry Newman, 1855

‘Trust in God still and trust in me’:  The theme of hope and trust permeates our 

Gospel reading today (John 14:1-12).  Believers are called to be people who do 

not give up hope in difficult times.  As Martin Luther King said in 1963 ‘I refuse 

to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of 

racism and war  that  the bright  daybreak of  peace and  brotherhood can never 



become a reality…...I have the audacity to 

believe that people everywhere can have 

three  meals  a  day  for  their  bodies, 

education and culture for their minds, and 

dignity,  equality  and  freedom  for  their 

spirits……’

In his final days on earth Pope John Paul 

left hospital and returned to his apartment. 

As  a  man  of  trust  and  hope,  his  dying 

words were:  ‘Let me go to the Father’s 

house’.

‘Newman in Australia’ was the title of a 

lecture  at  Catholic  Theological  College 

last  Wednesday  by  Fr  Austin  Cooper 

O.M.I., A.M. Ph.D. who first lectured us 

in the history of the Reformation 44 years 

ago.   He  is  still  an  energising  lecturer, 

even  better  now  with  technology.   Fr 

Austin has made the study of John Henry 

Newman (1801-1890) one of his lifetime 

interests.

Newman’s life has two equal parts—being 

an Anglican and being a Catholic after his 

conversion in 1845.  As a teenager, he had 

his  first  conversion  to  Christianity  and 

was later ordained a priest.  Newman was 

one  of  six  children,  his  father  being  a 

banker.   He was  a  very rounded person 

being a good violinist, good horseman, a 

good  scholar,  businessman  and  a 

networker—he  entertained  many,  and  a 

good  pastor  in  Oxford  and  in  a  poor 

village nearby where he built a church.

His writings had a great influence on the 

Anglican  Church.   He  sent  books  to 

Sydney’s  first  Anglican  Archdeacon 

Broughton.   The  first  five  Anglican 

bishops  in  Australia  were  influenced  by 

Newman.   In  1848,  two  of  Sydney’s 

leading Anglican priests became Catholic, 

following Newman’s example.

In  1879,  Newman  became  a  cardinal. 

Two  prominent  Australian  Catholic 

laymen, William Dalley, N.S.W. Attorney 

General  and  William  Archer  (first 

Government  Statist  in  Victoria)  raised 

funds  for  a  presentation  to  Newman  by 

the  Duke  of  Norfolk  on  behalf  of 

Australians.   Newman’s  niece,  Grace 

Mozley, lived at Kyneton and returned to 

meet Newman a couple of days before his 

death in 1890 in Birmingham.  In 1914, 

the  Melbourne  Church  decided  to  name 

its university college as Newman College. 

Around Australia university students have 

called their associations as ‘The Newman 

Society’’.   While  visiting  the  U.K.  last 

September,  Pope  Benedict  beatified 

Newman in Birmingham.

…...Father Kevin

YOUTH GROUP

We meet this Sunday 6.30pm at St Anne’s Church.  Indoor games, 

refreshments…..and discuss activities for the months ahead.

WHERE ARE YOU GOING?

A reflection evening of prayer and fellowship with other men who are discerning 

a vocation to the priesthood, will be held on 29 May.  Enquiries:  9926 5733.

ADORATION OF BLESSED SACRAMENT

First Friday of each month at  St Anne’s Church 7.00pm—8.00pm.  All welcome.

MASS OF ANOINTING

Mass will be held at St Anne’s Church on Wed 24 May at 11.00am followed by 

morning tea hosted by the Legion of Mary (you are welcome to bring a plate of 

food to share).  Anyone requiring transport please contact the parish office.

JOURNEY TOGETHER

This is a series of five meetings beginning next month.  The gatherings in homes 

follow the method of ‘see, judge, act’ - looking at our world, judging life in the 

light of the Bible and resolving some action.  In the recent exhortation ‘Verbum 

Domini’ (Latin for ‘Word of the Lord’) Pope Benedict and 250 bishops gathered 

in a synod express their hope for ‘a new season of  greater  love for the sacred 

Scripture on the part of every member of the People of God’ (par. 72).  

WHAT DOES ABORIGINAL SPIRITUALITY HAVE TO OFFER 

AUSTRALIA

Aboriginal law is based on wholeness and right relationships.  All that has life 

was created to live in harmony.   They further believe this harmony is kept in 

balance when persons, species and elements fulfil their purpose and live out their 

responsibilities. Aboriginal people graciously share their story and culture with all 

people and in return we respect their Ancient Dreaming which has existed for over 

40,000 years.   We respect  that  which has  gone before the birth of  Christ  our 

Redeemer and respond to the call to be united in love as one human family.  For 

thousands  of  years  the  Aboriginal  people  used  a  message  stick  as  a  way  of 

communicating across country. Today the Aboriginal Catholics carry the Message 

Stick  with  the  bible,  symbolising  the  respect  for  cultural  differences  when 

spreading  the  Good  News.   The  Message  Stick  is  a  sacred  symbol  of  the 

Aboriginal people and is a powerful symbol of reconciliation, forgiveness, love, 

hope and peace, and is only used when the Proclamation of The Word is made.

…..Social Justice Group

CHRISTMAS CAROLS SERVICE

There is a proposal to develop this service which has been in the same format for 

30 years.  Each church is invited to have two parishioners on the organising 

committee which will meet this Saturday 28 May.  Please ring our Parish Office 

before 5.00pm Monday.

OUR 2011 CELEBRATION OF FIRST COMMUNION

This has been reverent and has received many compliments.  Our annual 

celebration concludes next Sunday at 6.00pm (Sat) and 10.30am Masses.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND

Married couples, make 2011 the year that you prioritise your relationship.  It 

underpins your family life.  Please join us for a Marriage Encounter 

weekend this year.  The next weekends will be held on 3-5 June 

(Anglesea)19-21 August and 11-13 Nov (Melbourne). Further info & 

bookings contact Peter & Erika 9899 0824, email  

vicbookings@wwme.org.au.  website www.wwme.org.au 



MARY MACKILLOP WALKS FOR 

YOUNG ADULTS

Meet at St Francis Church, cnr. Elizabeth 

& Lonsdale Streets, Melbourne at 2.00pm 

on Sat 28 May.  If you can’t make it this 

month, the walks are held on the fourth 

Saturday of each month.  Bookings:  9926 

9300 or macyac@sosj.org.au

VINNIES SLEEPOUT VAN

The CEO Sleepout is on again this year 

and the Society hopes to exceed last 

year’s results.  Business and community 

leaders will sleep out at Etihad Stadium 

on Thu 16 June where they will get a 

glimpse into what life is like for more 

than 105,000 Australians who sleep rough 

each night.  To register, sponsor a CEO or 

to find out more about the event visit 

www.ceosleepout.org.au

CELEBRATING SUNBURY’S 175TH 

YEAR AND SUNBURY FIRE 

BRIGADE’S 100TH

A combined Christian celebration will be 

held next Sunday 29 May at 5.00pm to 

6.10pm in St Andrew’s Church on the 

Village Green.  Kiwanis are providing a 

sausage sizzle.  Each church is asking 10 

people to bring a dessert.  Please indicate 

to our parish office your intention to bring 

a dessert.

ALTAR CARE LADIES ST ANNE’S 

CHURCH

Please collect new roster from Welcoming 

Desk.


