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15th May 2011       THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s                 

5.30pm  Our Lady of MountCarmel

Mon   9.15am  St Anne’s Church
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues  7.00pm Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

Weds 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Thur 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Fri      9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C. 

Church

READINGS NEXT WEEK

1st Acts 2:14,36-41
2nd 1 Peter 2:20-25

3rd John 10:1-10

MEETINGS NEXT WEEK
Tue 17 May 7.30pm Liturgy Committee
Wed 18 May 1.30pm Josephite Associates
—meet in St Anne’s Church meeting 
room.

SISTERS OF ST JOSEPH IN PERU

To support their work of helping 
women to help themselves, a Peruvian 
Winter Warmer of music, food and 
accessories for sale will be held at 
Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre, 362 
Albert St. East Melbourne on Thu 19 
May 12.30 to 8 pm.

WHERE ARE YOU GOING?

A reflection evening of prayer and 
fellowship with other men who are 

discerning a vocation to the priesthood, 
will be held on 29 May.  Enquiries: 

9926 5733.

ADORATION OF BLESSED 

SACRAMENT

First Friday of each month at  St Anne’s 
Church 7.00pm—8.00pm.  All welcome.

The Paschal Lamb - The Paschal Mystery     

Before the distribution of Holy Communion at Mass, the celebrant holds up the 
Sacred Host and the chalice containing the Precious Blood and exhorts the 
assembly to ‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world…’ 
Just after the Sign of Peace we address the Lord Jesus three times calling on Him, 
‘The Lamb of God,’ to have mercy on us and to give us peace. Jesus was first 
called ‘The Lamb of God’ by John the Baptist in the Fourth Gospel (cf John 1:29; 
36). Those words of the Baptist were loaded with historical meaning.

To the first disciples of Jesus, all of whom would have been steeped in Jewish 
religious history, the words carried a clear image of that first Passover Lamb - that 
sacrificial lamb - whose blood smeared on the door lintels, saved the Hebrews 
from the avenging angel. That same angel brought death to the firstborn of the 
Egyptians, but spared the lives of the Hebrew slaves protected by the blood of the 
Lamb.

The flesh of the Lamb was eaten by the members of the Hebrew household, their 
last meal before they began the journey of the Exodus. Not only had the Paschal 
Lamb saved the Hebrews from death and liberated them from Egyptian slavery, 
but its flesh sustained them on their first day of freedom.

At Mass we use the metaphor of the Lamb to remind us that Jesus went to his 
death on the cross as the sacrificial Lamb to save us from sin and unending death. 
‘Like a lamb he was led to the slaughter’ (Isaiah 53:7). Jesus is the innocent 
sacrificial victim taking upon himself our sins. ‘Surely he has borne our 
infirmities and carried our diseases…he was wounded for our transgressions and 
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and 
by his bruises we are healed’ (Isaiah 53:4-5).

The imagery of the Paschal Lamb reminds us that the Eucharist is a memorial of 
the sacrificial death of Christ. The ‘Sacrifice of the Mass’ is a phrase that seems to 
have gone out of fashion. We seldom speak of the ‘altar of sacrifice’, preferring to 
call it the ‘table of the Lord’. Both expressions are correct. The former expression 
emphasises the sacrificial aspect of the Mass, whilst the latter emphasizes its table 
fellowship. The two come together in the words of the priest just before 
Communion: ‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (Jn 
1:29). Happy are those who are called to his supper’ (Rev 19:9). The altar cloth is 
suggestive of a banquet table, but underneath the cloth, on the wood or marble of 
the altar, one can always find the cross. 

The Lamb that was slain has now risen in glory and claimed its rightful place at 
God’s right hand. The victorious Lamb is now enjoying the victory banquet in the 
heavenly hall. In Christian art the Risen Lord is often depicted as a Lamb fully 
alive and holding a victory banner. The Eucharist is a celebration of the Paschal 
Mystery where by his cross and resurrection the Lamb of God is hailed as our 
Saviour. 

…….Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb.

MASS OF ANOINTING

Mass will be held at St Anne’s Church on Wed 24 May at 11.00am followed by 
morning tea hosted by the Legion of Mary (you are welcome to bring a plate of 

food to share).  Anyone requiring transport please contact the parish office.



JOURNEY TOGETHER

This is a series of five meetings 
beginning next month.  The gatherings 

in homes follow the method of ‘see, 
judge, act’ - looking at our world, 

judging life in the light of the Bible 
and resolving some action.  In the 

recent exhortation ‘Verbum Domini’ 
(Latin for ‘Word of the Lord’) Pope 

Benedict and 250 bishops gathered in 
a synod express their hope for ‘a new 
season of  greater  love for the sacred 
Scripture on the part of every member 

of the People of God’ (par. 72).  

WHAT DOES ABORIGINAL 

SPIRITUALITY HAVE TO OFFER 

AUSTRALIA

People  are a priority in Aboriginal 
relationships.  Aboriginal people live a 

life of mutual indebtedness to one 
another.  Everyone is seen in kinship, 

as family, with varying degrees of 
obligation, according to the degree of 
relationship.  Like the kingdom Jesus 

preached, all are included, all are 
important, all are looked after. 

Possessions are things to be shared 
among people.  Every person is of 

importance regardless of position in 
the community.  Older people are 

respected for their wisdom.  Younger 
people are respected as the future.  All 

people are accepted as they are. 
Hospitality to one another is 
considered a pleasure and a 

responsibility.  Each  person  is  seen 
as valuable, with a contribution to 
make.  Aboriginal society values 

consensus.  Everyone is listened to, 
then decisions are made when 

everyone agrees.   Coolamons are used 
for cradling babies and for gathering 

food and water.  In Aboriginal 
celebrations coolamons are used for 

baptism, holding the bread of 
Eucharist or water for sprinkling (Mt 
25,4;Acts 9,15).  Coolamons are  also 
used in Advent.  Placed  face down at 
the beginning of Advent  waiting  for 
Christmas Eve when they are turned 

over to receive the Christ child.  These 
are the signs and symbols of this land

…..Social Justice Group

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION WORKSHOP

A Workshop by Office for Evangelisation will be held at St Christopher’s 
Airport West on 17 May 7.30 to 9.00pm.  Free entry.  Enquiries:  9926 

5761.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Since 1929, 922 priests have been ordained from the Melbourne seminary, 
Corpus Christi College, to work in parishes in Tasmania and Victoria. 
Among these 922 are two parish priests baptised and educated in our 

Sunbury parish:   Fr. Paul Mercovich P.P. of Charlton & St. Arnaud in 1967 
and Fr. Brian McMahon P.P. of Reservoir East in 1966.   On this World 

Day of Prayer for Vocations let us pray some from our parish today will be 
open to the call as the need for more priests is so great that  parishes like 

Altona and Woodend  from this week will be sharing a priest from another 
parish.   58 of 238 Melbourne parishes now share a priest. 

MARY MACKILLOP WALKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS

Meet at St Francis Church, cnr. Elizabeth & Lonsdale Streets, Melbourne at 
2.00pm on Sat 28 May.  If you can’t make it this month, the walks are held 

on the fourth Saturday of each month.  Bookings:  9926 9300 or 
macyac@sosj.org.au

VINNIES SLEEPOUT VAN

The CEO Sleepout is on again this year and the Society hopes to exceed 
last year’s results.  Business and community leaders will sleep out at 

Etihad Stadium on Thu 16 June where they will get a glimpse into what life 
is like for more than 105,000 Australians who sleep rough each night.  To 

register, sponsor a CEO or to find out more about the event visit 
www.ceosleepout.org.au

THANKS

Many thanks to those who attended the recent Sunbury Chaplaincy 
fundraiser – the Welsh Choir Concert.  A big thank you also to everyone 

who donated food for the afternoon tea – we had ample to feed about 160 
people!  The Chaplaincy Committee greatly appreciates your support of 

this Concert which raised $1500!

ALTAR CARE LADIES ST ANNE’S CHURCH

Please collect new roster from Welcoming Desk.

WORL DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

The World Day of Prayer for Vocations is annually celebrated on the 
Fourth Sunday of Easter. When celebrating the World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations, we are, in fact, following the Lord’s command: “Pray 
to the Lord of the harvest to send labourers into his harvest” (Mt 
9:38; Lk 10:2). Pope Benedict XVI has given us the theme for the 
48th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, ‘Proposing Vocations in 
the Local Church’.
We need to pray to the Lord of the harvest. All vocations, in 
particular, vocations to the consecrated life and ordained ministry, 
are, first and foremost, the fruit of constant contact with the living 
God through prayer, which begins in families, is nurtured in 
parishes, and is supported in various prayer groups.

Read the full article by Fr Binh Le, Director of Vocations in the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne, by going here. 
http://www.cam.org.au/vocations/the-church-needs-you.html


