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10th April 2011      THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT  

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s                 

5.30pm  Our Lady of MountCarmel

Mon   9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues  7.00pm Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

Weds 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Thurs 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Fri      9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Sat      8.30am   St Anne’s Church

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C. 

Church

READINGS NEXT WEEK

1st Isaiah 50:4-7

2nd Philippians 2:6-11

3rd Matthew 26:14-27:66

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

Mon  11th 7.00pm St Vincent de 

Paul—St Anne’s Church

Wed 13th  7.30pm Parish Coordinating 

Team—Parish Centre

CALL FOR PRO LIFE 

VOLUNTEERS

Pregnancy Counselling Australia runs a 

24/7 telephone counselling for 

pregnant women in crisis, providing 

compassionate, non-judgemental 

support.  Volunteer counsellors are 

needed.  For more info. call Tahlia—

9740 7378.

PROJECT COMPASSION

Your donation allows Caritas Australia 

to alleviate poverty and bring hope and 

justice to disadvantaged communities 

throughout the world. 

JESUS THE LIFE

Today we listen to the third reading from John’s Gospel (11:1-45) for these 

Sundays of Lent.  These selections have been read in Lent since the fifth 

century.  Two weeks ago, we heard the Samaritan woman thirsting and 

Jesus saying he was the living water.  Last Sunday, the blind man was 

cured and Jesus’ teaching he is the light of the world.  Today with the 

raising of Jesus’ dead friend Lazarus, Jesus teaches us that he is the life.

The raising of Lazarus anticipates Christ’s resurrection and our own. 

However this miracle of Jesus should be understood as a resuscitation or 

‘raising’ rather than a resurrection because Lazarus, although alive again, 

will die a human death symbolised by his coming out of the tomb dressed 

in the clothes of death, whereas when Jesus rose the linen clothes of death 

were left behind lying on the ground (John 20:6).

These three gospels are chosen to help those preparing to receive Baptism 

at Easter and for the rest of us to prepare to renew our Baptismal promises 

at Easter.  The early Church Fathers often referred to baptism as 

‘enlightenment’ or ‘illumination’.  At Easter we shall hold candles in our 

hands as we recall we have been enlightened by Christ the light of the 

world.  By being baptised and receiving the Spirit of God as we heard in 

the Second Reading today—’ the Spirit of God has made his home in 

you…...and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 

you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own 

mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you’ (Romans 8:10-11).

How comforting is that!  Hence, death is only the gateway to eternal life. 

Sometimes a funeral service is advertised as a celebration for the life of 

someone, as though life on earth is the main story; rather we believe life is 

changed, not ended.

GOSPEL ACCOUNTS OF THE PASSION AND POPE BENEDICT XVI

In his latest book, ‘Jesus of Nazareth:  Holy Week’, the Pope writes ‘ who 

exactly were Jesus’ accusers’?  When John’s Gospel simply uses ‘the Jews’ 

it is not the people of Israel in general, but a limited number of ‘the Temple 

aristocracy’ as Jesus and all his followers were Jews.

This book of the Pope has been greatly welcomed by the Israeli premier 

and Jews around the world.  They see the Pope’s book following the 

teaching Vatican II (1965) which removed the taint of collective 

responsibility for the death of Jesus from the Jewish people.  The book also 

has theological reasons why Christians should not seek the conversion of 

the Jews.

As Dr Jonathan Gorsky of London said ‘we Jews should recognise we have 

friends in the Catholic Church and then see what mutually we can give to 

the world around us’.  Hence next Sunday when we hear Matthew’s 

account and on Good Friday John’s account, we need like the Pope to not 

take the words literally at their face value but interpret them as Pope 

Benedict does, albeit in his case at a very deep theological level.  There is 

no place for anti-Semitism in the Christian.



LENTEN PENITENTIAL 

SERVICE

Our Lenten Penitential Service will be 

held on Tuesday 12 April at 7.30pm at 

St Anne’s Church based on the gospels 

of the Sundays of Lent Year A.

OUR FAREWELL OF IRENE 

MORSE

We can be very proud of our 

parishioners in how they shared their 

appreciation of Irene’s unobtrusive 

and effective ministry over the twelve 

years.  Irene received many cards and 

a generous gift by the special 

collection.  I thank those who 

organised and provided the lovely 

morning tea last Sunday.

The position of the Pastoral Associate 

has been advertised throughout all the 

230 parishes of Melbourne.  Please 

pray that this vacancy can be filled. 

There is a shortage of Pastoral 

Associates as there is of priests, 

religious men and women in 

Melbourne.

…...Fr  Kevin

EMMAUS CHARISMATIC 

PRAYER GROUP

The group meets at St Anne’s Church 

at 10.15am on Thursdays.  All 

welcome, including children.  Further 

info/transport please contact Lambert 

& Elaine van der Weerden on 9744 

4029.

RCIA

Today at 8.30am Mass our Elect—

Alex, Roslina, Michelle and Michael 

will be presented with the Lord’s 

Prayer as they reach another milestone 

on their continuing Lenten journey 

towards full communion with the 

Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil on 

Holy Saturday.  We offer them our 

congratulations and prayerful support 

as Easter approaches.

SHARE THE DREAM—FAMILIES TRANSFORMING THE 

WORLD

Friday 15 Apr—Sunday 17 Apr at Xavier College, Barkers Rd. Kew. 

Registration details on pamphlets at Welcoming Desk— 

www.sharethedream.org.au  

PALM SUNDAY—NEXT SUNDAY 

There will be the Blessing of the Palms and procession before each Mass, 

which will commence outside the church.  Donations of palm would be 

very appreciated—please place palms at both churches.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH

Thank you for the ways in which you have ‘farewelled’ me—

to all those parishioners who have taken the time to write a card expressing 

gratitude and wishing me well;

for the generosity of my farewell gift;

for the kind words and special memories shared;

for the morning tea last Sunday and the opportunity to say what I wanted to 

say as I bring to a close this extraordinary chapter of my life.

I will always fondly remember my time working in this place.  I will not 

forget you and I will continue to remember you in my prayers.

…...With a grateful heart, Irene.

STEWARDSHIP 2011 PROGRAM

The 2011 Stewardship Program is concluding with a very good result from 

our generous fellow parishioners pledging their prayer, their service to one 

another and their money.  Full results are in the letter you will receive early 

this week with your pledge details and envelopes.

I thank those who have worked on the program as visitors collection from 

homes, as packers of brochures and envelopes, our speakers at Mass (John, 

Karen, Michael and Trish) our visiting priest Fr. Peter from Cheltenham, 

our office staff and Steve Littleton who directed the program.

In the next few weeks, the 155 Time & Talent sheets received will be 

sorted as there are 80 boxes on each sheet and volunteers contacted.  This 

response of service was greater than in other programs in the past.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL

St Vinnies is seeking retail volunteers to help out in our Sunbury Centre, 

156 O’Shanassy St.  If you’re a job seeker, you will have the opportunity to 

gain experience in a professional retail environment.  No retail experience 

necessary.  Contact the manager on 9744 1447.  

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLICS

Available this weekend.  Please take a copy home with you.  Special issue 

on the parish of the future.


