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27th March 2011            THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT  

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s                 

5.30pm  Our Lady of MountCarmel

Mon   9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues  11.30am Funeral Mass for Jan Tyquin
Tues  7.00pm Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

Weds 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Thurs 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Fri      9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Sat      8.30am   St Anne’s Church

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C. 

Church

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

Tues 29nd 11.30am & 7.30pm—Brief 
meeting to establish groups for 
‘Journey Together’
Wed 30nd 7.30pm Liturgy Planning
Wed 30th 7.30pm Stewardshjp Social 
for workers

READINGS NEXT WEEK

1st 1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7,10-13
2nd Ephesians 5:8-14
3rd John 9:1-41

         SALESIAN COLLEGE

Applications for Year 7/2012 are still 
being accepted at Salesian College 
‘Rupertswood’ Sunbury.  Further info. 
assistance and Enrolment Application 
forms are available at the College 
Office—please call in or contact the 
Registrar on 9744 0000.

PROJECT COMPASSION

Your donation allows Caritas Australia 
to alleviate poverty and bring hope and 
justice to disadvantaged communities 
throughout the world. 

                                                         SIN

As the priest  placed ashes  on  our  forehead at  the  Ash Wednesday liturgy,  he 
uttered these words: ‘Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel’. What is 
sin? Some people say we have lost the sense of sin and that is why the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation no longer seems relevant in our lives. Through the influence of 
Pop Psychology – ‘I’m OK, You’re OK’ – we have lost the biblical sense of sin. 
We use all sorts of excuses such as:  ‘I had a troubled childhood’;  ‘I’m going 
through a stressful time’; ‘I don’t know what got into me’; the devil made me do 
it’.
The first understanding of the word ‘sin’ in the Bible is ‘to miss the mark’. To sin 
is to come up short. It is a failure to measure up to one’s higher standards of being 
and behaviour. In the Old Testament, with its emphasis on the Covenant, sin is 
seen as  being unfaithful  to the contractual  relationship between ourselves  and 
God. Sin is our failure to live up to the terms of the agreement. Sin is a weakening 
of  our  relationship  with  God  and  mortal  sin  is  a  total  breakdown  of  that 
relationship.
The  Ten  Commandments  set  the  standards  of  human  morality  and  healthy 
relationships.  The first  three deal  with our  relationship with  God and the  last 
seven deal  with our relationship with our neighbour. On the love of God and 
neighbour stand the whole law. ‘We sin against God whom we do not see, by 
violating the rights of our neighbour whom we do see’ (Leviticus 19:9-18).  At the 
centre of the word ‘sin’ is a capital ‘I’. Selfish and rugged individualism explains 
why we trample on the rights of others. Sin also has a social aspect. No man is an 
island.  All  sins  against  charity  have  their  effect  on  the  community.  
All  our  acts  done in charity  benefit  all.  Every sin harms the Body of  Christ. 
Therefore, not only must we be reconciled with God after our sin, but we must 
also  be  reconciled  with  the  community.
It is striking that in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark & Luke the mention of ‘sin’ is 
always linked with its ‘forgiveness’. Jesus associates with sinners and calls them 
to repentance. Jesus taught that sin comes from the heart, and, in so far as it does, 
it defiles the person. Nothing that is external makes the person ‘unclean’. Jesus 
also taught that the sinner need only ask for forgiveness and it will be granted, 
and  there  is  joy  in  heaven  upon  the  sinner’s  return  (Lk  15).
In our developed understanding of the Sacrament instituted for the forgiveness of 
sins, we now call it the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In this liturgical season of 
Lent we are encouraged to acknowledge our failure to measure up to our true 
selves, our failure to measure up to the image of God who created us; and our 
failure to live by the law of love of God and neighbour. We are encouraged to 
seek forgiveness and reconciliation. This we do regularly in the Eucharist during 
the penitential rite. But we are also encouraged once in a while to make use of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation in the same way as we do when we decide to have a 
spring cleaning. By the way, in our liturgical calendar the season of Lent is meant 
to be a ‘Spring Time’, even though we, ‘downunder’, are experiencing the season 
of autumn.

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb



PUSHBIKES FOR CAMBODIA

Providing education opportunities for 
young people in remote poor village. 
$60 buys a bike, pump and repair kit 
to get them to school.  Donations to 
Salesian College front office, to Fr 

Bert or contact Fr Peter on 9744 0039.

THE YOUTH GROUP

The Youth Group will not be meeting 
at  St  Anne’s  Church  this  coming 
fourth  Sunday  (27  March).   Instead 
members  have  decided  to  gather  at 
‘The  New  Canterbury  Estate’  park 
opposite  Phillip  Drive,  Sunbury  on 
Sun 27 March around 12 noon.   All 
are welcome.  Please bring along some 
snacks and soft drinks.  The group has 
planned  yabbying  and  some  outdoor 
games.   Further  info.  please  contact 
Garnet Jacob on 9740 8328 / 0411 286 
428.
SEASONS LOSS & GRIEF

An  opportunity  for  those  who  have 
suffered a loss due to the death of  a 
loved  one  or  separation/divorce—to 
join  a  grief  and  loss  peer  support 
group  for  adults.   Dates:   18  &  25 
March,   1 & 8 April—7.00pm at  St 
Francis  of  Assisi  Parish,  Mill  Park. 
Email  carmel.mcleod@cam.org.au  or 
phone 9407 3176.

EMMAUS CHARISMATIC 

PRAYER GROUP

The group meets at St Anne’s Church 
at 10.15am on Thursdays.  All 

welcome, including children.  For 
further info/transport please contact 

Lambert & Elaine van der Weerden on 
9744 4029.

SUNBURY CHAPLAINCY 

COMMITTEE AGM

7.00pm Thursday 31 March at 
Sunbury College.  Further info. on 
noticeboard at St Anne’s Church or 
contact Zelma on 9744 2719, email: 
sunburychaplaincy@hotmail.com

EVERGREENS

Tuesday 5 April—two guest speakers
—Wendy Davis, Director of Nursing, 

Sunbury Hospital and Anne Fewster of 
Sunbury Police Community Register 
from Sunbury Community Register, 

followed by afternoon tea at 2.00pm in 
Parish Centre.  Cost $5.00.  Bookings 

Frances 9744 1999.

SING A LONG FRIDAY 1 APRIL 2011 2.30—3.15pm

Goonawarra Nursing Home, Anderson Rd. Sunbury.  Please come along 
and help entertain the residents.  New faces always welcome

GOODBYE WITH OUR THANKS & BEST WISHES

As you know, Irene Morse is leaving us on Wed 6 April.  If you would like 
to contribute towards a gift for Irene, there will be donation boxes at both 
Churches next weekend.  Alternatively, you can leave your donation in an 
envelope at the parish office.  There will be a Morning Tea for Irene on 
Sunday 3 April after 8.30am Mass.  All parishioners are warmly invited to 
attend.  The people who are coming to 10.30am Mass might like to come 
early and have a cuppa beforehand.

EVERGREENS

Tuesday 5 April—two guest speakers—Wendy Davis, Director of Nursing, 
Sunbury  Hospital  and  Anne  Fewster  of  Sunbury  Police  Community 
Register from Sunbury Community Register, followed by afternoon tea at 
2.00pm in Parish Centre.  Cost $5.00.  Bookings Frances 9744 1999.

SHARE THE DREAM—FAMILIES TRANSFORMING THE 

WORLD

Friday  15  Apr—Sunday  17  Apr  at  Xavier  College,  Barkers  Rd.  Kew. 
Registration  details  on  pamphlets  at  Welcoming  Desk— 
www.sharethedream.org.au   

JOURNEY TOGETHER...EASTER DISCUSSION GROUPS

As this year  we are having the Stewardship program in Lent,  our home 
discussion  groups  will  be  in  Easter  time  using  the  booklet  ‘Journey 
Together’ (not ‘Journey’ used some years ago).

There will be five meetings of parishioners gathered in homes in nearby 
neighbourhoods, if possible.  The topics are:

1. The Parish: a community called to holiness;

2. Humankind:  in the image and likeness of God;

3. Jesus, the Word of God;

4. New life in Christ;

5. Leadership

The ‘Journey Together’ program is to form us to be involved actively in 
parish life.  The gatherings are where we can reflect on, pray about and 
communicate our experience in the light of the Scriptures and the Church’s 
teaching.  
The meetings can be in the daytime or evening.  Those wishing to be in a 
daytime group are asked to meet in the Parish Centre on Tuesday 29 March 
at 11.30am; those wishing to be in an evening group to meet in the Parish 
Centre on Tuesday 29 March at 7.30pm.

STEWARDSHIP 2011 PROGRAM

Special thanks to our parish collectors who are doing a favour to those who 
forgot to return their Time & Talent Sheet and their Pledge Card last 

Sunday, by collecting these items when visiting their homes so that the 
program can be signed off this week.  Thanks to Fr. Peter for his presence 
among us last Sunday at the four Masses and celebrating four Baptisms 

while Fr. Kevin was doing the same at Cheltenham parish.

All visitors are invited to a Social Evening on Wednesday at 7.30pm to 
wind up the program and hear the news of how our Stewardship program 

has gone.


