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13th March 2011            THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT  

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

               6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s                 

5.30pm  Our Lady of MountCarmel

Mon   9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues  7.00pm Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

Weds 9.15am   St Anne’s Church
Weds 11am St Anne’s Church Funeral Mass 
Adam Cusack

Thurs 9.15am   St Anne’s Church

Fri 9.15am        St Anne’s Church

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C. 

Church

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

Tues 15th 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul St 
Anne's Church

Tues 15th 7.30pm Stewardship 
Arrangements - Parish Centre

READINGS NEXT WEEK

1st Gen 2:7-9,3:1-7

2nd Rom 5:12-19

3rd Matt 4:1-11

ENROLMENTS FOR PREP AND 

OTHER YEAR LEVELS 2012

Open Day at our two schools is on this 
Tuesday 15 March with sessions at 
9.30am and 2.00pm.  Information 

Sessions for parents will be held on 
Wed 23 March in the Parish Centre 

with sessions at 2.00pm and 7.30pm. 

SUNBURY CHAPLAINCY 

COMMITTEE AGM

7.00pm Thursday 31 March at Sunbury 
College.  Further info. on noticeboard 
at St Anne’s Church or contact Zelma 

on 9744 2719, email: 
sunburychaplaincy@hotmail.com

            THE SEASONS OF LENT.....AND A TIME TO LEAVE

The pattern of life-death-resurrection is ingrained in nature and all the 
major religions.  Both nature and religious faith teach us that death 
precedes new life.
I love the season of Autumn and we are blessed indeed in the southern 
hemisphere to find ourselves in the seasons of Autumn and Lent at the 
same time.  I think we can find a lot of inspiration in Lent and about Lent 
by listening to and observing Autumn.
Lent, like Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring, returns each year, to take 
us to deeper truth, to remind us again of our need to turn back to God.  The 
Lent that we are entering is a journey into the mystery of the Cross—so 
hard to understand and accept that we need to be reminded of it every year.
Each Lent we are invited to enter a spiritual wilderness, our own desert. 
The desert is that unchartered terrain beyond the edges of our seemingly 
secure and structured world, ‘the place where our illusions are stripped 
away and we grow in our capacity to be present to the sacred source 
pulsing within all of creation’.  Jesus didn’t just find himself in the 
wilderness, or take himself there, he ‘was led by the Spirit out into the 
wilderness’.
Each year Lent presents us with its usual challenge to take stock of our 
lives, to realign our priorities, to see more clearly what is in our hearts and 
to discover what might be calling us out of our comfort zones.  The Lenten 
scriptures are filled with the image of the heart as that place where the 
wholeness of who we are encounters the Divine Mystery.
Joyce Rupp writes—’Lent is often presented as a time of sacrifice and 
personal renewal.  I wonder what might happen this year if we entered into 
it differently, entered with a spirit of enthusiasm.  What if we not only 
looked for signs of hope but became messengers of hope?  We might soften 
that which is hardened in the human heart’.
The spiritual wilderness, the desert, is also a place where the wildflowers 
bloom!

This is my final contribution to the parish bulletin.  I have resigned from 
my position as Pastoral Associate and will finish up in the first week of 
April.  It has been a privilege to do the work I have done here among you. 
Every day I came to work I found myself on holy ground.  I have been 
fortunate to work with wonderful people over those years, to have met 
wonderful people and to have been entrusted with amazing stories.  There 
are many aspects of this job that I will miss very much.  But twelve years 
is a long time in pastoral ministry without an extended break, especially 
twelve years in the one parish and I now feel it is time for me to go, to 
move into the next phase of my life, whatever that might be.
So I leave you with this quote from Elizabeth Ruth Obbard:  ‘The life of 
prayer and human compassion is never a one-way journey only.  Our lives 
become entwined with the lives of those we meet and together we journey 
deeper into the mystery of God’.

Thank you……...Irene Morse



PUSHBIKES FOR CAMBODIA

Providing education opportunities for 
young people in remote poor village. 
$60 buys a bike, pump and repair kit 
to get them to school.  Donations to 
Salesian College front office, to Fr 

Bert or contact Fr Peter on 9744 0039.

THE RELIC OF DON BOSCO

Encased in a statue of the saint 
surrounded by young people is 

presently on a world tour and will be 
at Salesian College on 17 & 18 March. 

On the afternoon on Thursday 17 
March there will be a quiet vigil 
between 3.45 and 5.45pm in the 

Chapel around the statue.  Parishioners 
are warmly invited to visit the relic 
and say a quiet prayer at this time.

SEASONS LOSS & GRIEF

An opportunity for those who have 
suffered a loss due to the death of a 
loved one or separation/divorce—to 
join a grief and loss peer support 
group for adults.  Dates:  18 & 25 
March,   1 & 8 April—7.00pm at St 
Francis of Assisi Parish, Mill Park. 
Email carmel.mcleod@cam.org.au or 
phone 9407 3176.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

WEEKEND

 Married couples, make 2011 the year 
that you prioritise your relationship. It 
underpins your family life.  Please join 
us for a Marriage Encounter weekend 
this year.  Our weekend helps you to 
remember why you married and gives 
you skills to maintain your love for 
each other. Couples and a priest 
present the weekend.  It is based 
around Catholic values but you don’t 
need to be Catholic to attend. The next 
weekends will be held on 8-10 April, 
3-5 June & 19-21 August.  Further 
info/bookings contact Peter & Erika 
Smith (03) 9899 0824 or email  
vicbookings@wwme.org.au.  
Checkout the website for more info on 
www.wwme.org.au   Information 
brochures available at back of St 
Anne’s Church.

OUR THANKS & BEST WISHES

With sadness and much regret, we  learn  of  Irene  Morse’s decision to 
cease being our pastoral  associate.  Over  twelve  years Irene has served 

our parishioners,  especially  the  housebound,  in  aged  care,  in palliative 
care and suffering chronic illness.

Irene is blessed with faith, perception, compassion, discretion and a 
marvellous memory (ask her husband Keith!).

Fellow pastoral associates, parish staff and priests have all greatly 
benefited from Irene’s presence among us and her support to us in our 

pastoral ministry.
Our prayers of gratitude and best wishes for your future as you move into 

the next phase of your life…..Fr Kevin

PROJECT COMPASSION

Your donation allows Caritas Australia to alleviate poverty and bring hope 
and justice to disadvantaged communities throughout the world. 

EVERGREENS

Tuesday 5 April—two guest speakers—Wendy Davis, Director of Nursing, 
Sunbury Hospital and Anne Fewster of Sunbury Police Community 
Register from Sunbury Community Register, followed by afternoon tea at 
2.00pm in Parish Centre.  Cost $5.00.  Bookings Frances 9744 1999.

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL

Charismatic Renewal will hold a Western Regional Day at St Paul’s 
Church, 230 Sunshine Avenue, Kealba on Sat 19 March from 9.30am to 
4.00pm.  It will include Mass at 11.00am.  BYO lunch.  For further info. 
please contact Lambert & Elaine van der Weerden on 9744 4029.

EMMAUS CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP

The group meets at St Anne’s Church at 10.15am on Thursdays.  All 
welcome, including children.  For further info/transport please contact 

Lambert & Elaine van der Weerden on 9744 4029.

NEW LEADERSHIP IN OUR SUNBURY SCHOOLS

On Thursday evening I attended two Education Boards (Parish and 
Salesian) over three hours where the presence of new principals and  board 
chairpersons have changed the dynamics as they continue the good work of 
previous members and bring a fresh commitment wanting the best for our 

students.  We parishioners are fortunate to have such dedicated 
leaders…..Fr Kevin

LARGE OUTER MELBOURNE PARISHES FORUM

About 40 pastoral associates, principals, priests and teachers from Narre 
Warren, Berwick, Epping, Sunbury, Melton South, Laverton and Werribee 
parishes met at St Joseph’s Church (1884) and school (2010) in Mernda on 

Thursday to discuss our schools within the life of our parishes in the 
growth corridors of Melbourne.  Compared to some others, our 

parishioners are well served with schools, churches, shops and transport. 
Our Neighbourhood structure is addressing some pastoral care issues…..Fr 

Kevin

OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY

we offer to Peter and Zora Cusack as their eldest son Adam, aged 24 years, 
entered eternal life from their home after a long illness.  Adam is a brother 

to Matthew and Troy.  Baptised here in November 1986, he has been a 
parishioner all his life.  His Funeral Mass will be celebrated at St Anne’s 

Church on Wednesday at 11.00am followed by burial at Sunbury Cemetery.


