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31St October 2010        THIRTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s

             5.30pm  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Mon   9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues  9.15am St Anne’s Church       All

Souls Day

Weds  9.15am St Anne’s Church

Thurs 9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Fri      9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C.

Church

READINGS  NEXT  WEEKEND

1st reading: 2 Maccabees 7:1-2,9-14
2nd reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:16-35

Gospel: Luke 20:27-38
MEETINGS THIS WEEK

 Wed 3 Nov 12.30pm Ministers
Association

Wed 3 Nov 7.30pm Parish
Coordinating Team at the Parish Centre

Fri 5 Nov 8.30am Site Meeting
O.L.M.C.

MEETINGS NEXT WEEK

Tue 9 Nov 7.35pm Parish Finance
Committee

REFLECTION

‘And  how  could a thing remain unless

you willed it; or be preserved, had it

not been called forth by you’? -
Wisdom 11:25.

These  words  from  the  Book of
Wisdom remind us that every single
gift, skill, talent or blessing that we

have has been called forth for us from
God.  The incredible abundance that
surrounds us is all given to us by our
heavenly Father for a reason.  These

gifts are not given for us to hoard, but
rather for us to share.

THE LOVING GOD

One theme that emerges from today’s readings is generosity:  *the generosity in
God in showing mercy; *the generosity of Jesus in recognising the potential for
good that Zacchaeus carried within him, rather than the limitation and the label of
his job and his wealth; *the generosity with which Zacchaeus responded to Jesus’
call.
The first reading from the book of Wisdom paints a wonderful picture of the
loving care which God takes of the whole of creation.  ‘You love all that
exists’…..’lover of life, you whose imperishable spirit is in all’…..’little by little,
you correct those who offend’.  This is a beautiful image of a loving and patient
God, full of tenderness, ever willing to pay careful and generous attention to even
the smallest detail of creation.  And to us.  It invites us again to reflect on our
image of God.  The image of God we operate out of is a powerful force in our
life.  It gives shape to how we approach God in prayer and informs the choices we
make in how we live each and every day our ordinary relationships.  Do I act out
of fear or love?  Is my image of God spacious, generous, ‘adult’; or little, rigid
and restricting?  Do I imagine (image) God as the One who gently beckons from
the horizon, forever inviting me to become; or as the remote God in the sky,
keeping score?  How has my image of God changed over the years?
I like Zacchaeus—not only because he is short and has difficulty coping with
crowds; I can relate to that!  Not only is he short of stature but by the very nature
of his work as a senior tax collector he was despised.  But, he was ingenious;
prepared to put himself out on a limb (literally and metaphorically) to catch a
glimpse of Jesus as he passed by.  Something within him must have made him
curious ‘to see what kind of man Jesus was’ and he wasn’t going to be put off by
perhaps looking foolish climbing a tree.  He made a radical change of
stance/posture to meet Jesus.  I guess he knew this would draw attention to
himself, but he would not have been expecting the generous attention and
invitation extended to him by Jesus:  ‘Zacchaeus, come down.  Hurry, because I
must stay at your house today’.  Jesus had invited himself in!  This resulted in a
complete turnaround for Zacchaeus; a conversion experience.  Jesus brings him in
from the margins to the centre; from exclusion to inclusion.
There is a third component to this story, making a triangle—Jesus, Zacchaeus and
the others.  ‘They all complained….He has gone to stay at a sinner’s house’.
Brendan Byrne S.J. in his book ‘The Hospitality of God’, writes:  ‘The negative
reaction from the nameless ‘they’ signals, as so often in Luke, the presence of a
third party in need of conversion’.  Were they converted?  Did they accept the
inclusion of Zacchaeus?  We don’t know.

ST MARY OF THE CROSS

On Monday November 1st we celebrate the Solemnity of All Saints Day.  I
include this beautiful prayer that I found in an article about St Mary MacKillop on
a favourite website.  It is used with the permission of the author Fr David Ranson:

Mary,

You have become now sister to us all.

In all with which we struggle:

Our seeking to give our family life stability and heart,

Our finding our way through the complexity of our relationships,

Our forging the direction and meaning of our life’s contribution -

Help us to be attentive to the whispers of God in our heart that assure us of our

true identity and which keep calling us gently into the future.



Teach us how we might live the gospel

with honesty and with courage, and even

with daring and genius, in this land of the

Holy Spirit.  We ask you this in the name

of the One who embraces us both:  Christ

our Lord, Amen.

A Sister to us All—Celebrating Mary
MacKillop’s Canonisation
‘Mission & Spirit Newsletter October
2010
http://www.churchresources.info/missio

nspirit/1010/RANSON.pdf

…..The Pastoral Team

DON BOSCO BRUNSWICK YOUTH

FOUNDATION FUN & FOOD

FIESTA

The Fiesta will be held at Ferraro
Receptions, 14 Onslow Avenue,

Campbellfield on SATURDAY 20
NOVEMBER at 6.30pm.  This event will
again feature great food, dancing, drawing
of the major raffle etc.  Tickets $45 each
(incl. food, drink & music) are available
by contacting the following:  Foundation

Office—9386 3948 or Foundation
Secretary—9380 8759.

GIANT CAR BOOT SALE

Car boot sale will be held by Sunbury
Uniting Church on the Village Green on

Saturday 20 November from 8.30am.
There will be outside car sites and inside

craft stalls.  Site prices—outside $20,
inside craft stalls $20.  Further

info/bookings ring Helen on 9744 7031 or
0407 506 507.

KAIROS ON SALE THIS WEEKEND

Featuring articles on Our first
canonised Saint as well as a 2-page
spread on ‘The spirit of Our Lady of

Mount Carmel at Sunbury’ and
‘Sunbury remembers and celebrates’.

Copies at the Gift Shop—$2 each.

ST MARY OF THE CROSS

MACKILLOP—CANONISATION

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION

ON SAT 6 NOVEMBER AT ST

PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL, EAST

MELBOURNE

10.00am ‘Welcome to Country’ and
reflection on Mary MacKillop’s life and

legacy (please be seated by 9.55am)
10.30am Mass of Thanksgiving

celebrated by Archbishop Denis Hart.
Refreshments  will  follow  at Dallas

Brooks Hall, 300 Albert St. East
Melbourne.  Info:

www.cam.org.au/mackillop

1860-2010 150 YEARS—CELEBRATING OUR PAST…..CREATING OUR

FUTURE

During this term the children will be focusing on the 150th anniversary of our
school and how school and lifestyles have changed.  There are some parents and
grandparents in the parish who are past pupils or teachers—I was wondering if
any of you could share some old photos, memorabilia, be a guest speaker, be
interviewed, or write some memories of what school was like when you were

here, to share with the children.
Please let me know if you can help.

You can contact me at wallace@olmcsunbury.catholic.edu au or 9740 7344 at
school.

Christine Wallace Learning & Teaching Coordinator
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Primary School.

CENTENARY PARISH BALL

The Centenary Ball on 9 October was an outstanding success as every one of 234
present had a marvellous evening thanks to Eileen Cardillo and her committee.

The venue, the food, the band and the friendly atmosphere was fabulous.
At the Ball and at the Parish Assembly people expressed the wish for the Ball to

be repeated.  Consequently, the Parish Ball for 2011 will be on Saturday 8
October at the same venue—Calabria Club with the same band.  Please put this

date in your diary.

REPORT OF PARISH ASSEMBLY

All parishioners were invited to the Assembly and forty were able to be present in
the Parish Centre on 16 October. Our facilitator was Jill Gibbs who has

accompanied us on our renewal as parish since 2006.
During our ongoing journey in renewal, we have based our efforts on our essential
equality in dignity as children of God living our faith, hope and charity with God,

with others and creation.
After praying in the words of St Paul, we read the reports on posters around the
room—reports from the neighbourhoods, parish groups and parish schools.  A

verbal summary was given and discussed together.
We then discussed the reports speaking and listening with respect for all.  There
was a very pleasant atmosphere of honesty, wisdom and creative suggestions.

The Assembly decided to move on in our journey of faith from focusing on the
value and dignity of each parishioner to more emphasis on sharing our gifts of the

good of our community.
Among the proposals accepted were more social events as experienced in our

Centenary Year, a neighbourhood garden project, a grey army handyman service,
morning tea after Mass, posties to deliver cards at the time of Baptism, First

Communion Confirmation and bereavement; more information of parish events
on the letter to all homes, a Lenten home groups program.

From the neighbourhoods, there have been elected representatives to join the
Parish Coordinating Team (P.C.T.) which will take up the proposals passed by the
Assembly and help bring about their implementation over the next twelve months.

Next year’s assembly is on 3 September.
We are very grateful to Jill Gibbs for her presence and assistance before and after
the Assembly, especially as she has lung cancer and travelled from near Newcastle

by train and plane.

…..Fr Kevin

NOVEMBER PRAYERS FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

On the Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed—2 November, Mass will be
celebrated at 9.15am in St Anne’s Church.

On Saturday 13 November, we shall have our annual prayer services at our local
cemeteries.  We shall gather at Sunbury Cemetery at 9.30am and at Bulla

Cemetery at 11.00am.  Due to the diocesan Thanksgiving Mass for St Mary
MacKillop on 6 November, we will pray at the graves of our departed on 13

November this year.

SING A LONG

Goonawarra Nursing Home on Friday 5 November 2.30—3.15pm.  Please come
along and join in.  Enquiries:  Irene—9744 1060.


