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17th October 2010         MARY MACKILLOP’S CANONISATION  

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s

             5.30pm  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Mass 5.30pm 17th Oct St Anne's

Mon   9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues   N/A

Weds  9.15am St Anne’s Church

Thurs  N/A

Fri      9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C.

Church

READINGS  NEXT  WEEKEND

1st reading: Sirach 35:12-14, 16-19
2nd reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8

Gospel: Luke 18:9-14

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

 Tue 19 Oct 8.30am Site Mtg
O.L.M.C. School

Tue 19 Oct Noon Sunbury Ministers
Fellowship

Tue 19 Oct 3.45pm Combined Staff
Mtg (New Testament) Parish Centre
Wed 20 Oct 7.30pm Centenary Mtg

O.L.M.C. School

Thu 21 Oct 10.00am Confirmation
Practice Day—St Patrick’s Cathedral

MEETINGS NEXT WEEK

Thu 28 Oct 7.30pm Salesian College
Council

CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL

COLLEGE OPEN DAY

Study your faith—Understand your
Spirituality.  Study options, building

tour, refreshments  - Wed 3 November
either 5.00-7.00pm or 7.00—9.00pm.

Bookings/info 9412 3314 or
ctc@ctc.edu.au   RSVP Friday 29

October.

CANONISATION DAY

This evening’s historic event has brought to the public some aspects of our
Catholic life which some find puzzling:  miracles, prayer to saints, life as a

religious sister or brother, plus power and sin within members of the
Church.

MIRACLES IN THE PROCESS OF CANONISATION

In the early centuries, saints were proclaimed as such by public
acclamation—by the strong voice of the people.  Over the centuries, the

Church developed a process to make sure the person was truly a saint.  Part
of that process was assessing if any miracles could be attributed to the

person.
Miracles are a special divine act that overrides the normal course of events,

such as a terminally ill person suddenly restored to full health when
doctors can offer no natural explanation for what has happened.  God

created the laws of nature and can, for good reasons, occasionally suspend
them, not to show-off, but to convey a religious message e.g. to draw

attention to the shining holiness of someone who died.
Another area of the canonisation process is to examine the person’s earthly

life.  Mary MacKillop was a great letter writer.  Also, many documents
about her and the Sisters are in the Roman archives.  Fr. Aldo Rebeschini

who grew up in Carlton and now retired in an aged hostel, was a priest
working in Rome between 1974 and 1983.  A good linguist in Latin and

Italian he did painstaking work uncovering material about Mary
MacKillop.  Today is a great day for all who have promoted her cause for

sainthood.
PRAYING TO THE SAINTS

For 2000 years Christians have prayed for all kinds of people in distress
and terrible need.

The saints in heaven are part of the Communion of saints with us here on
earth.  Each Sunday we profess our faith in the Communion of saints
written in our Creed in 381 A.D.—a creed common to all Christians.

So in our prayer we call on saintly men and women to support our prayers
and present our case to God.  God answers our prayers how and when it is
best for us.  We do not have God’s knowledge.  In faith, we pray as Jesus
taught us ‘Ask and you shall receive, seek and you will find’ (Matthew

7:7).
TODAY—A DAY OF JOY AND OF FUTURE CHALLENGE

We rejoice that Mary MacKillop born in Fitzroy, baptised in St Francis
Church, Melbourne is being canonised, officially declared a saint.  There is

so much to learn from this saintly person that the parish is providing to
every family here today a brochure written by Sister Mary Cavanagh R.S.J.

of Queensland on Mary’s life and spirituality.
Mary MacKillop is an Australian hero who moved on from her unhappy
childhood to appreciate the great love of God for her and how she was to

spread that love especially to those most in need.



We in our parish have been blessed to
have had reside in our midst eighty-six
spiritual daughters of Mary MacKillop
in our convent since 1916 to now.  Our

first parish priest Fr. John Gallivan
made strenuous efforts to obtain some

Sisters for our parish.  In January
1916, Archbishop Mannix interrupted

his holiday in Queenscliff to travel
here and bless the new convent.

Today and into the future, ‘Mary
MacKillop remains a true heroine, but
also a dangerous one, simply because
she embodies a challenge for all of us.
Have we done enough for the poor and

the disadvantaged, for the ill and the
uneducated’? (Fr. Gerald O’Collins
S.J.—Melbourne, December 2009.

…..........................................................

..........Fr Kevin

PARISH EDUCATION BOARD

The Board has been re-constituted
with the two School Advisory

Committees.  Parents have elected
representatives on these committees.

The inaugural meeting will commence
on 19 October with Mass of the Holy
Spirit at O.L.M.C. Church at 7.00pm
followed by the meeting in the Parish

Centre.

SPECIAL COLLECTION

Next weekend our parish will be
holding the annual CATHOLIC

MISSION WORLD MISSION DAY
APPEAL, focused on Timor-Leste,

which suffered decades of oppression
and is one of the poorest countries in

the world.  Pray for and support
Catholic Mission’s worldwide

missionary network that reaches out to
people in 160 countries.  Please come

prepared next week and give
generously towards Christ’s mission.

OSWALD LEARNING CENTRE

AT SALESIAN COLLEGE

The Centre will be blessed by the
Salesian Provincial, Fr. Moloney next

Sunday at 3.00pm.

CONFIRMATION

Next Sunday, 143 children will receive
this Sacrament from Bishop Les

Tomlinson, the Vicar General of the
Archdiocese.  Please remember them

in your prayers.

REFLECTION

‘be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient.’ - 2 Timothy 4:2

It is not always convenient to be a good steward especially when all the
temptations of our busy and materialistic world get in the way.  Yet we

must be persistent even when it is inconvenient.  This persistence marks
the true follower of Christ.

STATEMENT ON EUTHANASIA  PHYSICIAN ASSISTED

SUICIDE

Archbishop Denis Hart has asked that his Statement on Euthanasia be
made available to parishioners this weekend.  Please take a copy home

with you from the Welcoming Desk in St Anne’s Church.  Statement can
also be seen (video) or downloaded at

http://www.cam.org.au/euthanasia/statement-on-euthanasia.html 

OUR CANONISATION CELEBRATION ON 17 OCTOBER

On the day of Mary MacKillop’s Canonisation, we will gather for a special
Mass at St Anne’s Church at 5.30pm followed by a shared meal in the

Parish Centre where, from 7.00pm, there will be a direct telecast on big
screens of the Canonisation from Rome.  We join our local Sisters of St

Joseph on this great day. The 5.30pm Mass at O.L.M.C. is being
transferred to St Anne’s Church for this great occasion.  We shall celebrate

Mary MacKillop at all Masses that weekend with special readings and
hymns.

GIANT CAR BOOT SALE

Car boot sale will be held by Sunbury Uniting Church on the Village Green
on Saturday 20 November from 8.30am.  There will be outside car sites
and inside craft stalls.  Site prices—outside $20, inside craft stalls $20.

Further info/bookings ring Helen on 9744 7031 or 0407 506 507.

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY

Our Parish Assembly will be held in the Parish Centre on Saturday 16
October from 9.30am to 2.00pm including a shared lunch.  This is an

occasion to plan for future initiatives in the mission of our parish to bring
the Good News to all in our area.

Our facilitator is Jill Gibbs assisted by Margaret Green, both of whom have
been with us several times.

1860-2010 150 YEARS—CELEBRATING OUR PAST…..CREATING

OUR FUTURE

During this term the children will be focusing on the 150th anniversary of
our school and how school and lifestyles have changed.  There are some
parents and grandparents in the parish who are past pupils or teachers—I

was wondering if any of you could share some old photos, memorabilia, be
a guest speaker, be interviewed, or write some memories of what school

was like when you were here, to share with the children.
Please let me know if you can help.

You can contact me at wallace@olmcsunbury.catholic.edu au or 9740 7344
at school.

Christine Wallace Learning & Teaching Coordinator
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Primary School.

MACKILLOP—FINAL CHANCE

Australia’s newest musical MACKILLOP is playing in Melbourne from
23-24 October.  It’s a truly spectacular celebration of Mary MacKillop.

Melbourne Shows:  Sat 23 Oct (3.00pm & 7.30pm) Sun 24 Oct (1.00pm) at
Besen Centre, 87-89 Station Street Burwood.  Tickets $45 adults, $40

concession, $35 each (groups of 7+) $30 each (family of 4+)
www.mackilloptickets.org or phone 0424 648 034.  100% of the profits

from this production are going to the Canonisation Appeal.


