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11th September 2010             TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Mass times this week

Sat  6.00pm St Anne’s

Sun  8.30am St Anne’s

10.30am St Anne’s

          5.30pm O.L.M.C.

Mon   9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Tues   7.00pm  n/a

Weds  9.15am St Anne’s Church

Thurs 9.15am  n/A

Fri      9.15am  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.00am—10.30am O.LM.C.

Church

READINGS  NEXT  WEEKEND

1st reading:Amos 8:4-7
2nd reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-8

Gospel: Luke 16:1-13

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

Mon 13 Sep 4.30pm   St Vincent de
Paul at St Anne’s Church

 

PARISH CENTENARY BALL

The Ball is on Saturday 9 October at
Calabria Club, Bulla.  Five-course

meal plus drinks.  Live band.Cost $55
each.  Mark your diary. 

Enquiries:  Eileen Cardillo 54 285
354; Sheila Stafford 9740 9966.

CARITAS AUSTRALIA—FLOODS

IN PAKISTAN

A BIG thank you to Mrs. Rita Rocco
and the children of 4R at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel School for raising
$250.80 towards this appeal.

OUR PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY

we offer to Peg Kellock and to Liz
O’Donnell on the death of John,
beloved husband and father.

AN INSANELY LOVING GOD

Today’s readings are very difficult to deal with.  Why is that?  Because we
have heard them so often that we have ‘domesticated’ them.

When we hear about the lost sheep, of course we think that what Jesus said
is exactly what a good shepherd would do.  But that is complete nonsense.
If a middle-eastern shepherd, then or now, had a flock of 100 sheep and
one got lost, the last thing he would do is leave the ninety-nine to go and
look for the lost one.  When he got back he would be lucky to find ten
together in one place—have you ever tried to round up sheep single

handed?  Just watch sheep dog trials!  If the sheep was stupid enough to
get lost or, more to the point, if he, as a good—that is to say, a competent
shepherd, was stupid or careless enough to loose a sheep, he deserved to

pay for the loss!  In John’s Gospel, Jesus calls himself the good
(competent) shepherd and he does not loose any of the sheep!

Most of us, if our children behaved as maliciously as either of the sons in
Jesus’ famous story, while we might well be concerned for their welfare,
would be unlikely to treat them as generously as that father did, and even

more so if we belonged to a middle-eastern patriarchal family.
In the first reading we respond by thinking, ‘wasn’t Moses good, pleading
with God like that and talking him out of losing his temper’?  That’s not

the point.
So what is the point of these stories?  God is unbelievably surprising in the

way that God does things.  God’s ways are radically and completely
different from what we consider to be ‘normal’!  And that presents us with
a big problem concerning the nature of our relationship with God.  The big
problem that most of us have most of the time is that we have a radically
distorted perception of God.  We perceive a God who is much smaller,

much more domesticated, much more like our idealised vision of what we
would like ourselves to be like, than the reality of God.

The fact is and this is borne out dramatically by any responsible readings
of the Scriptures, that God is extraordinarily unlike our expectations of
God.  God is extraordinarily gentle and generous in the face of human
weakness, stupidity and plain ignorance.  On the other hand, God takes
each one of us more seriously than we take ourselves and so can be very
demanding in what we are called to do, to bear, live through, not out of

malice but precisely because only through taking on such difficult actions,
bearing such trials, living through such tragedies, can we come to be the
person God wants us to be, to become as unexpectedly extraordinary as

God is.
If we don’t find God challenging, demanding, marvellously generous and
supportive, unexpected, on a fairly regular basis, chances are that the God
we think we have a cosy relationship with is a defective and inadequate
understanding of God.  we become a lot like the older brother when we
refuse to acknowledge this and it is entirely uncertain in Jesus’ story,
whether the elder brother ‘came to himself, embraced by his father and
went with him to the  feast!......................................The Pastoral Team



JACKSONS HILL

NEIGHBOURHOOD

GATHERING

Venue:  Sunbury Hall (student
accommodation)  Building 17,
Circular Drive, Jacksons Hill.

Parking:  car park opposite  Date:
Tuesday 21 September at 8.00pm.
Come along for the neighbourhood
meeting and enjoy a tour of the

student accommodation on completion
of our meeting.  We need you to come
along to discuss your needs and ideas
for our neighbourhood and how we

can support each other.

NEW PRINCIPAL AT ST ANNE’S

SCHOOL

From February 2011, Ms Noelene
Hussey will be our Principal.

Currently, she is Principal of Catherine
of Siena School, Melton and is

regarded as a leader in learning and
teaching.

PROGRESS REPORT ON NEW

SCHOOL CLASSROOMS

Last Monday, the entire lift was
craned over the new building at

O.L.M.C. School.  The bricklaying
continues according to the weather
and the roofing is nearly complete.
The new fencing will be installed

during the school holidays.
Last week saw the new school tables
for the children finally arrive at St
Anne’s School.  The old portable

classrooms have been sold and will be
removed soon.

NEW APPEARANCE AROUND

O.L.M.C. CHURCH & SCHOOL

to enhance the hospitality and
openness around our church, a new
fence will be installed hopefully

during the school holidays replacing
the old cyclone fence and hedge.  The
high steel powder-coated fence in

Heritage Grey will improve the safety
for children.

THE YOUTH GROUP

The Youth Group will not meet next
Sunday 19 September.  In future we
will meet at St Anne’s rom 6.30 to

7.30pm on the fourth Sunday of each
month.

MACKILLOP

MACKILLOP, the   new  Australian  musical  will  premiere  in
Melbourne and Sydney in October as part of the Canonisation celebrations.
The production features a cast and orchestra of 100+ people with opera

singer Joanna Cole as Mary.  100% of profits are going to the Canonisation
Appeal.  MELBOURNE performances—Besen Centre Burwood on 23 Oct
3.00pm & 7.30pm and 24 Oct (1.00pm).  Tickets $35 each (groups of 7+)

$40 concession, $45 adults, $120 family.  Ph. 0424 648 034 or
www.mackilloptickets.org

ARCHDIOCESAN OFFICE FOR YOUTH—WORLD YOUTH DAY

2011 REGISTRATIONS OPEN

We are pleased to announce that registrations for pilgrims travelling with
the Melbourne Archdiocese are now open.  Pilgrims are encouraged to start
registering as soon as possible.  A maximum amount of pilgrims has been
budgeted for by the Archdiocese, hence the need to register soon.  All

pilgrims attending WYD will need to register themselves individually - not
one person on behalf of a group.  Pilgrims should visit the Harvest website
www.wydtours.com.  A step-by-step guide to registration is on noticeboard

at St Anne’s Church.  Brochures at Welcoming Desk.

POSITION AVAILABLE

Applications are invited from suitably qualified and experienced persons
for the position of Executive Assistant, CTC East Melbourne.   Visit
http://www.cam.org.au/human-resources/job-advertisements.html

CENTACARE FAMILY SERVICES—CONCERT IN THE

CATHEDRAL

2.30pm Sunday 3 October.  Tickets $35 / $25 concession.  Bookings:
www.centacaremelbourne.org.au    All  funds  raised support Centacare’s

Alcohol & Other Drug Family Service.

NEXT PARISH CENTENARY EVENT

The next Parish Centenary Event is on Sunday 26 September  at  2.00pm
at Bulla  Community  Hall  to celebrate St Michael’s  Feast  Day and to
honour the previous church of St Michael (1874—1987) by blessing  a

plaque at the site.  Mass will begin at the hall at 2.00pm recalling the early
Masses celebrated in homes near Bulla from 1852.  This Mass will replace
the 5.30pm  Mass  on  this day.  Those requiring transport  please contact
the parish office.  The Parish Centenary Committee is planning this event.

PAKISTAN FLOODING CONTINUES

Caritas would like to thank everyone who has made a donation to the South
Asia Floods Appeal—Pakistan.  With your support we have so far raised
over $1 million to help the millions of people affected by the worst floods
the country has ever seen.  This disaster is massive and our response needs
to be massive too.  If you have not yet donated to this appeal and would

like to do so, you can call 1800 024 413, donate online at
www.caritas.org.au or send your donation to GPO Box 9830 in your

Capital City.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL

(1)  Are you spring cleaning?  We are in urgent need of your good quality
donations—furniture, clothing, bric-a-brac and books.  If you run a
business with stock or equipment you do not want, please consider

donating to Vinnies.  Donations can be delivered to our Sunbury Centre,
156 O’Shanassy Street or phone 1800 621 349 for pick up.

(2)  Volunteer gardener and a volunteer cleaner required for our Centre.
Please call the manager on 9744 1447.  Thank you for helping us to

support our local community.


